General guidelines for short paper

Introduction:

State the question you are addressing clearly and concisely.  Why is this question interesting/ relevant?  Present the general background knowledge.  What questions does this general information leave unanswered?

Body:

Present the information from your sources.   Use your own words whenever possible; only use quotes for phrases that are not easily expressed in your own words.  

The way you incorporate the information from your review papers and non-primary sources can vary, but for each of the two original studies:

· State the hypothesis/ question concisely

· Briefly describe the methods.  Leave out details such as number of subjects, location, brand name of equipment used etc. unless it is relevant for some reason.

From these two points the reader should know the dependent and independent variable, their operationalization, how the independent variable was varied, and how the dependent variable was measured

· State the findings in terms of the variables used in this study

· State the conclusions from these findings

Write a transition between the description of the studies; for example, explain what questions are left unanswered, or what questions arise from this study, point out differences in population researched, or differences in the level of investigation (eg., behavioral vs cellular) etc.  The information from your non-primary sources can be partly incorporated into this transition.

Conclusions

Concisely state what the sources taken together show.  Relate the conclusions back to your original question and make clear how what you researched sheds light on this question.  Instead of using  general statements such as "More research is needed on this topic"  (- more research is ALWAYS needed!) propose relevant questions that could be researched and/ or that arise from the findings you presented.

· Pair up with a classmate and read each others' papers.  Your paper should be written at a level that s/he can understand.    That means:  don't use words that s/he doesn't know, without briefly explaining them.

