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Course Purpose and Goals
Transnational migration presents rich material for social science investigation.  This course introduces students to the political dimensions of the human drama of migration, by moving beyond media coverage and politicians’ rhetoric to consider the political processes shaping migration.  We will study entry control and integration policy in advanced industrial countries that receive immigrants (or not), and the political activities of the migrants themselves.  Throughout we will be particularly concerned with the relationship between political process and social theory, specifically addressing how sovereignty, national identity, citizenship, and gender are articulated in the politics of transnational migration.

You will leave the seminar understanding:

1. the extent of contemporary transnational migration, with particular attention to the U.S. and western Europe;

2. the fundamental role of political processes and institutions in structuring transnational migration flows;

3. the relationship between migration and citizenship; and

4. the scope of political agency realized by migrants.

Required Texts
All of the following texts are available for purchase at the Campus Bookstore.  Additional readings are noted on the syllabus.

Rogers Brubaker, Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany, Harvard U Press, 1992

Randall Hansen, Citizenship and Immigration in Post-war Europe, Oxford U Press, 2000

Christian Joppke, Immigration and the Nation-State, Oxford U Press, 1999

Peggy Levitt, The Transnational Villagers, U California Press, 2001

Yasmin Soysal, Limits of Citizenship, U Chicago Press, 1994

Julie Watts, Immigration Policy and the Challenge of Globalization, Cornell U Press 2002

Expectations

Academic honesty – I expect you to be diligent about avoiding plagiarism or cheating in any form. Refer to “The Book” if you are in doubt about how to conduct yourself honestly, or as to the consequences of lapses. Pertinent sections are available online at http://www.stolaf.edu/stulife/thebook/academic/plagiarism.html.  The honor code applies to the final quiz.


Attention to detail in writing - All papers should be typed; double-spaced; have numbers on pages; include your name, my name and the course title; and use reasonable margins and fonts.  Plan enough time to proofread your work for spelling, grammar, syntax, paragraph construction, and so on.

Participation – Come to class ready to discuss assigned readings and to participate.  The course is offered as an advanced seminar, which I understand as requiring sustained intellectual engagement from all participants.  Quality matters more than quantity.
Timeliness – Readings should be finished before class; papers should be turned in on time.  In the case of a genuine emergency, contact me as soon as you are reasonably able to do so.  I may request documentation in such cases.  Turning in assignments late will lead to a reduction in your grade for that material (one step for each day late, except for response papers, which will suffer a heavier penalty for lateness).


Grading and Assignments
Orientation homework [10% of course grade]

To encourage everyone to get up-to-date on the initial set of readings, without delay, I am assigning homework to be turned in by 9:00 a.m, Friday, February 13 in the Drop Box on Brit.   The homework has two components, as follows:

1. Identify the top five concepts from the readings listed for Monday, February 9.  Write a short (one paragraph) explanation of each concept and justify its inclusion in your list.

2. Visit the migration-related websites listed on the course webpage.  In one paragraph, explain which two of these sites you expect to use the most to search for a research topic, and why you have selected them.

I will grade your homework on the basis of thoroughness, accuracy of descriptions, depth of comprehension of each concept, and quality of writing.

Response papers [10% each, for total of 20% of course grade]

Each student will write two brief response papers (two-three pages each) to stimulate class discussion.  Papers will be read by all seminar participants prior to class, so that we can begin active review of the material right away each evening.  Papers should be uploaded to the Student Shared Folder on Brit (the document title should be your last name plus the class meeting date) no later than Saturday at 5:00 p.m.  Because each paper needs to be read by all seminar members before class, timeliness is critical.

Good response papers will offer critical review and propose compelling discussion questions. “Critical review” means that you highlight some aspect of the reading that is particularly interesting to you and explain why this is so.  You need not necessarily disagree with an author.  Nor should you summarize the entire reading: remember that your classmates have read the same material.  A “compelling discussion question” might draw our attention to the internal logic (whether successful or unsuccessful) of an author’s argument, point out ways in which previous readings relate to those at hand, or push us to think about the consequences of an argument for other issues.  

Seminar project [60% of course grade, in four parts]

Each student will work all semester long on a comparative project exploring an issue in contemporary migration politics.  Topics must be of political import, but need not necessarily focus on a specific policy.  Thus, voting rates of immigrants or guestworker programs would be appropriate, whereas marriage patterns of immigrants would not be.  Projects must have contemporary relevance, that is, to have been politically salient within the last five years  You will need to explicitly consider how your project relates to the themes covered in the assigned readings.  Finally, projects must involve two countries, either paired for their comparative value, or because they are linked empirically.  An example of the former would be guestworker policy in Switzerland and Germany; an example of the latter would be political involvement of transnational migrants of Turkish origins in the political life of both Turkey and Germany.  There are four graded components to the seminar project, as follows:

1. Prospectus and preliminary annotated bibliography [15% of course grade].  By 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 17, turn in a formal prospectus that details:

a. Your project topic
I should know what your topic is no later than March 8.  Come to my office hours as soon as you think you have a topic, to make sure that I agree with you.  If time allows, we will briefly discuss research topic in class.  Write a short paragraph on your theme, including initial keywords, and begin working with one of the reference librarians once you meet with me.

b. Why it is important

c. Which cases you will study and why

d. At least three researchable questions or hypotheses

e. A research plan for the rest of the semester, outlining what you will do by what date

f. A preliminary annotated bibliography (we will follow the template used by Prof. Breen in PS220).

2. Conceptual review and progress report [10% of course grade].  Due in Drop Box by 9:00 a.m., Thursday, April 1.  In a brief essay of 3-4 pages, explain how your research project relates to concepts covered directly in course readings (you may want to look ahead in the syllabus). What theoretical approaches would political scientists bring to bear on your topic?  Why?


3. Seminar paper [25% of course grade].  15-20 pages, paper version due in my office by 9:00 a.m. Friday, May 7, electronic version due in Student Shared Folder at same time.  I will give you my template for grading seminar papers at the mid-point of the semester.  All students are expected to read all of the seminar papers.


4. Oral presentation [10% of course grade].  During the last two sessions, each student will summarize their research findings in a formal five minute presentation, and respond to questions from seminar members for 10 minutes.  Each student should submit one question per paper to me by Monday morning, 9:00 a.m, I will tap those with the most interesting questions for our presentation settings.

Final quiz [10% of course grade].  The final quiz will be based upon the information presented in your research papers, and will combine multiple choice and short answer questions.

Participation/Attendance – Steady, active participation in class discussions may tip your grade upwards, if you are close to the border between two grades (from B+ to A-, for example), at my discretion.  In the event a student has repeated, unexcused absences,  I may likewise reduce their grade one step (from B+ to B, for example).

Reading schedule and deadlines

	Week
	Readings/in-class activities
	Deadlines

	February 9
	Introductions

Sign-up for Response Papers

C. Brettell & J. Hollifield, “Migration Theory: Talking Across Disciplines”

J. Hollifield, “The Politics of International Migration”

Available in Class Materials folder


	Friday, Feb 13 homework on first readings, due 10am in Drop Box



	Entry Control Policy: Clientilist Politics Model

	February 16
	Guest speaker: Woodrow Wilson Fellow, Ambassador Julia Chang Bloch, 8:00-9:30, Title TBA

G. Freeman. 1995. Modes of immigration politics in liberal democratic states.  International Migration Review 29(4) Expanded Academic
G. Freeman. 1997.  Immigration as a source of political discontent and frustration in western democracies.  Studies in comparative international development 32(3) Available in Class Materials folder
J. Money. 1997. No vacancy: the political geography of immigration control in advanced industrial countries. International Organization 51(4) Expanded Academic and JSTOR
R. Karapin. 1999. The politics of immigration control in Britain and Germany. Comparative Politics 31 (4) Available in Class Materials folder

	Response Papers 

	February 23
	Watts - entire
	Response Papers

	Entry Control Policy: Historical Institutionalism

	March 1
	Hansen, Preface and Part I, Chs. 1-5
	Response Papers

	March 8
	Hansen, Part II, Chs. 6-11
	Response Papers

	Entry Control Policy: Synthesis

	March 15
	Joppke, Preface, Introduction, Part 1, Chs. 1-4

G. Freeman. 2001. Divergent paths of immigration politics in the U.S. and Australia.  Population and Development Review 27 (3) Expanded Academic
	Response Papers

Prospectus and Initial Annotated Biblio due 9am Weds 17th, in my office

	March 22
	Spring Break
	

	March 29
	Film night – film TBA after.

Project meetings on Thursday 
	Review essay  due in Drop Box, 9am Thurs 1st



	Citizenship and Incorporation: National or Transnational Sources?

	April 5
	Brubaker, entire
R. Brubaker. 2001. The return of assimilation? Ethnic and Racial Studies 24 (4) Available in Class Materials folder
	Response Papers

	April 12
	No class , Easter break
	

	April 19
	Soysal, entire

Joppke, Part 2, Chs. 5-8
	Response Papers

	Citizenship and Incorporation: Localities, Immigrant Practices, Transnational Communities

	April 26
	Available in Class Materials folder:

J. Crowley. 2001.  The political participation of ethnic minorities. International Political Science Review 22.

R.Garbaye.  2002. Ethnic minority participation in British and French cities: a historical-institutionalist perspective. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 26 (3) 

R. Kastoryano. 1999. Muslim diaspora(s) in Western Europe. The South Atlantic Quarterly 98 (2)

R. Sanjek. 2000. Color-full before color blind: the emergence of multiracial neighborhood politics in Queens, New York City.  American Anthropologist. 102 (4).   

Expanded Academic:

J. Itzigsohn. 2000. Immigration and the boundaries of citizenship: the institutions of immigrants’ political transformations. International Migration Review 34 (4)

M. Jones-Correa. 1998. Different paths: gender, immigration and political participation.  International Migration Review 32 (2) 
	Response Papers

	May 3
	Levitt, entire
	Response Papers

	
	
	Seminar papers due 9am Fri 7th, in office and Drop Box

	Conclusions

	May 10
	Guest Speaker, Fulbright Scholar: Dr. Ben Maissa, Professor of Philosophy at Mohammed V University in Rabat, Morocco 

“The problem of the Islamic Veil in France and Laïcité" 7:30-8:30

Questions for presenters due 9am in drop box.
	Presentations

1. 7:00

2. 8:45

3. 9:00

4. 9:15

5. 9:30

6. 9:45

	May 17
	Questions for presenters due 9am in drop box.
Presentations 

7. 7:00

8. 7:15

9. 7:30

10. 7:45

11. 8:00
	Break from 8:30-8:45

12. 8:15

13. 8:45

14. 9:00

15. 9:15

16. 9:30

17. 9:45

	May 21, 
	Final Exam, 7:00-9:00pm
	Quiz based on presentations and final papers
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