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September 30, 2008
Sibley

Yesterday was my first day in the resource room at Sibley.  I was hoping to be in the Neurobiological-sensory program as well, so I spoke with one woman there who said she would let me know if there was a good time for me to come.

After being introduced to the students, Roanne showed me around the room a bit and explained the routine that the students follow every day.  They each have binders and boxes to pick up when they come in, and they know where to go and what to start with.  The students who work on math have a money counting problem to work on right away while getting settled.  Two of the students were working individually on workbook problems when I arrived, and a third was doing individual work on a computer (I’m not sure yet why or what for).  After those students went back to their regular classroom, Roanne and I talked a little about my goals and what I plan to do after college.

Roanne decided she would finish an assessment with one student while she had some free time and said I would observe.  He was a second grader who had recently transferred and needed to be assessed for an LD or EBD since he had received help from a resource room at his previous school.  The boy was going to be evaluated using some standard test (I don’t remember the name) that included 12 required questions.  It was interesting to watch because they started simply with lots of specific instruction, and then progressively became more difficult with less verbal and pictorial instruction each time.  Roanne had to read exactly what was written in the test outline flipbook and wasn’t allowed to answer questions about spelling at all.  The boy didn’t seemed to stressed out, he had done a few of these already with Roanne on different subjects.  The room was completely quiet with no visual or auditory distractions.  It was interesting to watch his expressions and see his thought processes as he mouthed how words and letter sound.

The last boy I worked with was the boy who speaks Spanish at home.  He is in kindergarten, and primarily needs help with alphabet recognition and writing.  He is a sweet boy, and seems eager enough but often rushes through things.  We have to remind him to go slowly and start each letter in the correct spot.  He is also working on his counting which is fun for him because he gets to count rubber bugs.  It was overall a good day, and I’m excited to go back.

October 7th, 2008
Sibley


This week during my field experience in the resource room I got to work one-on-one with a couple different students.  It was good for me to do this because I need more practice, and I need to be able to recognize which adaptations and teaching techniques are the most effective for each child since they are each so different. 


I first worked with a young boy who was doing some language arts practice in a workbook.  He read a short story and was supposed to summarize it in his own words using good, concise sentences.  Before writing his own summary, the boy was instructed to draw four pictures that described the main points of the story in succession.  The boxes were labeled: “first,” “next,” “then,” and “finally” to help him outline his own sentences.  He was a little hesitant to describe to me what his process was, so I tried to prompt him gently into talking through his thoughts.  He did a good job describing the story to me so I knew his comprehension was fine, it the sentence structure that he had some difficulties with.  So, we went over them in more detail and I just had to prompt him with specific questions to help him find the correct answers.


The second boy I worked with was a kindergartener I worked with last week.  We practiced letter pronunciation and I noticed a few typical mistakes of native Spanish speakers with his consonants and vowels.  We actually have a small mirror that we let him hold in order to look at his own mouth while forming the sounds.  I think that was very helpful.  He really enjoys counting, but he seems to rush still quite a bit, so we often stop and start over if he gets too far ahead.  


After the children all left for the day Roanne and I discussed the results of the young boy that had come in several times for his official testing for determination of a disability.  He had been previously assessed at a different school but was overdue for reassessment.  Surprisingly, Roanne said he is borderline for three different categories: EBD, OCD and LD.  However they cannot define all three of them, instead they need to have a few meetings to determine which will give him the best assistance and fit his needs as a student.  It was interesting to hear more about the process for developing an IEP, I guess didn’t realize how complex and vague it is.  

October 13th, 2008
St John’s Private School

Yesterday I spent all day at my sister’s school in Little Canada, St John the Evangelist.  Obviously, it is a private catholic school, so it was interesting to get a different perspective on education.  My sister teaches Spanish to grades three through eight at this school on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays and then teaches at a different school, Enunciation, on Wednesdays and Fridays for grades K, 1 and 2. The students don’t get a whole lot of Spanish every week, but my sister tries to include a variety of subjects within the Spanish umbrella (art, geography, music, literature) in order to give the children a broad perspective and greater appreciation for the Hispanic culture.


One of the most interesting things about the catholic school was the variability of the teachers.  Most of the teachers don’t have one specific subject that they teach, but rather have several different disciplines that they are responsible for, as well as different grades that they teach.  For example, the Phy-Ed teacher also teaches 3rd grade science, and the art teacher also teaches 5th grade math.  The school is smaller than most public schools, so the staff has to be willing to move around and help each other out from year to year as enrollment numbers go up or down.


Another thing that was interesting was the fact that the school does not have to adhere itself to state regulations on curriculum and testing standards.  This can potentially be good or bad.  I spoke with several teachers as well as the principal and they all mentioned NCLB as something they take into account as far as curriculum standards, but they are all glad they don’t have to comply with it and struggle to meet continually rising standards.  Therefore, they focus on the “required” subjects but they also allow time for untraditional subjects like religion, Spanish and art, which means that the students’ education is potentially more well-rounded at the private school than at a public one.


Unfortunately, the school does not have to meet any standards for students with disabilities.  There is no resource room, no psychologist, no counselor, and no special education teacher.  The school does not have to accept every student, so the ones that they cannot immediately provide for are usually not admitted.  However, there are obviously a few students with LD’s or EBD’s in the school that simply don’t have access resources that will help them out in the long run.  My sister is quite frustrated by this and noticed a few in particular that most likely have ADHD and are not medicated or given any type of assistance.  I think that is difficult for both the students and the teachers since most of the teachers don’t have the tools or the time to give the student what he or she needs to succeed.   And the student, without help, will probably not learn as effectively as he or she potential could.  Their own disabilities, however slight they may be, might also frustrate them and make it difficult to improve and achieve.


My time with the students was enjoyable.  I brought along a slide show with some pictures that I took while I was in Spain.  I showed those and talked about them, including facts about the Spanish culture and traditional values.  My sister piped in a few times to ask them about vocabulary words that were relevant to the topic.  Then I played a short sample of Flamenco music that I had, and let them ask questions.  The 5th and 6th grade kids were wonderful at coming up with good questions.  They were curious about all sorts of everyday things in Spain: Do they have shopping malls? Do they eat at McDonald’s? Do they all have big houses?  Some of the 3rd grades were more curious about my interests while I was there: What was your favorite food?  What did you do with friends?  Can you say this sentence in Spanish? (“I am an alien from Jupiter and I don’t know a lot of Spanish.” Yes, I could say that).


Overall it was a great day; my sister said she felt like I was living her life for her since she didn’t have to teach at all, which was great.  She would also like me to come back someday and give a topic-specific presentation.  She is going to take a survey from the students and find out what they would most like to learn about-Flamenco, food, customs, religious holidays, etc.  So, hopefully I will be able to get a little bit more experience sometime soon!

October 14th, 2008
Ordway Visit

This week I went to the Ordway to visit a member of the Education program, Kirstin.  I received her contact information from Maria Kelly, and she invited me to come see a show over my break and then have a discussion about my possible involvement with the Ordway next semester.  So I went up to see the dance performance Evidence, by Ronald K. Brown.  I met Kirstin in the lobby beforehand and we talked about what my interests are and what I’m currently doing in school.  Then we saw the show, which was really good.  It was an eclectic mix of dance styles with a strong emphasis on the ethnic diversity of the group.  The music was really good and it was an overall inspiring performance.

Afterwards, Kirstin, her colleague Jen, and I went to get some lunch. We had a really informal discussion about my life in college, my goals for my project and my possible options and opportunities for life after college.  I was happy to talk with them about everything mostly because they are only a couple years older than me and seem to have recently gone through all of the things I am now experiencing.  They were very encouraging, and told me a lot of things that I needed to hear.  They had great advice for discovering possible career options after graduation.

Later we talked about their careers in the education program at Ordway and what exactly they do on a daily basis.  The program seems really great, and I was excited to hear about all of the community involvement they have.  Kirstin described some of the theories they have on the importance of arts integration since she is currently a graduated student in arts administration.  She had a lot of resources for me that she sent out, so I’m excited to read those.  She also included a list of websites and other community institutions that are advocates for the arts that she thought would be useful.  They were both interested in my project and told me they would be happy to answer questions and provide other resources if I need them.

Finally we talked about the internship possibility.  They both thought I would be a great candidate to help with the evaluation and assessment program during January.  Apparently it is an internship that would be great for a person with a complicated schedule since a lot of the work can be done during free time and doesn’t require a lot of in-office work.  I think it would really be a great opportunity for me to get to know some of the schools around the cities and how they stay involved with the arts opportunities in their community.  It is also a great connection to an actually arts education program in the Twin Cities who has great contacts with other programs as well.

October 17th, 2008
Sibley


This week in the resource room I did several different things.  Usually when I arrive Mrs. Johnson is working with two girls and a boy on mathematics.  O The one boy is usually a little behind the girls since he has less time scheduled in the resource room.  So I sometimes work with the boy separately on the problems.  In one sense I think that is good for him, but it also might be confusing for him since I probably have a different method of teaching those things step by step.  I usually try to get as much information out of him as I can to understand what processes they are going through, but sometimes he is forgetful so we just start from the top.  We are doing addition and subtraction in the hundreds with carrying so it’s a hard process to describe.  I think he’s improving though which is good.


I then helped another boy with his writing.  He was there to work on story comprehension.  He had read a short story and was supposed to answer several questions in complete sentences.  The questions were a little backwards so it took several times reading through them for him to understand what was being asked.  The story started out with a little girl being sad that she was grounded, and then went on to describe her memory of why she was grounded.  It took a little while for the student to understand that the first part of the story was actually the most recent action of the plot line.  But we drew it out together in a kind of map and that really helped him understand.


After most of the other students had left Roanne went to get a young boy that need some help with listening skills.  I think he had AD/HD and mostly went to the resource room to practice good listening.  First Roanne asked him some questions about what might make it difficult to be a good listener and they drew pictures of people interrupting others and being distracting by whispering out of turn or tapping a pencil on their desk.  Then Roanne gave him a workbook that had some picture in it and gave him crayons.  Roanne had instructions that she read to him and he was supposed to listen and do exactly as she said.  The instructions went like this: “Point to the picture of the horse.  Pick up the red crayon. Draw a circle around the horse.  Put the red crayon down. Point to the picture of the pig. Pick up the green crayon.  Draw a star above the pig’s head…”  The first few exercises were pretty easy for the student, but the Roanne told me to be distracting in the background a make a lot of noise.  I played with some plastic coins and ruffled pages and tapped on the blackboard, which definitely distracted the poor student.  That gave him some good examples of situations in which it would be more difficult to listen. Then they discussed how to deal with that and how he should remind himself to pay attention to the teacher during times when he should be listening.
November 4th, 2008
Sibley


This week was kind of scary in the resource room, partly because I was distracted by the election news, and partly because Roanne put me in charge of teaching the two girls their math lesson for the afternoon.  They had been working out of their book and initially I was just supposed to check their answers, but the didn’t get all of them right so we went over a couple on the board together.  I don’t use the same vocabulary as Roanne, so that made it a little difficult because I think I confused the girls a little bit initially.  But I mostly had them describe the process we were going through and that made it a little easier.  They were working on borrowing numbers in subtraction problems so it got a little confusing if they made a mistake and we had to start all over.  But after we talked through those we did a problem with decimals and ordering the numbers from highest to lowest.  I initially just put a variety of numbers on the board (0.45, 0.89, 1.39 etc) but they didn’t order them correctly at all so I had to back way up and re-explain decimals to them.  I used money as an example, which worked pretty well, but then we ran out of time and they had to back to class.  That was a little frustrating just because I felt that right as things were starting to click for them they had to run back to class.  We didn’t even get to go over again to make sure they were really getting it.


There were no other regular students scheduled to come for the rest of the day, so I went with the two girls I had just been working with to their science class.  Roanne thought it would be a good idea to observe them in a regular classroom to see how they got along and if they had any difficulties with directions or instructions.  The science class they went to seemed to be a combination class with a teacher other than their homeroom teacher.  The teacher was very well organized and the students were excited to be there.  They were doing an experiment with the pH of different liquids.  The whole lab was set up for them with liquids labeled by letter and content already poured into film canisters.  There was a pH scale on the board and each liquid was assigned a letter.  The students were to test each liquid by dipping a strip of pH paper into each liquid one at a time then check the color against a code that would determine the level of pH in the liquid.  It was very well organized and all of the students seemed to understand the directions just fine and had no problem completing the experiment.  The teacher spent most of her time at the table where my two girls were sitting and another boy who seemed to have an LD.  They only need help getting started, but after that they did just fine on their own.  It was nice to see everything running so smoothly.

November 11th, 2008

Sibley


Today I started out helping a boy write his “memoire.”  I have worked with him on his reading and writing and I think he feels pretty comfortable with me around.  So he told me the story that he was planning on writing about (it got a little long-winded) and then we tried to organize the structure.  I was writing down his sentences as he dictated to me since this project was more about story organization than writing or spelling quality.  We had to talk about how to make sentences more concise instead of having really long detailed sentences.  He realized that people might get confused if you add too many words in one sentences.  That was a great realization.  He added quite a bit to his story but then had to go back to class.


Next I had some time until the kindergartener I usually work with was scheduled to come in.  Roanne suggested that I go down to his classroom and observe him for a while during their choice time.  She had heard from her daughter in his class that he can be a bully and that many of the other kids don’t like him very well because he doesn’t play nice.  So it was interesting to watch him in class interacting with others.  His English isn’t very good yet (he’s an ELL, I think the first in the family) which makes it difficult for him I think, and may be part of the cause of his frustration.  But he behaved really pretty well while I was there, probably in part because he knew I was watching.  It might have been nice to talk to his regular teacher and see what she has observed.  During choice time he and some other students drew on white boards (they were supposed to be practicing words, which one girl did with all of the words joined together, it was really cute).  Anyway, the boy I was observing just kind of watched the other kids, and one girl got upset with him for not putting his cap back on the marker he was holding before taking a new one so she did it for him.


Back in the resource room I worked with the student on writing letters.  He has trouble remembering to pick his pencil up in between steps so his paper gets pretty messy.  Roanne had devised a new strategy however with a tray of sand and a magna doodle.  She drew the letter on the magna doodle, and then the student drew the letter in the sand with his finger. He really enjoyed that and it was easy to erase the letter each time for a clean slate.  Roanne had to physically help him move his hand and pick it up a couple times, but mostly he did a really good job.

November 12th, 2008

ArTECH


The name of the school is rather a misnomer—what they really focus on is project-based learning.  The requirements are higher in the arts than the state’s standard requirements, the students take 2 full years of art classes, not just one year, and they have to take four different types within those credits.  This gives them more variety and exposure to various art forms.  Plus, students have access to the arts in the integrative learning projects that they do within other subjects.


In the middle school section, they have thematic curriculum.  This semester it is focusing on the Victorian era so they will be reading Charles Dickens, going to see two versions of A Christmas Carol, and learning about history and science during that time period as well.  This gives them greater exposure to various subjects, and also keeps them thinking critically.


In the high school, they use a program called Teaching for Artistic Behavior that is student centered.  Each student chooses a project to be working on throughout the semester.  They have gallery days and critique days that give them opportunities to assess and evaluate their own work, as well as that of others.  They work in a close-knit community and they really rely on feedback and critique from others.


There is a dance program in the school, they focus on the modern style with a mix of ballet and jazz as well.  An upcoming performance is organized, put on and run by students titled “Thanksgive.”  It’s a series of short performances that started out as a fundraiser, but has become a big production for the students and faculty, plus the parents get really excited.  They also have a theater class and program; it is easy for the students to participate in the NHS theater club after school as well.  There is a music teacher at the school, some students teach younger students interested, and again it is easy to participate at NHS in after school choirs, but they do have music/choir class during spring semester and they often sing as part of theater as well.


As far as logistics go, the school has a visiting nurse, a special education staff, a traditional high school counselor, and a psychologist.  They also try to inspire a lot of community involvement so that the school is on the radar.  They have plenty of involvement with the Northfield Arts Guild, and they also use facilities at the ArtOrg for printmaking.  There are 30 students with IEP’s and a wide range of disabilities.  The social worker/counselor does a lot of observation to ensure that the students receive appropriate education.


The organization and layout of the school is very impressive.  The whole school is very open, and divided into four general sections that correspond to the grades taught in each area.  The students engage each other and the teachers all have a clear view of what is going on.  The middle school students spend some of their morning time in group conversation to share school work ideas, talk about events that occurred after school and at home, play games, and motivated each other to focus and get the workday started.  The core classes take place during the afternoon, and for that they rotate around the school to visit different teachers (most of whom teach several subjects).


The middle school students also work on individual projects during each quarter on a topic that is related to the theme of focus.  Each student researches a topic of choice and discusses options and progress with the teacher/leader.  This gives students a great deal of freedom and helps them work on their independent work skills.  They decide on an outline and schedule with the teacher, and then they follow up with self-evaluations and final share their work with their classmates at the end.  Overall the school has a great sense of community and it is obvious that everyone helps everyone else in a very positive way.
November 25th, 2008
Ordway Center

Internship Meeting Notes

Arts integration project:

Dance and math—how do they complement each other?  Not using one to teach the other, but finding similarities and correlations between the two

Internship duties: 

· help write letter to schools

· put together questions with help from Christa

· visit schools, gather information from students and teachers

· paperwork/printing info in the office

· possibly working with Christa to assess, put together final report

Performances:


Jan 12th/13th

Feb 4th/5th

May 26th-29th Children’s Festival show

Arts Integration: what is it?


Inquiry-based, finding ways to demonstrate knowledge with natural connections; mutually reinforcing both subject areas (not using one to teach the other); both areas of study are equally important

Schools to choose:

· Schools that come to performances; are active liaisons; go to workshops; and have good standing with the Ordway

· They are scheduled to see one of the above shows in Jan/Feb

· They bring several classes each time, or the entire school

We should ultimately be communicating with students that have seen multiple performances at the Ordway so they can relate their opinions to multiple experiences.  We will use visuals and other stimuli to help students remember previous performances.

Letter of Recruitment for schools’ involvement


Send by second week of December; give reasons why this study will be conducted, who will be using it and how; ask for involvement from teachers and students; give a time frame and info about what will be asked during the conversations; tell them it will help the Ordway to receive feedback on the program and help their students reflect on and analyze what they saw and learned (continued learning).

December 2nd, 2008
Sibley

Today was my last visit to Sibley’s resource room.  It was crazy day, and Roanne was really happy to see me when I arrived early.  She was trying to get the two fifth grade girls who come in for math set up to work on their own, but I took over and we did a couple worksheets together.  I have already noticed a good deal of improvement in their abilities, and they both got all the answers correct on addition and subtraction problems.  One of the girls had a writing assignment to work on while the other continued her math practice so I had to jump back and forth between them to provide enough help for both of them.  It was interesting switching gears like that and trying to give them both assistance while still letting them try to figure out problems on their own.  It really requires an intense thought process on my part since I’m trying to give them the tools to work these things out on their own, but that takes time and is difficult when another student is being distracting with a different problem.  I imagine a regular classroom would be even more difficult.


After the girls left I went to join Roanne and another student, a third grader, who was being tested for achievement in verbal comprehension.  It was really interesting to watch because the boy speaks Spanish at home, so English is his second language.  There was an interpreter in the room also who was available to translate if needed, but since they were testing verbal comprehension it didn’t really make sense to try to do it in two languages. Most of the questions were testing his ability to identify synonyms, which was difficult to translate into Spanish anyhow.  Plus, the boy was really hesitant to have the interpreter translate, and we couldn’t really figure out why.  After he left, the three of us discussed his possible placement under IDEA.  His previous school had qualified him under LD, but Roanne is actually considering some form of ASD since his intelligence scores are fine, and he seems to really have some social quirks that set him apart.  It would be interesting to see what they decide after speaking with the parents and the rest of the committee involved.


After that I worked with the young kindergarten boy I have been helping every week.  He has his number 1-10 down really well so he has been doing 11-20 now for a couple of days.  He can usually get the order down pretty easily, but he has trouble pronouncing numbers 13-15 with the “th” and “f” sounds.  I always have him watch me while I say it, then he repeats me, which usually helps.


Finally Roanne went to get a fourth grader who has trouble listening in class.  I have observed him before and he really just gets very distracted.  He has ADHD, so he only comes in a few times a week to work on his listening comprehension.  Today Roanne had some directions that she read to him that he was support to repeat back in his own words.  The ones given to him were long, usually two sentences, and very specific.  The student was supposed to shorten the directions and put them into his own words.  It was pretty difficult, and he was visibly struggling.  It’s too bad they don’t have more time together, because it seems that he could really use the extra assistance.

December 5th, 2008

ArTECH


I visited the ArTECH School again this week and was able to talk with the artist-in-residence, Dom, and the music/physics teacher, Todd.  It was nice to hear their different opinions on the dynamics of the school and the effectiveness of teaching strategies.  Here’s my summary of notes:


The school is non-traditional in its teaching methods of art; most schools focus on the final product the students end up with, whereas at ArTECH they focus on the process of making the art and being creative.  Dom described it as “reverse engineering” because the goal is not the final product, but rather the experience and knowledge they gain from the process.  The school tries to give them access to real technologies as often as possible so the students have as much real life experience as they can get.


One really important thing for the students to have is media literacy.  Most teachers at regular public schools don’t understand what media literacy is, according to Dom.  Students need to have up-to-date knowledge about how to use digital tools, and how to communicate visually and graphically, using their media skills to present information.  While of course traditional methods of writing and oral presentations are also taught with emphasis, all must be represented with an equal emphasis, giving students a sufficient balance and the power to elect that which most satisfies their needs for any given project.  The most important part of media literacy in the high school and middle school though is that is gives students new opportunities and keeps their interest


One of the most important aspects of the school is its size.  The student-teacher ratio is small enough that every teacher knows every student, has worked with them, and knows how the other adults in the school know that student as well.  It makes collaboration a very easy and necessary process; the students all have plenty of interaction with their teachers and he staff.  That means the education can be more individual for each student and they won’t feel like the education is being “done to them.”


Todd, the music/physics teacher, also spoke about the effect of the project-based-learning in the school.  He has planned projects that deal with explaining the physics of a guitar, the workings of a radio show and the history of Einstein’s thought.  It takes a different thought process to come up with the projects for these students, especially when coming from a different school.  But the teachers all help each other, and they end up having different roles to play to which the students really respond well.


ArTECH is a state public school and therefore has to perform at a certain level on the state standardized tests every year.  Apparently the tests are a pain to complete, mostly because of the amount of time that they have to prepare for them and the money that it costs.  There are benefits to having standard requirements in math, science and reading, but it’s hard to tell what exactly is being accomplished with those tests in comparison to what would be accomplished without them.

One difficult thing about ArTECH is the fact that it is a charter school and had a very wide variety of students.  The distribution of abilities and achievements is very even across the board as opposed to the normal bell-curve distribution in most public schools.  That means that the teachers can’t necessarily teach to the “norm” because there is none.  There needs to be a lot more individualized differentiation for the learning to be applicable for every student.  To help with this, the middle school students have projects all morning and the high school students have individual projects.  However, motivation can be difficult, that’s why it’s so important for everyone to be closely connected in a tight community.  They have morning meetings for motivation, trust building and project inspiration.  Overall the whole school has a very family-like structure since they all are continually learning and growing together.

