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Standard 2: Student Learning

Students have variable ranges of learning abilities, desires, progressions and development.  It is imperative that each student is approached and understood as an individual and unique learner.  Students should be able to find importance in what they are learning.  A good teacher should try to accommodate and challenge each student’s learning style and possible obstacles in order to maximize his or her potential.  The teacher should also exercise a continual desire to learn and exhibit excitement about learning as an example to his or her students.


Teaching Sunday school to early grade school children taught me a lot about individuals’ learning abilities and willingness.  One student may try hard to pay attention and participate but may not grasp concepts or ideas as readily as others, even those who are more troublesome during class time.  I learned it is very important to be patient and help each individual, whether by giving them extra tasks to work on to keep them occupied or by slowing down with those students who need a little extra assistance.  During this course I hope to find new ways to accommodate different learning styles, to inspire students to find out more about themselves, and to expand their desires to learn.
Standard 3: Diverse Learners


Every student learns differently based on their individuality, personal history, origin, socio-economic background, culture, language and community.  Therefore, diverse teaching strategies and an open mind are essential to equal learning opportunities for all students.  A good teacher should recognize that every student has different needs and desires when it comes to learning and should try to provide lessons and learning opportunities for each student.

I have had a few opportunities to work with diverse students, though not always in the same setting.  When I was in Thailand, I was teaching students English, and quickly realized that I had to experiment with several different teaching methods in order to satisfy their varying levels of ability and comprehension.  I understand that every child and student has their differences and similarities and I am fairly adept at realizing these and providing support and assistance for these students. However, I would like to be able to experience a greater range of diversity in a classroom so that I am better able to accommodate to a number of different students at once.
Standard 4: Instructional Strategies

It is important to know and effectively utilize different teaching methods for different subjects and topics.  It is necessary to give students a reasonable method of approach to learning different topics in order to stimulate cognitive development and thinking skills.  It is important to vary the teaching style based on the topic presented as well as the variety of learning styles necessary per classroom and range of abilities.  Each student should feel comfortable as well as challenged by the teaching methods in order for them to develop their own thinking skills and problem solving abilities.

When I was teaching Spanish to a second grade class, I frequently went over material several times while presenting it differently each time: once verbally, once in song, once with matching pictures and maybe even once in a competitive game.  I learned this helps stimulate a deeper cognitive understanding of the vocabulary instead of simply the short-term memorization based on repetition.  During this course I hope to learn more about variable teaching strategies by experimenting with my own abilities as a teacher and by presenting several different activities in order to assess the different ranges of improvement of the students.
Standard 5: Learning Environment


Humans have many motivational sources and it is important to know how a student’s environment is a motivator based on other students, organizations, available resources and the amiability of the general atmosphere.  It is important for a teacher to develop different methods of instruction in order to support, stimulate, and nurture the social and psychological environment of the classroom so that the students are exposed to many different motivational sources and a variety of relationships within their learning environment.

I volunteered at a horse ranch for children with special needs and physical disabilities and learned a lot about the importance of environment.  Most of the children I worked with very nervous about riding a horse for the first time.  It was extremely important for me to exude a familiarity with the environment so that the children would feel safe and comfortable.  If I was confident, it helped them feel confident about trying new experiences and developing their skills and abilities with the horses.  I would like to continue to observe the importance of learning environment this year and further understand how classroom environment and social situations can help or hinder students’ motivations to learn.  I hope to be able to influence students positively by being an additional motivational person in their environment and someone they can count on to help them with any difficulties that might arise.
Standard 6: Communication

It is essential to understand the variable ways and methods of effective communication between teachers, students, parents, and community.  A good teacher should be able to adapt to different communication theory based on students’ needs, backgrounds, gender and development.  Communication should not only be through words but also actions, activities and mannerisms.  A good teacher should always accommodate for their students’ communication abilities and at the same time present opportunities for them to expand their communication skills among peers, adults, younger students and authority figures.

While I volunteered at a school in Mexico, the language barrier often presented problems between me and my students.  However, I quickly realized that my actions, expressions and mannerisms were the most successful means for capturing my students’ attention, and encouraging their excitement and enthusiasm.  Furthermore, at a school that I volunteered at in Thailand, the language barrier was even wider.  I realized that the most effective way of including the younger children and inspiring them to learn was simply my presence, my attentiveness to their efforts, and my love.  During this course I hope to improve my abilities as a speaker and authority figure so that I can clearly communicate with and motivate my students.  I also hope to expand my abilities as a teacher by experimenting with several different communication methods.
Standard 8: Assessment:


It is important to have a solid understanding of the different types of assessments and evaluations, to know which are most appropriate to use for different situations and to be aware of the advantages as well as the limitations and biases that are possible with each.  Taking that into consideration, it is important to take regular assessments of the students’ work in order to determine the successes and possible failures of certain teaching methods and styles.

My personal experience with standardized testing is not negative but has never been very positive either.  I know that state and national standards may be useful and important to ensure that all students receive equal opportunities; however, those standards are difficult to define.  I think it will be interesting to see if the teachers and children I will be working with have any strong opinions about standardized testing.  During this course, I also hope to witness different methods that teachers use in order to assess their students’ achievements and also to determine what the students could use more instruction and assistance with.  I am also curious to see what the assessment standards and expectations are for grades K-5.
Standard 10: Collaboration, Ethics and Relationships

It is imperative to understand that each student is part of a larger community other than the classroom.  Each student has needs, desires, relationships and duties outside of the school community, but it is all connected within the student.  It is also important to recognize that every student’s emotional and social development is incredibly important to focus on throughout their education. For these reasons a good teacher should try to realize these social connections and relationships in order to assist their students in strengthening and building upon them.  Students should be aware that they always have a safe place in their school and also that school should not have to be a hindrance to the rest of their life, and vice versa.
My school-age years were primarily centered on school and friends until I underwent several major surgeries in 4th grade and missed nearly 3 months of school.  It became a whole new ordeal to juggle hospital visits, family gatherings and homework with school, while I was continually sick. I had a difficult time readjusting to school after my last surgery, but it would have been impossible without the amazing support of my teacher and classmates. From then on I have always tried to consider the whole life of each student as an important factor in their learning abilities, motivations and experiences. Through my experiences this semester I hope to witness firsthand the relationships that are built within and outside of the classroom and how the teachers manage and juggle these differing communities and all of their needs.
