Lesson Plan for ARTech

Curriculum Goals:

· Get students thinking about art as a social commentary

· Promote expression of beliefs and ideals

· Encourage creativity and a varied method of artistic communication

· Discover what students ascertain to be the most crucial societal issue currently in their lives.  What matters? How are they willing to show their opinions? 

Thoughts on Advertising:

• What are the intersections between art and advertising?

• What are the responsibilities of advertisers to their clients, and to the public?

• How do artists participate in and critique mass media systems?

· What impacts YOU in the media?

· What is most effective for public works of art: subtlety, irony, blatant statements, shocking pictures, clever statements, convictions of necessity for happiness/wellbeing?

Problem


Society is changing!  America, the environment, the economy….we have globalization and international consumerism… family structures are changing and evolving, community environments continually morph and educational systems are improved or given new standards. 


In the past, artists have responded to social and political issues in many various ways. [show power point]  Some examples include Francisco de Goya, Picasso, Barbara Kruger, Michael Ray Charles, and Banksy.  Artists during wartime often create powerful pieces as protest statements, and many artists use the media to spark questions and voice opinions on social issues.

Time Frame


45 minutes a day, three or four days

Materials

· 8x12 white paper

· pencils, charcoal, or pen

· colored pencils, watercolor pencils, or pastels

Process

What are some things you are concerned about as teenagers in America?  What would you like to change about society? Are there stereotypes you would like to erase, or truths you would like to share?  Think about family values, educational standards, discrimination, external expectations, and media exploitations.
· A few things that I would like to make a social statement about: war in Iraq, body image and the media, domestic violence, and discrimination

· I am currently working on piece that is comprised of mixed media using magazine clipping, personal poems, sketches and abstract color shapes.  my big idea is to express my contempt of the standardized body type expected of young girls in western societies, especially from communities that already expect perfection in other aspects of life
Today’s theme:


Popularity/Fame?         Nature?         Consumerism?        Stereotypes?

· I want you to write down some key words related to this topic.  Write something positive, and negative, if possible.    Think about what your parents would say about it, or what you would say about it to a friend or to your teacher. Think of images related to this topic. How would you represent it? What colors would you use?  Take 2 minutes.

· When you are ready, turn to a neighbor and exchange ideas. Take another two minutes to discuss.

· Now, raise your hand to share your thoughts with the class.
· Great, now start planning your page. Sketch a few ideas and try to combine images that pose questions or use sarcasm to portray irony.  

· (give time frame-5 minutes?)

· It doesn’t have to perfect, just use the images that come to mind at first.  Try to fill up the page. 

· Ask questions if you need to!  

· See if you can make it as much of a social statement as possible, and express your ideas as clearly as you can.  It doesn’t have to be complex, just make it personal.

· When you get an outline finished, fill it in, add colors if you like or add more details if possible.

· If time permits, put magnets up on the board and let classmates discuss their pictures and share their ideas

· What works?  What could be improved upon?  What would you like to add to yours?  What else do you need to know about, what questions do you have about the issue at hand?  Are we missing any key perspectives?  How would people in the public see these?  What can be assumed from the works?  What needs to be told for understanding to be achieved? 
