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 “Ugly”
 “Ugly” is one dance performance that I truly have great respect for.  I admire the dancers for their tenacity, I admire the musician for his creative qualities, and I especially admire the choreographer for his temerarious efforts in creating such a complex and developed work out of the variety of ideas surrounding the word “ugly”. I think overall the whole production worked because there was a good combination of startling effects, interesting costumes, disparate music, and somewhat ambiguous set changes.  The one thing I think made me question the motivation of the piece was the fact that a lot of the movement seemed like it was too linear and predictable.  However, I felt that even though there were several different themes that were portrayed under the larger umbrella theme of “ugly” the entire show was well put together due to the developed artistic elements.  

I really enjoyed the choice of music for the piece.  It was rather jarring at times and very ambiguous and abstract with all of its technological sound effects.  It made me feel uncomfortable simply because I didn’t know what to expect. In a way, the music was a good “dancer” with the others, it added another element to the dance and enhanced the discomfort that I felt when seeing the production as a whole.  

While I don’t think the dancers were overshadowed by the music, I do think that at times the movement did not seem to reflect the similar ideas as the music did.  I think that the movement became too caught up in the relationships between two dancers.  There were several times when there were duets and trios or even all of the dancers out on stage and I just felt that things were too much in unison, and too linear.  I didn’t mind it in the first section “baroque” because I think it was good to use contrasting movements and a more romanticized costume scheme for that particular idea.  But in the middle section I didn’t know what to think of the moments of unity, and that confused me because the music was still so inconsistent and divergent.  In a way, it made sense that people kept changing roles and dancing with others, but when the whole group would move together, I didn’t know what was being said; I couldn’t find the voice within the movement.

As the dancers shed more and more pieces of clothing, I felt that the dance was trying to reflect what is naturally within us.  I don’t know if I liked the relationships that were given in the last section because I feel that when something reverts to its natural state, it is more solitary, and that we are beautiful as individuals.  However, Mathew could have had the vision that when humans are free from labels of beauty and ugliness they are more likely to be in community and harmony with others.  The dance seemed to reflect a great deal of conjunction between humans and the earth in the last section, especially due to the set pieces and the differing sound effects that were rather more peaceful, though still very abstract.

I think that the dancer in white was an interesting figure as well. She seemed to be an inner spirit or an internal realization of what should be considered reality. She was hidden, unspoken of in the beginning, and seemed to be the lost soul. But in the second section she was there to show the close up reality of what we do to ourselves in times of uncertainty and when we attempt to conform.  I am not sure what her final role was, but I liked that Amy said she felt like it was a maternal figure, someone who knows the burden, feels the burden and eventually tries to take it off of those it is affecting.  However, if this was so, I don’t think it was consistent throughout the show, and for the most part I didn’t know what to expect from her most of the time.

Overall, I was very impressed with the whole production.  It has taken me a while to be able to process it, and I know I still don’t understand it all but in a way I think that is okay. I don’t know if everything was supposed to be relevant to something else, or if parts of it were too organized or too disparate but I think that is mostly based on opinion. I think that may have been the point—maybe the choreographer wanted the audience to question the entire dance.  What is ugly and what is beautiful? I don’t have any more right to define it than Mathew does, and I am grateful that he did not try to.

