Schedule of Course Activities
	Topic
	Question(s)
	Reading
	Assignment Due

	Part I: Race
	
	
	

	Introduction to course
	
	
	

	Introduction to the African American Experience: Historical examples of Texas Western basketball team, Michigan “Fab Five,” Jackie Robinson and Tiger Woods
	Why do think African Americans are statistically overrepresented in certain sports but significant discrimination remains? Why do athletes (e.g., Tiger Woods, Jackie Robinson) continue to succeed despite having restrictions placed upon their careers?
	Race, Sport (“African Americans and Sports: Explanation” – pp. 25-43)
	

	The Major Leagues: Separate and Unequal
	Why is the focus of this article spring training? What is the significance of spring training? How did Latino and African American players essentially “make it” during extended spring training?
	Lomax, “Major League Baseball’s Separate And Unequal Doctrine”
	Sports Autobiography

	Racism and the Olympic Games: 1890’s to the 1950’s
	How was sport – the Olympics and Owens’ triumph – able to counter cultural supremacy and Nazi rule? Is this in some ways an irony, given current perspectives of the black athlete and their place in the sporting world? Will we ever be able to solve the race and athletic ability (i.e. scientific racism) question?
	Dyreson, “American Ideas about Race and Olympic Races from

the 1890s to the 1950s:Shattering Myths or Reinforcing Scientific Racism?”
	

	Genetics, Race and Sports
	Why does the majority find this argument racially sensitive? Is the claim that some athletes – i.e. African American athletes – are genetically superior simply another form of racism?
	Race, Sport (“Race and Sports: The Genetic Argument” – pp. 45-72)
	

	Basketball as a Targeted Racial Game
	Where did the game of basketball originate, and how did it become a “black” game?
	Lomax, “The Uneven View of African American Ballers”
	Response Paper 1”

	Part II: Class
	
	
	

	Class Differences in Colonial Times
	Early on, how was sport only available to the middle and upper class? How did the working class compensate for these differences?
	Brief History of American Sports (“Colonists at Play” – pp. 3-42)
	

	Leisure Time and Class Differences
	How do members of different classes value play in different ways? How does the “leisure revolution” mirror the construction of the modern city?
	Uminowicz, “Sport in a Middle-Class Utopia: Asbury Park, New Jersey, 1871-1985”
	

	Another Perspective: Primitive Cultures and Sport
	What are key concerns in regards to studying play in primitive cultures? Are there truly “class differences” in these cultures? Can survival tactics be considered leisure time?
	Howell, Dodge, Howell, “Generalizations On Play in ‘Primitive Societies’”
	

	Sport for the Upper Class
	How might have horse racing and other upper-class-specific games evolved during the American Revolution?
	Seabiscuit (I)
Ledbetter, “Sports and Games of the American Revolution”
	

	Sport for the Upper Class
	Based on Seabiscuit, what are qualities of horse racing that make the sport popular and accessible amongst the upper class?
	Seabiscuit (II)

	Response Paper 2

	Part III: Gender
	
	
	

	Introduction to Sport and Gender; Gender and Sport in Early America
	In this research, what should be wary of? What comparisons can we draw between gender relations of early American times and today?
	Struna, “Gender and Sporting Practice in Early American, 1750-1810”
	

	Sexuality and Sport
	Is the “erotic gaze” really sports specific? Or are there larger cultural trends? How can we account for the differential treatment of male and female athletes’ sexuality in the media?
	Vertinsky, “The Erotic Gaze, Violence and ‘Booters with Hooters’”
	

	Sexuality and Sport (con’t)
	Why are there repeated acts of sexism despite the fact that women’s events have often drawn the best television ratings?
	Zirin, “Taking Care of T-C-B: Sports, Sexism, and Gay Bashing”
	

	A Utopia for Women’s Athletics
	What is necessary for something like this to happen in a patriarchal society? What is happening politically, sociologically and historically that allows this event to prosper?
	The Only Dance in Iowa
	

	A Utopia for Women’s Athletics (con’t)
	Consider the place – small town Iowa – in which the memoir takes place. Could this phenomenon occur in a larger metropolis?
	The Only Dance in Iowa
	Response Paper 3

	Part IV: Sport Today
	
	
	

	Impact of Sports on American Society
	In what ways does ESPN mirror some of the historical racial, class and gender issues that we have talked about?
	Nathan, “Sometimes ESPN Seems Ubiquitous”
	

	Current Events
	How has history set a precedent for these stories happening in our sporting world today?
	Duke Lacrosse, steroids, youth sports current events articles
	

	Athletes as Role Models
	Is the historical precedent simply too strong to hold our athletes to a higher standard?
	
	Major Paper


