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TASK 1: Planning Instruction and Assessment (From the TPA)

A: Context for Learning Information

About the school where you are teaching

1. Describe where you are teaching (elementary school, middle school, high school, etc.).
2. List any specialized features of your district, school, or classroom setting (e.g. themed magnet, classroom aide, bilingual, team taught with a special education teacher) that will affect your teaching in this unit.

3. Describe any district, school, or cooperating teacher requirements or expectations that might impact your teaching and assessment practice, such as co-planning, required curricula, pacing, or standardized tests including interim or benchmark assessments.
About the subject area/course you are teaching

1. What is the name of the course? 

2. What is the length of the course (one semester, half semester, etc.)?
3. What is the class schedule (e.g., 50 minutes every day, 90 minutes every other day)?

4. Is there any ability grouping or tracking? If so, please describe how it affects your class.
5. Identify any textbook or instructional program you primarily use for instruction. If it is a textbook, please provide the name, publisher, and date of publication.

6. List other resources (e.g., SmartBoard, dictionaries, online resources, manipulatives, graphing calculators) you use for instruction in this class.

About the students in your class

1. Grade-level composition of the class



 

2. Number of:

a. Students in the class




 

b. Males


   Females



c. English language learners





d. Students identified as gifted and talented



e. Students with Individualized Education plans (IEPs) or 504 plans



3. Complete the chart below to summarize the required accommodations or modifications for special education students or gifted and talented students that will affect your instruction in this unit. As needed, consult with your cooperating teacher to complete the chart. The first row has been completed in italics as an example. Use as many rows as you need. 

	Special Education Category
	# Students
	Accommodations/ Pertinent IEP Objectives

	Example: 

Learning Disability
	4
	Close monitoring, follow up, and Resource Room

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


B: Planning Commentary

1. Summarize the content focus of this learning segment. This summary might take the form of a “big idea” or “essential question.”

2. Describe what you know about your students with respect to this content focus, what they can do well and what they are learning to do. Consider the variety of learners in the class, including individuals and subgroups requiring different strategies. Include how this knowledge influences your choices of instructional strategies to promote student learning of this content. Address the following areas: 

a. Academic development -- Consider students’ prior knowledge, key skills, ways of thinking in the subject areas, developmental levels, and other special educational needs.

b. Academic language development -- Consider aspects of language proficiency in relation to the oral and written English required to participate in classroom learning and assessment tasks. Describe the range in vocabulary and levels of complexity of language use within your entire class, not just for your English language learners.
c. Social and emotional development -- Consider factors such as relationships with each other, expressing themselves in constructive ways, engaging in collaborative learning, contributions to a productive learning environment.
d. Family/community/cultural assets and contexts -- Consider key factors such as cultural norms, student interests, relevant experiences and resources
3. How do your plans support your students’ learning of your content area academic language related to the essential question of the learning segment?
a. Explain how key learning tasks are sequenced in the learning segment to build connections from prior knowledge to new knowledge. Include how you will help students make connections between and among prior and new strategies for understanding, interpreting and responding to texts to deepen student learning throughout the learning segment. As needed, reference the instructional materials you have included. 
b. Consult with experienced educators to identify common sense understandings or misconceptions that contrast with the accepted understandings that are often associated with the learning segment content. How will you detect and attempt to change these common sense understandings or misconceptions?
c. Identify the language demands embedded in the learning segment. Be sure to address key vocabulary or phrases for the concepts being taught and linguistic features that enable students to understand or produce the oral and/or written texts in the learning segment.
d. Explain how the learning tasks help students at different academic and language proficiency levels develop this academic language.
e. Describe any strategies planned to support students with specific learning needs.
4. How will you monitor student learning during the learning segment? 
a. Explain how you will use the evidence from the planned informal and formal assessments to provide feedback to students and to monitor their progress toward meeting learning objectives. 
b. Describe any modifications in the assessment tools or accommodations planned to allow students with specific needs to demonstrate their learning. 
5. Reflection: Indicate how specific research/theory guided your selection of specific strategies and materials to help your students develop the understanding, strategies and skills needed to meet the learning objectives.
C: Standards and Objectives

Standards: 

· What national, state, or district/school content standards will this unit address?

Essential Question(s)
· What essential questions will be considered in this unit?

Measurable Objectives:

· Students will know… (What key knowledge will students acquire as a result of this unit?)

· Students will be able to… (What key skills will students acquire as a result of this unit?)
Objectives should:

· Be clear and manageable and written in measurable terms

· Be connected to the standards and the curriculum

· Consider student ability, interests, and backgrounds
D: Assessment Evidence

Your assessment plan should outline how you will:
· Link standards and objectives with corresponding assessment tools

· Use appropriate tools and get valid results

· Provide feedback to students

· Monitor student progress toward meeting objectives and use data to inform instruction

· Use differentiated/modified forms of assessment

What evidence will show that students understand?  How will you assess students at various points in time?

Pre-Assessment(s):

Formative Assessment(s):

Summative Assessment(s):

E: Learning Plan

Your learning plan should:
· Include activities related to standards and objectives

· Include activities that are engaging and purposeful

· Include activities that are differentiated based on students’ needs

· Include an appropriate time line that is linked to Pre-Assessment and Formative Assessment

Learning Activities: 

What learning experiences and instruction will enable students to achieve the standards/objectives?

Use the calendar below to outline your learning plan. Highlight the day that you will videotape.
	Mon



	Tues



	Wed



	Thurs



	Fri



	


	Mon



	Tues



	Wed



	Thurs



	Fri
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