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Message from the Chair, Dr. Mark Schelske

Greetings. It isamazing that we
have aready passed the midway
mark of the Fall Semester. t@nice
to be able to enter the school year
with amore optimistic feeling about
public education today. In
Minnesota, our legislature passed the
first significant increase in K-12
funding in several years and our
graduates experienced the benefit
immediately because most of them
found jobsin the state. Itisalso
apparent that pressure to make NCLB
more user-friendly to states and
school districtsis having an effect
and perhaps some of the punitive
aspects of the law will be diminished
and the quality-education-for-all
aspectswill be embellished. In

addition, we®e pleased about the
current dialogue between policy
makers and educators searching for
ways to make serious progress on
closing the achievement gap. Still,
much work remainsin that regard:
Minnesota@ NCES Report Card
indicates one of the largest gapsin
test scores between whites and
students of color in the nation. St.
Olaf is committed to preparing
teachers qualified and dedicated to
making adifferencein the
achievement gap.

Perhaps our biggest milestone
within the Education Department this
year isthe beginning of anew ESL
license starting in the Spring 2006.
Students will take (continued on p. 4)

Welcome from the Editor

Greetings from Flaten Hall and
welcome to the inaugural edition of
the electronic Education Department
Alumni Newsletter. Our goal for
thistwice yearly newsletter is two-
fold; not only do we want to provide
away for you to stay apprised of
department activities, but, more
importantly, we want to create a
forum for you to share your own
professiona news, achievements,
and classroom ideas. In thisfirst
edition, we briefly highlight the
activities of our four most recently
retired faculty members; in future
updates, we would like to highlight
your professional activities. We
want to hear about your successesin
the field of education. Have you

been honored in the profession?
Have you taken on additional
professional responsibilities? Are
you involved in an exciting new
initiative at your school? Let us
know what you are doing (or pass
on kudos about another Olewho is
too shy to share)! We would also
like to advertise your successful
teaching. Maybe you have a great
tip for classroom management or an
ideafor how to teach the short story.
Y ou might have afavorite lesson or
activity or teaching strategy that
never failsto motivate students. If
S0, we want to hear about

themEa nd pass them on to fellow
alumni. Please drop an e-mail to
leere@stolaf.edu and look for your

contributions in the future.
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Myron, upon QgraduationOthis
spring.

A nowhawe my 1919
Modd T running ater
conmpleting ohe
home maintenane
jobsO

Where Are They Now?

Four recently retired education faculty
members refl ect on life after St. OlafE

Myron Solid

As| writethis, | am into the second year
of my retirement. We continue living in
Northfield and participating in events and
activities of the town and the colleges.
Retirement was an adjustment for me. After
five years of high school teaching and 33
years college teaching -- doing what | loved to
do -- | struggled at first to find a structure to
my weeks and a meaning to my tasks, but
now | am comfortable with my new life and
enjoy each day.

Frequently | am asked, in conversation,
what | am doing with all my new-found time.
| cannot answer succinctly. | work part-time
as a consultant with a company that contracts
with colleges and universities, | have dusted
off my golf clubs for weekly outings, and |
continue to treasure the time at our lake
cottage. | now have my 1919 Model T
running after completing amajor engine
overal. | am rebuilding the deck on our house
and compl eting other home maintenance jobs.
My wife and | have traveled to New Zealand
and other sites and we look forward to more
travel, particularly to the safari in Botswana
scheduled next October. Thisfall | am
supervising three student teachers for the
Education Department and thoroughly
enjoying it. And | admit liking anew
experience for me: reading the morning paper
in the morning. My days are full with not
much stress. Y es, although there are many
things | miss about my work as a professor at
St. Olf, life in retirement is good.

Jim Holden

Since my retirement in 2001, | have been
keeping busy as a sometime babysitter for six
grandchildren, as a once-a-week fly-
fisherman, as an occasional tennis player and
volunteer coach, and as co-chair of the
Mission and Justice Committee at Bethel
Lutheran Church. My wife Caroline and |
have a so traveled to places such as
Guatemala, Norway, the U.S. Southeast and
West coasts, and Alaska. In addition, because

of my continuing interest in tennis, | am
writing a book about the history of boysChigh
school tennisin Minnesota. And finaly, | still
teach occasionally, offering coursesin the
Northfield Elder Collegium on topics such as
the future of education and Mark Twain and
doing aonce-a-semester presentation for
Professor WelckleQsenior seminar class.

Larry Zimmerman

Retirement: you are aways busy. You
wonder, How did | manageit al when | was
teaching?0Since retiring from St. Olaf, which
| miss very much--especialy in September, the
main activities | have been involved in would
be construction, travel and family.

Construction: We sold our housein
Brooklyn Center and moved to our lake home
on Big Birch Lake outside of Grey Eagle,
Minnesota (about 100 miles NW of Mpls). It
was small, so we added a two-story addition as
well asremodel the original cabin. Thishas
been athree-year project. We purchased an
ocean front condo on Hutchinson Island
(Atlantic side) south of Fort Pierce, Florida.
Last September (2004) we were directly in the
eye of hurricanes Frances and Jeannie. The
primary damage to our unit was the result of
water. We spent many weeks this past winter
cleaning and painting.

Travel: We still volunteer with the
YMCA and traveled to conventionsin
Australiaand Canada. We spent a month
traveling in Australiaand New Zealand and
three weeks this summer in New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Iland. We
continue to visit many of our favorite placesin
the U.S., aswell as checking out new areas.

Family: The past six years have been a
time of considerable change for our son and his
family. Asamember of the Army Reserve he
has deployed four times: Bosnia, Kosovo,
Afghanistan and the United Arab Emirates.
While he has been on deployment we have
supported his family emotionally, physically
and financially. In spite of al the negatives,
one positive has been al the additional time we
have spent with our granddaughter who started
seventh grade this fall. Helping with
homework from 1500 miles away is not easy.



Elementary Education

This past summer we had
another great institute for our St.
Olaf students seeking
elementary teaching licensure.
Twelve students participated in
and completed the intense
experience, and they are all
currently in the midst of their
student teaching and doing very
well. Faculty for the summer
institute included Dan Forstner,
Connie Nelson, Bob McClure,
Reid Bonshire, and Christopher
Danielson. We were also
pleased to be able to utilize the
significant talents of Betsy
McLaughlin, Linda Berger,
KarnaHauck, and Sally Bailly.
Thanksto everyone, both
students and faculty for a
wonderful and successful

experience.

On asad note, we have
determined that the elementary
teaching licensure program at St.
Olaf will be GunsettedOafter the
summer of 2007. State licensure
regulations have made it
extremely difficult for usto
continue to offer this licensure
to our students. The faculty and
staff of the department of
education proudly stand by our
students and graduates of this
program. They are quality
individuals and represent the
finest of what St. Olaf hasto
offer. If you would like further
information about this program,
please contact Dan Forstner or
Bob McClure.

Institute for Middle Schod Licensure

During the 20042005 shool year, the
education department fielded sveral
inquiries aboutmiddle school licensure
from dums who were initially licensed in
grades 7-12. Because the updded date
licensure in secondary education indudes
grades 512, and because of the
proliferation of middle schools (and
decline of junior highg in the sate, many
expeienced teachers are now interested in
upgrading ther current licenses for reasons
ranging from professiond development to
career flexibility and job security.

In response to these requests, as a
service to ouralumni, the department
offered asummer workshop for English,
math, and da sudies teachers designed
to fulfill the Minnesota Board of Teaching

standadsfor middle level licensure. The
teachers completed several readingsprior to
spending aday on @ampusdiscussing the
developmental needs of middle schoolers,
middle school best practices, literacy issues,
and gecific drategies for teaching reading in
the content area. Participants aso met with a
subject area specialist to discuss pedagogical
content knowledge specific to middle school.
Other academic components of the workshop
induded field experience: interviewing and
observing 5" and 6" grade teachers.
Thedepatment is currently findizing the
assessment of the middle level licensure
standadswith the State Department of
Education and will be submitting paticipantsO
applicationsfor licensure this fall.
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one course in the spring and two in the
summer, plus alinguistics course, to meet the
certifi cation requirements. The courses are
intentionally offered at times that are available
for teachers so practicing teachers may add the
license if they choose. Heather Campbell, 09,
will be teaching the courses and coordinating
the program. Another milestone was the re-
funding of our GEAR UP programin a
national grant competition. GEAR UP, funded
at 3.2 million dollars for 5 years, will serve
550 studentsin 5 St. Paul middle and senior
high schools.

I will close with a note about our faculty.
We are very proud of Robert McClure,
Associate Professor of Education, for winning
the American Educational Research
AssociationO$est Paper of the Year Award

for his research on constructivist teaching
strategies. Professor McClureDsustained
research agenda on constructivism has been
garnering much attention nationally (and
earning lots of frequent flyer miles for Bob).
Finally, we are very excited to have Hesther
Campbell ©9 join our department faculty in
the Spring Semester as an Assistant Professor
of Education. Heather is completing her PhD
in Educationa Psychology at the University of
Minnesota; her dissertation research focuses
on writing assessment strategies for English
language learners. She has extensive
experience in K-12 education as ascience
teacher, ESL teacher, and the Director of the
St. Olaf Upward Bound program. Please join
us in welcoming Heather to our department.
Good luck as the school year moves forward.

Where Are They Now? (continued from page 3)

Martha Harris

I'm nestled deep into the quiet of retirement --
taking aclass at the Loft, working several days
aweek on our cabin remodeling project, doing
volunteer work at my church -- stuff like that.
Quiet stuff, home stuff, family stuff. Here's
another way to say it:

* * %

A Secret Life

How surprising

to take such pleasure

in lining the kitchen drawers
with blue contact paper,

and labeling all the spice jars
in tiny, neat

bold type.

It felt like an afternoon
well spent.

A life lived apart

from the world of appointments
and pantyhose, classes and
gradebooks,

isasecret life

of small pleasures.

Today, IO1 wash the blinds

and then write them a poem.

... That kind of stuff. Writing an hour each
day isthe best thing I've begun -- doing the
writing for myself that | encouraged students
to do al those years!

Name the Newsletter!

Thetitle (&. Olaf Education
Department Alumni NewsletterO
doesn® exactly roll off the tongue
smoothly, or command your
attention, does it? This new forum
for information and the exchange
of ideas needs a catchy name both
to draw readersin and to suggest
what the publication is all about.
Becausg, in the throes of fall
semester minutiae, those of us
working in the department are
running low on creativity (all we
could come up with was
(Pedagogical Pastiche,Ocourtesy
of John Welckle, and OM essenger
of Mayhem,O(Mark Schelske®
contribution), we would like to
solicit your ideas. Please send any
suggestions to Elizabeth Leer at
leere@stolaf.edu by December 15.
The winning entry will receive a
St. Olaf bookstore gift certificate.




