St. Olaf College Department of Political Science

Department Goals

The St. Olaf College Department of Political Science aspires to:

1. Promote literacy in the discipline of political science.  We foster students’ ability to use a broad array of conceptual, theoretical and methodological tools to analyze political problems and issues thoughtfully.  We promote both breadth and depth in students’ understanding of political science, and we help them connect the discipline with other domains of knowledge and ways of knowing.

2.
Develop students’ intellectual competencies.  We help students develop skills and abilities which are transferable across disciplines and which will support their lifelong learning.  These include the capacity to read critically, communicate effectively, conduct well-informed and penetrating research, interpret and evaluate data, and approach a topic from multiple perspectives and paradigms.
3.
Foster a global perspective and an appreciation for diversity.  We provide our students an informed understanding of the sources and nature of differences among individuals and nation-states, helping them to take seriously a variety of forms of political life.  We promote a multi-faceted understanding of diversity, embracing geographic, ethnic, racial, gender-based, cultural, and even temporal forms of difference.  

4.
Cultivate civic literacy.  We foster students’ active and critical engagement with politics and public policy making, whether as professionals or as citizens.  We challenge students to consider questions of private and public values as well as the more empirical issues of governance and decision making.

5. Enhance the knowledge base for other scholars.  We conduct research that enriches the academic understanding of politics, government and public policies in the U.S. and around the world.  We contribute to the scholarly literature not only in political science but also in related fields, such as area studies, public policy, international relations, and women’s studies.

6. Enhance the knowledge base for political decision makers.  We are committed to a scholarship of engagement, enhancing the public presence of the discipline of political science.  We bring the tools of our discipline to bear on the content of public values and commitments, the conduct of public life, and the evaluation of public policy.  At the same time, we seek to enrich the discipline by what we learn in the public square.

7.
Provide thoughtful and effective leadership to the St. Olaf community.  We advance the mission of the College by chairing interdisciplinary programs, committees, and task forces, directing administrative offices, developing new initiatives, and collaborating with our colleagues around the campus.  We also aim to share our disciplinary knowledge with the St. Olaf community by sponsoring and promoting speakers, symposia, and other events that enhance political awareness and participation on campus.

8.
Participate meaningfully in public life.  We model the kind of civic engagement we seek to foster in our students.  We serve and lead in a variety of settings, engaging in political discussion, debate, and decision making at the local, state, national, and international level. 
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