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Education

Ph.D., M.Phil., M.A., Yale University, New Haven, CT (1982, 1980, 1979)

Thesis adviser: Robert Dahl

Field exams:  American Politics (with distinction); Public Policy (with distinction); Political Theory

B.A., Bethel College, St. Paul, MN (summa cum laude, 1978)

Employment
Professor of Political Science, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN (Fall 2005–present)

Teaching fields:  American government and politics, research methodology, and public policy

Director of Evaluation and Assessment, Office of Institutional Research and Evaluation, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN (Fall 2001– present)

Child Support Guidelines Consultant, Minnesota Department of Human Services, St. Paul, MN (Fall 1998–Spring 2003)

Associate Professor of Political Science, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN (Fall 1991–Summer 2005)
Assistant Professor of Political Science, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN  (Fall 1984–Summer 1991)

Assistant Professor of Political Science, Augsburg College, Minneapolis, MN (Fall 1983–Spring 1984)

Assistant Professor of Political Science, Bethel College, St. Paul, MN (Fall 1982–Spring 1983)

Professional Development
Honors, grants, and awards

Principal Investigator, Teagle Foundation Systematic Improvements Grant, “State Your Case!” (June 2008–present)

Principal Investigator, National Institute for Technology and Liberal Education (NITLE) Grant, “Sustaining the Research Practices Survey” (June 2008–present)

Principal Investigator, National Institute for Technology and Liberal Education (NITLE) Grant, “Improving Students’ Information Literacy” (Fall 2007–present)

Assessment Director, National Science Foundation (NSF) Grant, “The Polaris Project: Rising Stars in the Arctic” (January 2008–present)

Steering Committee Member and St. Olaf Site Co-Director, Teagle Foundation Value Added Assessment Grant, “Collaborative Assessment in Liberal Learning (CALL) Initiative” (Summer 2005–present)

Steering Committee Member and St. Olaf Site Director, National Institute for Technology and Liberal Education Grant, “First-Year Information Literacy in the Liberal Arts Assessment (FYILLAA)” (Summer 2004–Summer 2007)

St. Olaf College Faculty Development Grant for Scholarly and Artistic Activity (Summer 2004)

Project Director, U.S. Department of Education Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) Comprehensive Program Grant, “St. Olaf College Oral Communication Faculty Development Project” (1997–2000)

Fellow, Mondale Policy Forum, Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs (1991–92)

American Educational Studies Association Critic’s Choice Panel Award for The Politics of Reading (1990)

Danforth Fellow (1978–1982)

Publications

Book:

The Politics of Reading: Power, Opportunity, and Prospects for Change in America's Public Schools.  (1987).  New York: Columbia University Teachers College Press.

Articles and research reports:

Getting the Order Right:  Child Support Guidelines and the Cost of Raising Children.  (2006).  Review of Policy Research 23(3):  761-779.

Informed Participants or Plainclothes Police? Administrative Agencies in the Child Support Policy-Making Process.  (2004).  PS: Political Science and Politics 37(1): 3-5.

Revisiting “The Politics of Fatherhood”: Administrative Agencies, Family Life, and Public Policy.  (2003).  PS: Political Science and Politics 36(4): 713-718.

Federal Intent for State Child Support Guidelines: Income Shares, Cost Shares, and the Realities of Shared Parenting.  (2003).  Family Law Quarterly 37(2): 165-202.
 Improving Child Support Guidelines in Minnesota: The “Shared Responsibility” Model for the Determination of Child Support.  (2001).  William Mitchell Law Review 28(2): 791-860.

The Shared Responsibility Child Support Guidelines: Rationale and Research Support.  (2001, April).  Report to the Minnesota Department of Human Services, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Child Support Guidelines Review Case Data Analysis Final Report.  (2001, March).  Report to the Minnesota Department of Human Services, St. Paul, Minnesota.

Preaching What You Practice: Some Friendly Advice.  (2000).  American Experiment Quarterly 3(2):  45-46.

“Minnesota Leads the Nation…”: Health Care and Welfare Reform in Minnesota.  (1998).  In S. Hoffman et al., eds., Perspectives on Minnesota Government and Politics, 4th ed. Edina, MN:  Burgess Publishing. 

Politics Around the Dinner Table: Public Policy and the Family.  (1995).  In Dickinson, G. E. & Leming, M. R., Understanding Families: Diversity, Continuity, and Change, 2nd ed. NY:  Allyn and Bacon.

Constructing a Collaboration.  (1994).  International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education 7(2): 99-115.

Education, Democracy, and Qualitative Research.  (1991).  International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education 4(1): 61-69.  

Political Principals: Efficiency, Effectiveness, and the Political Dynamics of School Administration.  (1989).  International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education 2(1): 3-24. 

The Politics of Reading The Politics of Reading: A Response to Rita Roth.  (1989).  International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education 2(2): 169-172.

 Participation, Power, and Public Schools: A Response to Joel Spring.  (1985).  Curriculum Inquiry 15(3): 325-331.

Policy Analysts as Advocates.  (1982).  Journal of Policy Analysis and Management 1(3):  273-276.

Papers and proceedings (post-2000 only):

The “Cost Shares” Approach to Child Support Guidelines: Premises and Problems.  (2003, August).  Policy brief for the Annual Meeting of the National Child Support Enforcement Association, Orlando, FL.

Assistant or Advocate? The Role of Applied Policy Research in Assessing State Child Support Guidelines.  (2001, August).  Paper and poster presentation at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA.

Communication by Design: Promoting Active Learning in Political Science Courses through Oral Communication Across the Curriculum.  (2001, August).  Paper and poster presentation at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA.

Child Support Guidelines Review Advisory Task Force Final Report.  (2001, April).  Report to the Minnesota Department of Human Services, St. Paul, Minnesota.

Presentations, addresses, and workshops (post-2000 only)
Assessing and Improving Information Literacy: The Research Practices Survey.  (2009, January).  Presentation to the AAC&U Annual Meeting on Global Challenges, College Learning, and America’s Promise, Seattle, WA.
Assessing and Improving Information Literacy: The Research Practices Survey.  (2008, June).  Presentation to the Higher Education Data Sharing Consortium (HEDS) Annual Conference, Denver, CO.

Assessing Information Literacy and Fluency in the Context of the Liberal Arts Campus.  (2008, June).  Co-planner and presenter for workshop hosted by the National Institute for Technology and Liberal Education, Chicago, IL.

Using Learning Outcomes to Engage Faculty with Assessment and Strengthen Student Learning. (2008, February).  Presentation to the AAC&U Network for Academic Renewal Conference on Integrative Designs for General Education and Assessment, Boston, MA.
Assessing Information Literacy Across Institutions: The Research Practices Survey.  (2008, January).  Presentation to the AAC&U Annual Meeting on Intentional Learning, Unscripted Challenges, Washington, D.C.

Building Successful Faculty-Staff Partnerships in Assessing Student Learning.  (2007, November).  Presentation to the AAC&U Network for Academic Renewal Conference on Sharing Responsibility for Essential Learning Outcomes, Savannah, GA.
Connecting Institutional Assessment with the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning.  (2007, February).  Panel presentation to the Innovations in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning at the Liberal Arts Colleges Conference, Northfield, MN.

Just What Is the CLA? Early Experiences from Three Participating Schools.  (2007, January). Panel presentation to the 2007 Higher Education Data Sharing Consortium Forum, Santa Fe, NM.

Crossing Boundaries:  Collaborating to Assess Information Literacy.  (2007, March).  Panel presentation to the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD.  An article about this presentation was published in InsideHigherEd on April 2, 2007 (“Librarians Tackle Information Illiteracy,” http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/04/02/libraries). 
Crossing Boundaries:  Collaborating to Assess Information Literacy.  (2006, March).  Panel presentation to the AAC& U Network for Academic Renewal Conference on General Education and Outcomes that Matter in a Changing World, Phoenix, AZ.

Rethinking Child Support Guidelines Principles for the 21st Century.  (2006, January).  Panel presentation to the National Child Support Enforcement Association Policy Forum and Training Conference, Washington, DC.

Minnesota’s New Guidelines:  Something Old, Something New… (2005, October).  Panel presentation to the Office of Child Support Enforcement National Training Conference, Washington, DC.

Minnesota’s New Income-Shares Child Support Guidelines.  (2005, August).  Panel presentation to the National Child Support Enforcement Association Annual Conference, Cincinnati, OH.

Doing the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in the Liberal Arts Colleges.  (2005, April).  Plenary panel presentation to the Innovations in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning at the Liberal Arts Colleges Conference, Northfield, MN.

Creating a Culture of Assessment on Your Campus.  (2004, February).  Workshop for the Collaboration for the Advancement of College Teaching and Learning, Bloomington, MN.

Oral Communication Across the Curriculum: Learning to Communicate, Communicating to Learn.   (2003, November).  Panel presentation to the Collaboration for the Advancement of College Teaching and Learning, Bloomington, MN.

Child Support Orders for Low-Income Obligors.  (2003, August).  Policy brief and panel presentation to the Annual Meeting of the National Child Support Enforcement Association, Orlando, FL.

Where the Rubber Meets the Road: Supporting the Scholarship of Engagement in the Structure of Faculty Rewards. (2003, March).  Presentation to the American Association of Higher Education “Learning to Change” Conference, Washington, DC. 

Improving Child Support Guidelines in Minnesota: The “Shared Responsibility” Model for the Determination of Child Support.  (2002, May).  Presentation to the William Mitchell College of Law Minnesota Comparative Family Law Symposium, St. Paul, MN.

Assessing Across-the-Curriculum Programs: A Telling Example.  (2001, November).  Presentation to the Collaboration for the Advancement of College Teaching and Learning, Bloomington, MN.

Improving Income-Shares Child Support Guidelines: Policy Recommendations from Minnesota.  (2001, August).  Presentation to the Kansas Child Support Guidelines Advisory Committee.

Promoting Active Learning through Oral Communication Across the Curriculum.  (2001, February).  Presentation to the Collaboration for the Advancement of College Teaching and Learning.

Oral Communication Across the Curriculum: An Interdisciplinary, Inter-Generational Faculty Development Program.  (2001, February).  Presentation to the American Association of Higher Education Conference on Faculty Roles and Rewards.


Speaking of Diversity: Promoting Intercultural Engagement Through Oral Communication Instruction Across the Curriculum.  (2000, March).  Roundtable presentation to the American Association of Higher Education 2000 National Conference.

Oral Communication Across the Curriculum:  An Interdisciplinary and Inter-Institutional Collaboration.  (2000, February).  Panel presentation to the Collaboration for the Advancement of College Teaching and Learning, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

College and Community Service (post-1990 only)

College

Assessment Subcommittee (2007–present) 

Institutional Review Board Chair (2002–present)


Curriculum and Educational Policies Committee (ex officio, 2003–2007)

Faculty Development Committee (2000–03,1991–93)

Director of General Education (1995–98)

General Education Committee (1993–98)

Committee on the Status of Women (1993–95)

Regents-Faculty Conference Committee (1993–95)

Women's Studies Committee (1993–95)

Department

Washington Semester program adviser (1984–98, 2005–present)

Department Self-Study co-coordinator (1999–2000)

Political Science Student Association and Pi Sigma Alpha adviser (1993–98)

Community

Member of Session, Westminster Presbyterian Church (2007–present)

Member, VocalEssence chorale (2002–present)

Co-chair, Prairie Creek Community School Re-Accreditation Self-Study (1998–99)

Board member, Prairie Creek Community School (1990–94)

Member, I Cantanti Chamber Choir (1995–97) 
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