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	Education


Duke University, Durham, NC                                       

   Ph.D. in Political Science, 2004, M.A. in Political Science, 1999
Dissertation: Liberating Judgment: John Locke and the Politics of Probability (Dissertation Chair: Ruth Grant, Duke University)

Received the APSA Leo Strauss Award for the best Doctoral Dissertation in political philosophy, 2005 (Committee: Danielle Allen, University of Chicago, chair; Leslie Thiele, University of Florida; and Sammy Basu, Willamette)
 

University of Leipzig, Leipzig, Germany 

Fulbright Fellowship, 1995-96
· Independent Research Project: The Protestant Church as Vehicle for Political Mobilization in the former German Democratic Republic

Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO 

B.A. with Distinction in Classics / History / Politics, 1995

· Honors Thesis: On Universal Harmony: The Political Symphony of Nicholas of Cusa
·  summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society 

· Minor in German Studies

 

University of Regensburg, Regensburg, Germany

Max Kade Fellowship, 1993-94

· Independent Project: Martin Luther, the Peasant Revolts, and the Problem of Political Authority
Areas of Special Interest:

· Ancient and Modern Political Philosophy

· Religion and Politics

· Constitutional Law

	EMPLOYMENT and TEACHING Experience


St. Olaf College (Fall 2005- )   




     Assistant Professor 

Courses Taught at St. Olaf: 

PS 113 Introduction to Political Theory (Two sections every Fall)

2005-6 Semester II (27, 28)

2005-6 Summer Session II (8)

2006-7 Semester II (31, 32)

2007-8 Semester II (

2008-9 Semester II

PS 119 Problem of War (Interim course developed and taught with Tony Lott)


2005-6 Interim (49)


2006-7 Interim (50)


2008-9 Interim (

PS 259 Classical Political Thought (One section every other Fall)


2006-7 Semester II (23)

PS 260 Modern Political Thought (One section every other Fall)


2005-6 Semester I (18)

2005-6 Summer Session II (3)

PS 272 American Constitutional Law (One section in Spring)


2005-6 Semester II (23)

PS 384 Seminar in Political Theory (One section in Fall)


2005-6 Semester I (18)


2006-7 Semester I (13)


2007-8 Semester I (13)


2008-9 Semester I (15)

GC 113 Great Conversation: Greeks and Hebrews


2007-8 Semester I (19)

GC 114 Great Conversation: Romans and Christians 

2007-8 Interim (22)


GC 116 Great Conversation: Medieval Synthesis



2007-8 Semester II (18)

GC 217 Great Conversation: 

2008-9 Semester I (18)

GC 218 Great Conversation: 

Numerous Independent Studies and Internships

Wake Forest University (Fall 2003- Spring 2005)   
   Visiting Assistant Professor
Duke University (Fall 1999-Spring 2001)




        Instructor 
 

Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany (Summer 1999)
 
                    Instructor                
 

University of Leipzig, Leipzig, Germany (1995-1996)            Copy Editor and Translator
 

Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO   (1991-93, 94-95)                        Writing Tutor
	Professional Activity


 

Books: 
Fanatics, Skeptics, and the Politics of Probability. Under review at Princeton University Press.  

Refereed Articles and Papers:

“Emergency Judgment: Carl Schmitt, John Locke, and the Paradox of Prerogative,” Politics and Policy. December 2008.

“Toleration after Babel: God-Talk and the Politics of Reasonableness,” Politics and Policy. September 2004.

Invited Articles: 

“John Locke” In Encyclopedia of Law and Society: American and Global Perspectives.  David S. Clark, ed. London: Sage Publications, 2006. 

Articles on “The American National Party 1874-1880,” “The American Party 1886-1891,” “The United Christian Party 1897-1900,” and five biographical entries in the Encyclopedia of the Third Parties in America, New York: M.E. Sharpe, 2000.

Convention Papers:

“Coins, Words, and the Unstable Currency of Liberalism” paper presented at the Association of Political Theory annual meeting, Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut, October 9-12, 2008

“The Paradox of Prerogative, or John Locke and the Limits of Legalism” paper presented at the Association of Political Theory annual meeting, New London, Ontario, October 13, 2007. 

“Ridiculing Evil: Montaigne against the Fanatics” paper presented at the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, September 1, 2006.

“Finding Probable Cause: John Locke and the Emergence of Probability” paper presented at a conference entitled, “The Rise and Impact of the Social Sciences,” at The Gunzburg Center for European Studies, Harvard University, April 11-12, 2002.

“The Prehistory of Probability” paper presented at the Duke University Graduate Student Seminar, Durham, NC, March 23, 2001.

“Locke, Kant and the Paradoxical Politics of Reasonableness” paper presented at the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA, August 29 – September 2, 2001. 

“Disciplining the Mind: John Locke and the Peril of Irrationality” paper presented at the Southern Political Science Association, Atlanta, GA, November 8-10, 2000. 

 “Reason and the Will of God: Can Locke Really Believe in the Law of Nature?” paper presented at the Southwestern Political Science Association, Corpus Christi, TX, March 19-21, 1998.
Panel and Seminar Participation:

“Human Nature, Human Virtue” chair on panel at the Association of Political Science annual meeting, New London, Ontario, October 13, 2007. 

“Locke on Charity and Welfare” discussant in panel at the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, August 31, 2006. 

“Are there Religious Presuppositions to Democracy?” discussant for a roundtable at the American Political Science Association, Washington, DC, September 1, 2005.

Invited Lectures:
“But is it an Emergency? Carl Schmitt, John Locke, and the Paradox of Prerogative” Political Theory Colloquium, University of Minnesota, February 29, 2008. 

“Is Religion a Threat?” presentation to St. Olaf Alumni at an Alumni Relations Event, Dillon, CO, February 25, 2006. 

“Debating the Moratorium on Capital Punishment: Constitutional Considerations” guest lecture for the Southeast Europe Youth Leadership Institute, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC, July 8, 2004.

“Lost Liberties or Protected Democracy? Civil Liberties and National Security in the United States and Europe” Fostering Dialogue Forum, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC, November 7, 2003.  

 “The Ambition of Frederick Nietzsche and the Tedium of Liberalism” guest lecture for Michael Allen Gillespie’s course, Politics and Ambition, Duke University, Durham, NC, October 30, 2000. 

“Horatio Alger and the Story of American Liberalism” guest lecture for Michael Allen Gillespie’s course, Ideologies, Duke University, Durham, NC, April 15, 1999.
Other Professional Activities:

Reviewer for The Review of Politics. Reviewed several articles for nationally ranked journal. 

Reviewer for Roman and Littlefield Publishers. 

Reviewer for Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries. Reviewed books on religion and politics in America and the political theory of liberalism.
Honors, Awards, Grants:

· Earhart Foundation Summer Research Fellowship, Summer 2008
· St. Olaf Faculty Development Committee Summer Grant, Summer 2007
· Lilly Teaching Fellow, St. Olaf College, 2006-2007
· APSA Leo Strauss Award for the best Doctoral Dissertation in political philosophy, 2005 (Award Committee: Danielle Allen, University of Chicago, chair; Leslie Thiele, University of Florida; and Sammy Basu, Willamette)
· Kenan Colloquium in Ethics Fellow, Duke University, 2002-2003

· Erasmus Institute Summer Fellow, Boston College, Summer 2001
· Preparing Future Faculty Fellow, Duke University, 1998-1999

· Earhart Fellowship for Graduate Study at Duke University, 1997-99

· Fulbright Scholarship for Study in Leipzig, Germany, 1995-96 

· Edith Bramhall Award for Political Science, Colorado College, 1995 
· Max Kade Scholarship for Study in Regensburg, Germany, 1993-94 

· Venture Grant from Colorado College, Summer 1992 

· Boettcher Foundation Scholarship for Study within Colorado, 1990-95 

	College Activities


Lilly Teaching Roundtable and Sustainability Fellow

Met with other Lilly Teaching and Research Fellows to discuss teaching methods, the idea of vocation, and the place of liberal arts education in individual and social growth. 

College Committees: 

Pre-law Advisor and Co-chair of Pre-law Advisory Committee. Worked in conjunction with the Center for Experiential Learning to provide panels, workshops, and advising to students interested in careers in law.  

Faculty Parliamentarian including serving on the Faculty Agenda Setting Committee 2007-8, 2008-9.
The College and the Community:

“Locke on Propriety, Property, and Power,” plenary given to Great Conversation students, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, November 14, 2008..

“The Electoral College: Is it the Right Choice for America?” organized and introduced student panel on Constitutional Day, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, September 17, 2008.

“Augustinian Politics and the City of God” plenary given to Great Conversation students, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, February 8, 2008.

“Questioning Piety and Corrupting Youth” plenary given to Great Conversation students, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, October 3, 2007. 

 “The Fifth Anniversary of the Beginning of the Iraq War” dinner lecture with Tony Lott, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, March 19, 2008.

“Constitutional Limits in Times of War,” organized and moderated panel on Constitutional Day, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, September 17, 2007.

Helped organize Tenure-Track Faculty discussion with Brian Borovsky (Physics) and Elizabeth Leer (Education) October 18, 2006. 

“Doubt and Confusion at the End of History” talk on C.S. Lewis’ The Last Battle, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, October 11, 2006. 

“How Should We Talk about War in the Global Context?” panel discussion with Tony Lott on Homecoming and Family Weekend, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, October 7, 2006. 

“Buying into the Constitution” comments presented at Constitution Day Event, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, September 21, 2006. 

“Freedom and the Formation of the Reasonable Self” paper presented at the Philosophy Department Colloquium, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, May 1, 2006. 
“In Praise of the ‘Low Sciences’: Authority, Probability and Public Deliberation” presentation at Political Science Department Colloquium, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, December 5, 2005. 

“Why Study Politics?” informal presentation at Pi Sigma Alpha meeting, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, October?

Department: 

Served as secretary for departmental meetings in charge of taking minutes and maintaining document archive. 

Represented the Social Science at two Panel Discussions Discussion about teaching at St. Olaf College for Prospective Students and their Parents, 2008.
Represented the Social Science at a Panel Discussion about teaching at St. Olaf College for Prospective Students and their Parents, October 2007.

Represented the Social Sciences at two Panel Discussions about teaching at St. Olaf College for Prospective Students and their Parents, October 20 and October 27, 2006. 

Helped draft (with Kathy Tegtmeyer Pak) a new Distinction Policy for the Political Science Department, September 2005.

Miscellaneous:

Faculty Sponsor for Pre-Law Society, 2005-. Assisted students in organizing this new pre-law club. Served as the information hub for group coordination.

Faculty Sponsor for College Republicans, 2006-
Organized several legal related panels with the Pre-Law Advisory Committee and the Pre-Law Society, including “The Ethics of Intelligence Gathering and Interrogation,” October 25, 2006. 
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