14 September 2004
Asian Studies 275


Interdisciplinary Approaches to Asia

Spring and Fall, ongoing

1.5 hour class; once a week

Course Coordinator:
Kris MacPherson, Reference/Instruction Librarian and 

Associate Professor

Office:

Rolvaag Library 304

Phone:
6798

Email:

macphers@stolaf.edu 
Office hours:
TBA, other hours by appointment

What does it mean to be an Asian Studies major or concentrator?  How does one approach topics from an AS perspective?  How does one research effectively in AS?  This .25 credit course will prepare sophomore and junior majors and concentrators for upper level study by providing methodologies for individual research, including disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives on particular issues.  Students will use research tools systematically and compile annotated bibliographies using bibliographic software.
Prerequisites:  AS 121 or Asian Conversations sequence or permission of the instructor

Course Goals:  To introduce mid-level Asian Studies majors and concentrators to the interdisciplinary nature of the field and to provide preparation for the senior seminar.  Students will gain a thorough grounding in the approaches different disciplines make to a common body of knowledge and come to understand both disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches.  Additionally students will use the resources available to researchers in Asian Studies in a systematic and in-depth way so that they are prepared to do research in the senior seminar.  Students will begin to build their professional libraries using EndNote.

Texts:

Barnett, Suzanne, et al.  Asia in the Undergraduate Curriculum:  A Case for Asian Studies in Liberal Arts Education (selected chapters on electronic reserve)

EndNote 8 manual (on reserve)

Articles on the Great Wall and Japanese anime, to be selected (electronic reserve)

Course Requirements

1.  Regular attendance.


2.  Completion of all assignments before the class meeting for which they are due.

3.  Completion of the research project

Grading

Attendance/ Participation/Readings

30 points  
10 “questions” assignments


20

4 bibliography assignments


40

Final Exam/Essay and Discussion

10






Total



100 points


Class Schedule

(see attached)

Major Assignments (see also syllabus):

1. Questions Assignments:  Please think on the topics listed for Weeks 2-5, and 7-12 and from the disciplines to be explored, bring 1-2 questions you think might be from that perspective.  E.g.  For the appropriate week, bring 1-2 questions a historian might ask, 1-2 a literature scholar might ask and 1-2 a religion scholar might pursue.

2. Bibliography assignments:  For weeks 7-10, compile an EndNote Library of at least 7 sources from the previous week’s library resources and annotate them; include explanation of resources chosen and why, boolean statements, keywords and thesaurus terms, etc.  [If you decide to send for items on interlibrary loan, note so on assignment and turn in annotation no later than the following week.]  Hand in an annotated bibliography prepared with Word and EndNote
3. For week 10, find and read at least one article or web site dealing with Asian Studies as an interdisciplinary field of study.
4. Final in-class essay.  Define Asian Studies as a field of inquiry and reflect on how it supports your journey as a beginning scholar.
