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June 9, 2007

Dr. Bruce Dalgaard

Lilly Program Director

Center for Experiential Learning

St. Olaf College

Northfield, MN  55057

Dear Bruce:
Thanks to you and the Lilly Program for this opportunity to work as a Lilly Teaching Fellow during the 2006-07 academic year.  I have so enjoyed this chance to work on developing a course property and vocation, and to meet with other faculty interested in incorporating vocational discernment into their classes.  I have attached the draft syllabus for your information, comments, and consideration.

The research for the course has been quite interesting for me. As you might imagine, the reading has been fascinating, and I see wonderful opportunities for productive and interesting scholarship resulting from this exercise.  In addition to the research, I very much enjoyed taking part in the monthly breakfast meetings with the other Lilly fellows. I incorporated some of their ideas into this syllabus, and I look forward to sharing this more developed version with the fellows when classes resume in the fall.  I hope that we could meet both semesters, as the single semester of meetings left me hoping for more contact with the other fellows.

As I envision this semester-long course,  it will begin with an examination of the Western philosophical and religious discourse on property rights that has been used to support, or to critique, government’s defense of this institution. This section uses Richard Schlatter’s classic, Private Property: The History of an Idea as its basis. Of primary concern to this introductory section is the question of whether the property right itself – the right to claim something as “belonging” to oneself – has a particular calling that is independent of the particular characteristics of the property itself.  Tom Bethell’s Noblest Triumph: Property and Prosperity Through the Ages is included in this introductory section as a contemporary example of the argument that private property serves a calling by promoting liberty and economic growth.  The course content then expands to consider the act of acquiring property, that is, consumption.  Veblen’s classic treatise on consumption, The Theory of the Leisure Class, forms the basis for a critique of consumption patterns that should promote serious reflection on one’s own consumption choices.   Vocational aspects of consumption are explored through readings from selected chapters in Rodney Clapp’s The Consuming Passion:  Christianity and Consumer Culture.  The third section of the course delves into the relationship between consumption and waste generation, and the impact modern-day consumer culture is having on both the environment and on a commitment to stewardship and frugality.  Susan Strasser’s Waste and Want: A Social History of Trash supports the investigation of social attitudes towards trash and waste.  The semester concludes with an examination of alternatives to consumption, namely savings or philanthropy.  Amy Domini’s Socially Responsible Investing: Making a Difference and Making Money provides an informative exploration of and guide to engaging in vocationally driven savings.  Works by John J. Havens and Paul G. Schervish from the Boston College Center on Wealth and Philanthropy, and Patricia Nickel and Angela Eikenberry from School of Public and International Affairs, Government and International Affairs, at Virginia Polytechnic Institute  (Virginia Tech) inform the discussion of the social and cultural aspects of modern-day philanthropy. 

Student assignments are designed to make the classroom experience and readings personal, as this strikes me as a critical part of vocational discernment.  Therefore, I have taken a hint from St. Olaf’s very popular course on “Campus Ecology,” and given students the assignment of creating an inventory of all of their personal property that exists in their college dorm rooms.  This forms the basis for additional assignments and reflective exercises. Students will be asked to consider how they acquired their property – did they mix their labor with some resource to establish the property right, or did they buy it with money sent from home – and how their method of acquisition fits within Western theories of the legitimacy of the property right.  After reading Veblen and his more modern intellectual heirs, students will be asked to reflect on their motives for acquiring the property that they claim as their own.  The third major assignment for the semester invites students to consider how they would go about disposing of their property in a way that reflects their vocational discernment of the purpose of property.  And as a final assignment for the course, I will expect students to prepare and present their narratives reflecting on the vocation of property.

I truly hope that this will be a life-changing course for the students involved.  I want students to become aware that vocation informs not only how they earn an income but what they do with that income after it is earned.  I am confident that by thinking about our relationship to property, as well as existing and potential patterns of consumption, savings and philanthropy, students will become better stewards of those assets over which they exert dominion.

I look forward to taking part in the class.  Thank you so much for this wonderful opportunity.

Sincerely,
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Rebecca P. Judge

Department of Economics

Draft Syllabus

Property and Vocation

Rebecca Judge

St. Olaf College

June, 2007

While vocation typically refers to the process of discerning what one is called to do with one’s life, this course expands the idea to include a consideration of what we are called to do with the physical and financial property that has been put under our control.  Indeed, our decision concerning how we spend our income are every bit as much a reflection of our perceived calling as our decision concerning how we earn our income.  Similarly, even as vocation enters into our choices of what to do with our time and talents, it informs our choices of what to do with our income and property.  

This class examines our relationship to property from the perspective of vocation, or what we believe we are called to do with those assets that are recognized to be “ours.”  In doing so, we will explore the literature devoted to both the political and personal ends of property – how it exists as a state-sanctioned, protected institution throughout the Western world, and how it is used by individuals to serve their own personal purposes.  The course invites participants to consider individual motives driving the acquisition of property, as well as the impact of these acquisitions on the larger community and environment.  Course content also includes a consideration philanthropy and savings as alternatives to spending one’s income.  
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Draft Class Schedule

	Week 1
	Readings
	Assignments

	
	Property as a Social Institution: Rationale and Vocation

Richard Schlatter: Private Property 

Chapters 1-4 (pp. 9-76)

Tom Bethell: Noblest Triumph
Chapters 1-5 (pp. 7-64)
	1. Inventory ALL your property.  For each piece of property, include a brief description of how it was acquired – by gift, purchase, or inheritance.  If purchased, how were the funds procured  --by gift, earned income, inheritance? 

2. Begin to keep a log of EVERYTHING you purchase – its brand, price, size, your motive for making the purchase.  You are your own experiment; your purchases are your labs.

	Week 2
	Property as a Social Institution, con’t

Schlatter: Chapters 5-7 (pp. 77-161)

Bethell: Chapter 6 (pp. 65-94)
	

	Week 3
	Property as a Social Institution, con’t

Schlatter: Chapters 8-10 (pp. 162-281)

Bethell: Chapters 7-12  (pp. 95-186)
	

	Week 4
	Class Debate: Common vs. Private Property
	


	Week 5
	Property as Personal Choice and Reflection

Veblen, Theory of Leisure Class

Chapters 1-7
	1. Return to your inventory.  To the best of your abilities, indicate WHY each piece of property was acquired.  Reflect upon how your property reflects or refutes Veblen’s thesis.

2. Examine your purchases so far this semester in light of Veblen, Twitchell and Schor.

	Week 6
	Property as Personal Choice and Reflection, con’t

Veblen, Chapters 8-14
	

	Week 7
	Property as Personal Choice and Reflection, con’t

Twitchell: “Needing the Unnecessary,” Reason

Schor: The Overspent American
	

	Week 8
	Class Presentations: My Property, Why I have It, and What It Says about Me
	

	Week 9
	Property as Personal Choice and Reflection, con’t

Blanchard: “The Search for the Holy in a Consumer Society,” in The Consuming Passion, pp. 91-106

Clapp: “The Theology of Consumption and the Consumption of Theology: Toward a Christian Response,” in The Consuming Passion, pp. 169-204.
	Analysis of Property and Consumption Due

	Week 10
	Consumption and Waste

Stasser: Waste and Want
	

	Week 11
	If Not Consumption, Then What? Savings and Philanthropy as Alternatives to Spending

Domini:  Socially Responsible Investing

Class Guest: Carlson Financial Services
	3. Write your will.  

     Dispose of all of your property.


	Week 12
	If Not Consumption, Then What? con’t
Havens et. al. “Charitable Giving.”
	

	Week 13
	If Not Consumption, Then What? con’t

Nickel and Eikenberry: “The Discourse of Marketized Philanthropy.”
	

	Week 14
	Class Presentations: The Vocation of Property, A Personal Narrative
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Property and Vocation

A Proposal to the

Lilly Teaching Fellows Program, St. Olaf College

Rebecca P. Judge

Department of Economics

Proposed Activity:  Since Luther, the conversation about vocation has had a decidedly careerist character to it, emphasizing decisions we make about how to spend our time and how we choose to earn a living.  But our time is only one of the resources that we steward as part of our vocation.  We also steward property in the form of physical and financial resources. And even as it is good to work towards discerning what we are called to do with our time, it is also good to work towards discerning what is the right relation between us and that which has been placed in our possession. 

This proposal to the Lilly Teaching Fellows Program seeks support to develop a 200-level course on property and vocation.  The objective of the course is to help students reflect on the meanings and uses of property, private as well as common, and to help them construct a relation to property that reflects a principled and informed perspective, true to their callings. The course will include readings from the Bible, Moore’s Utopia, Rosseau’s Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, Locke’s 2nd Treatise, John Adams’ Defense of the Constitutions of Government of the United States, Marx, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The House of Seven Gables, Pope John Paul II’s On the Hundreth Anniversary of Rerum Novarum, Hayek’s Road to Serfdom, and others identified in the course of developing this class.  In addition to considering the relation between vocation and property rights, the class will also explore the relation between vocation and property itself, exploring issues such as equity in taxation, “green” consumption, and socially responsible investing as both an individual decision and a political-cultural phenomenon.  I envision the course as being taught to non-majors and majors alike as it will have no economics prerequisites. 

Questions motivating the class include: Do we have a right to property? What gives us the right to call something ours in the first place?  What duties, if any, are associated with this right?  If private property is not a natural right, to what extent does it earn its place as an institution provided for by the government? How has the existence of private property influenced culture, development and history?  In what ways do concepts of property vary across societies? Given the existence of private property, what constitutes good and proper stewardship of this asset? Do we support high taxes to support a generous public sector, or do we support low tax rates and rely on private philanthropy to fill in whatever gaps exist in the community? What is “socially responsible investing” and how does it reflect a particular way of answering a moral calling?

Contribution to Campus Dialogues: The campus conversation on vocation has largely centered on discerning one’s proper relation to the gifts of time and talent that one has received.  I propose to add a new dimension to that conversation by including a consideration of our callings as concerns our relation to, and use of, property.  As citizens, consumers, stockholders, property owners, taxpayers, heirs and benefactors, we are in continual relation to property.   I am interested in engaging in campus dialogues which extend the models we have developed at St. Olaf for the discernment of vocation to consider deliberately how we are called to relate to our property, and what we are called to do with it.  

I am particularly interested in exploring with others the question of the property right itself within the context of vocational discernment. One tradition holds private property as an institution which has the potential to degrade the individual and destroy society.  Thus Jean Jacques Rousseau writes 

“The first man who, having enclosed a piece of ground, bethought himself of saying This is mine, and found people simple enough to believe him, was the real founder of civil society.  From how many crimes, wars and murders, from how many horrors and misfortunes might not anyone have saved mankind, by pulling up the stakes, or filling up the ditch, and crying to his fellows, ‘Beware of listening to this impostor; you are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to nobody.’”
  

From this tradition comes everything from radical communism, to socialism, to the foundations of the U.S. income tax system.  In direct opposition stand the works of John Locke and his intellectual descendents.  In the Lockean tradition, private property is the institution responsible for the riches of the developed world. According to Locke, 

“He who appropriates land to himself by his labor, does not lessen, but increase the common stock of mankind: for the provisions serving to the support of human life, produced by one acre of enclosed and cultivated land, are (to speak much within compass) ten times more than those which are yielded by an acre of land of an equal richness lying waste in common. And therefore he that encloses land, and has a greater plenty of the conveniences of life from ten acres, than he could have from an hundred left to nature, may truly be said to give ninety acres to mankind: for his labor now supplies him with provisions out of ten acres, which were but the product of an hundred lying in common.”
  

From the Lockean tradition come our ideas of the instrumental value of private property, such that “privatization” has become a policy prescription for everything from pollution to organ donation. I believe that by examining this rich dialectic, we can come to a better understand of how we are called to relate to our own property.

Benefits to St. Olaf Students Engaged in Vocational Discernment: Property is the common fruit of nearly all vocational choices.  Whether one pursues one’s calling as a Wall Street broker or a Peace Corps volunteer, one will no doubt have to answer questions concerning what to do with one’s income, and what to do with the property acquired through one’s consumption and savings choices, as well as through inheritance.  By examining property within the explicit context of vocation, this course promises to help students construct a meaningful and appropriate relation to this important and pervasive cultural institution.  

Previous Work: I first became interested in the question of property rights and their impact on how we view the world in 1999 as a participant in the Boldt faculty seminar led by Ed Langerak and Doug Schuurman.  I presented the first fruits of my inquiries into this area at the 2000 Nobel Conference with Charles Taliaferro, and more formally at the Western Economic Association annual meeting in summer 2001.  I have gone on to publish a refereed article on Locke’s construction of the property right in Land Economics in 2002.

In the classroom, I have successfully introduced an EIN component to my senior level, majors-only course on public sector economics (Econ 371),starting in 2003.  As part of this component, course material now explicitly considers the questions of property, and government’s right redistribute income and property among the governed. I have found that our students have a largely unexamined view of property and property rights, and are quite interested in exploring the institution so as to better understand their own beliefs and commitments.

My acquaintance with some of the important literature in this area was augmented recently through my participation in the Great Conversation.  I just completed a two-year cycle of teaching in the Great Con, during which I explored with my sections the question of property as it has been considered over time.   
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