Environmental Studies 101, The Culture of Nature

Working Syllabus 7/26

INTRODUCTIONS

Sept. 9 Greetings

What we’ll do in class: Opportunity for us to introduce ourselves to one another. Go over nuts and bolts. I also will talk to them about what Environmental Studies and the humanist’s perspective of it & have them do the campus map exercise.

Assignment: read at least the Gruchow “Snails” prior to going for a walk in one of the St. Olaf nature areas and compose at least a draft of a poem somehow related to your walk before we meet next.

Sept. 12 Going for a Walk

Read: Paul Gruchow, "Snails Have Faces"; Henry David Thoreau,  “Walking”.

What we'll do in class: I’ll have them jot-down thoughts that they had as a result of their walk; we’ll discuss their experience, the readings, and I'll provide some background on the Transcendentalists.

Sept. 14 Cronen's Thesis

Read: Cronen,  “Introduction to the Paperback Edition” & "Forward" (Cronen). 

Sept. 16 Nature of the Course & campus

What we'll do in class: I will present them with some information and exercises for them to think about St. Olaf as a place. We'll examine images that sell campuses (this campus and other ones); possibly discuss the maps they did; talk about parts of campus & place names (e.g., Norwegian woods; Manitou Heights; the "area beyond Skoglund") & consider different forms of the campus's natural life from wilderness to farm land and agrarian values to a suburban realm

Sept. 19 St. Olaf as a place

Read: Spirn "Constructing Nature: The Legacy of Frederick Law Olmstead" (Cronen).

SUSTAINABILITY

Sept. 21 What sustainability is & why it has become a concern of late – seeing that we have a place to live on into the future

Read: Paul R. & Anne H. Ehrlich, One with Nineveh, Introduction & chapters 1, 2 & 11; a very brief excerpt about the Anasazi from Jared Diamond's Collapse: Paul Gruchow, “Home is a Place in Time”.

Assignment: come to class having taken the “Black & Gold & Green”’Values Survey’ & the “Ecological Footprint Quiz”

Sept. 23 Sustainability at St. Olaf

Read: St. Olaf Sustainability Task Force Report (http://www.stolaf.edu/green/report/index.html); Richard Louv, Last Child in the Woods “Higher Education, Ecological Literacy, and the Resurrection of Natural History”. I recommend a brief essay on the Web by Thomas Berry about university education: http://ecoethics.net/ops/univers.htm .

Sept. 26 Inscribing an intimate relationship with other creatures

Read: “Black & Gold & Green”’Poetry’ Website (http://www.stolaf.edu/green/words/poetry/index.html) & at least the introductory commentary; Mary Oliver, "New Poems (1991-1992)"; Barbara Kingsolver, "Knowing Our Place". (Think back to Gruchow's "Snails Have Faces").

Assignment: Come with the poem you wrote after your earlier walk ready to share.

Sept. 28 Sustaining an environment for other creatures – why?

Read: Stephen Jay Gould, "The Golden Rule: A Proper Scale for Our Environmental Crisis"’ Timothy C. Weiskel, “’While Angels Weep…’ Doing Theology on a Small Planet” at: http://ecoethics.net/ops/tsp.htm .

Sept. 30 Show and Tell discussion #1. This will be the first due date for contributions to our "album" (as Cronen calls it) & the first, of several times, that we will have a focused discussion about contributions. The topic will be sustainability.

Oct. 3 The long view: bracing for the reality that nature doesn't care about us

Read: Philip Leider, "Smithson "Spiral & the American Landscape"; Explore the Smithson Website & its “Spiral Jetty page at: http://www.robertsmithson.com/ ; Carolyn Merchant 'Chaos Theory and Partnership Ethics' (Cronen 156-159). (Think back to Gould's essay.)

What we'll do in class: I'll provide them with some background on Smithson's "Spiral Jetty" and the the sublime in landscape art & we'll explore issues raised by the readings, spiral jetty & efforts to comprehend time that extends beyond human frailty & how that can inform thinking.

Oct. 5 Fierce debates and root causes

Read: Ellis, "On the Search for Root Causes" (Cronen).

PARADISE LOST & FOUND

Oct. 7 Our vision of wilderness

Read: Cronen "The Trouble with Wilderness" (Cronen); Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing about Art. excerpt. Study: the ArtStor landscapes in the gallery for class.

What we’ll do in class: I’ll give them a brief lecture on American landscape painting & then have them analyze the landscapes in the readings for next time and a few others.

Oct. 10 Our idea of wilderness

Review: Cronen "The Trouble with Wilderness" (Cronen); Thoreau's "Walk".

Oct. 12 Our vision of wilderness

Read: Merchant, "Reinventing Eden" segment (Conen 140-156); John Locke "Of Property"; Sherry Ortner "Is Female to Male as Nature is to Culture?" & segment of "So, Is Female to Male as Nature Is to Culture?"; Lynn White Jr., "The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis".

Oct. 14 Show and Tell discussion #2; the topic will have been "what we are searching for in the nature of wilderness"

ENVIRONMENTALISM AT WORK & PLAY AMONG WOMEN & MEN

Oct. 17 No Class, Fall Break

Oct. 19 Our environmental ethos around the house

Read: Jim Farrell, "The Nature of My Life"

Assignment for later in this segment of the course: do such an inventory of their own dorm room & another person's (different from them) dorm room to present a little later and as part of that read the “Black & Gold & Green”’A Day in the Life’ Website.

Oct. 21 Environmentalism as vocation

Read: Schuurman, “Introduction”; Louv, "Where Will Future Stewards of Nature Come From?"; Berry, "The Gift of Good Land"; “St. Olaf College 2000: Identity and Mission for the 21st Century” excerpt (the whole can be read online: http://www.stolaf.edu/church/identity ).

What we'll do in class: I'll lecture some on 'vocation" and we'll discuss this and the readings in terms of professions and lay responsibilities as stewards of the environment.

Oct. 24 Environmentalism at work- versus environmentalism as leisure-class escape

Read: White, "Are You an Environmentalist or …Work for Living?" (Cronen); Elaine Scarry, The Body in Pain very brief excerpt.

Oct. 26 Testimonials

Read: Jim Heynen "When Tillage Begins"; Timothy Young, "I Love the Single Deer Path"

Oct. 28 Looking for Nature at the Mall

Read: Price, "Looking for Nature at the Mall" (Cronen)

Assignment for a few days later: have them work in teams to apply Price's approach to other brand distributors of culture.

Oct. 31 Looking for Nature in the City

Read: Di Chiro, "Nature as Community" (Cronen).

Nov. 2Finding Nature in the city

Read: Louv, "Cities Gone Wild" & see: the film “Endangered Species”

Nov. 4 Looking for Nature at the Mall, Cabella's, REI & elsewhere

An exercise relating the White & Price issues

Nov. 7 Schooling Kids in nature

Read: Excerpts from Louv, Last Child in the Woods. I recommend a brief essay by David Orr available online: http://www.designshare.com/Research/Orr/Loving_Children.htm .

 (Possibly earlier have them write their parents about their relationship to nature growing up versus what the parents perceived as the student's relationship.)

Nov. 9 Show and tell #3; the topic will have been the environment at, or absent from, work and play.

Nov. 11 Our environmental ethos in the dorm – student presentations

Nov. 14 Our environmental ethos in the dorm – student presentations

WHAT SHOULD WE DO WITH THE LAND AROUND US?

Nov. 16 Restoration – what is it that naturalists and others restore and why?

Read: Barbour, "Ecological Fragmentation in the Fifties" (Cronen); Paul Gruchow, “What the Prairie Teaches Us”.

Nov. 18 Nature restoration at St. Olaf College

Review: ‘Sustainability Task Force (http://www.stolaf.edu/green/report/status/8.html) ‘Restoration’ subsections under Principles,  Performance, and Possibilities sections.

Guest speaker & (at least homework fieldtrip)

Nov. 21 Environmental Studies and Ethics

Read: Proctor, "Whose Nature?" (Cronen); Wixom “Reaching Students on Sustainable Development”. (I recommend that you read Thomas Berry, Ethics and Ecology,” available online: http://ecoethics.net/ops/eth&ecol.htm ).

What we’ll do: I’ll have for them a primer on ethics keyed to various readings that they’ve done. I’ll briefly lecture on that. We’ll then use the day’s readings & there experiences to talk about how we go forward ethically in an institution like ours and how we respect differences. 

Nov. 23 No class Thanksgiving

Nov. 25 No class Thanksgiving

Nov. 28 Show and tell: brainstorming & going over the logistics of this.

COMMUNING WITH NATURE – WHAT DOES THIS MEAN, WHY IN THE NAME OF "HUMANITY" SHOULD WE DO THIS,  & HOW DO WE DO IT WELL?

Nov. 30 A close look at Yosemite

Read: Creese excerpts from "Yosemite"; Schama, very brief excerpt from Landscape and Memory.

Dec. 2 Yosemite – can we make a common ground?

Read: Olwig, "Reinventing Common Nature" (Cronen)

Dec. 5 What is our relationship with animals?

Read: John Berger, “Looking at Animals”; Michael H. Robinson, “Bioliteracy, Bioparks, Urban Natural History, and Enchancing Urban Environments”. (Review

Dec. 7 Show and tell show.

Dec. 9 What might that relationship be?

Read: Harrison, "Toward a Philosophy of Nature" (Cronen); David Orr, The Last Refuge (brief excerpt on the idea of rights being extended in the U.S. Constitution to nature)

Dec. 12 Conclusion (could be done as final exam)

Read: "Conclusion" (Cronen)

Have students write their own & share them

Assessment

45% Citizenship

Participation

Attendance

Come prepared

Speak

Contribute to constructive discussions

Moodle postings

Reading reflections

Informal presentation(s) on Cabella, etc.; Conclusions, etc.

Help make things happen by helping classmates, logistics, etc. and helping make class material come to life outside of class and outside activities part of class.

30% Show and Tell

Individual contributions

Lead analysis

80% Final display and paper

15% Dorm Room analysis (Be sure to alert them about Stuff and the black & gold & green “A Day in the Life” site: http://www.stolaf.edu/green/day/index.html ).

Oral presentation

Something formal turned in

10% Terms, Concepts, Key Figures

On-going glossary contributions? (Relate this to the Black & Green & Gold, ‘Words’ ‘Glossary’?)

One practice one

20% One for a grade

80% Final exam

