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This Marriage...

Early this summer, I began pondering the Biblical images that use “marriage” and the Bridegroom to represent
the relationship of Christ and the soul. Weddings are joyous occasions that reunite family and friends, and it
was during the wedding in Cana that Jesus’ first miracle was recorded (John 2:1-11). In this century, debates
about who has the right to marry and what even defines marriage have riddled the headlines and influenced
significant cultural and religious divisions. What truly defines “marriage” is a challenging question, so perhaps
we can all agree that an inherent quality in marriage should be /ve.

The authors of the Bible have often used depictions of earthly love and ritual as metaphor for the love of God
for God’s people (The Song of Solomon and the Psalms for example). Images of Christ as Bridegroom and the
soul as bride are found in all four Gospels: Matthew 9:15-16; Mark 2:19-20; Luke 5:34-35; and John 3:28-29.
This last example, comes from the John the Baptist:

You yourselves can testify that 1 said, “1 am not the Christ but am sent abead of him.” The bride belongs to the
bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the
bridegroom:’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.

In the Orthodox Church, the three days before the Triduum of Holy Week (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
and the Vigil of Easter) are liturgically set in preparation for the Passion through services called the Bridegroom
Matins. Each service includes prayers and Psalmody that asks for forgiveness at a personal level — illustrating
that intimate relationship with our Creator. Our first musical offering this evening is from these liturgies, and is
typically chanted near the end of the Matins service. Here, it serves as invocation and invitation.

Following the opening Vespers liturgy, we continue our musical exploration with several movements from J. S.
Bach’s funeral motet, Jesu#, Meine Freude (Jesus, My Joy). The opening chorale is the foundational material for the
larger work, and establishes the tone of longing for the Bridegroom’s arrival. A powerful statement follows,
declaring that there is no “condemnation” for those who follow the Spirit rather than walking “after the flesh.”
One can hear Bach’s depiction of those lost and wandering into each other in this fugue (the actual subject of
the fugue is “broken” and changes with almost every entrance). Stylistically, this leads into F. Melius
Christiansen’s Wake, Awake, a landmark setting of the story of the wise and foolish virgins awaiting the
Bridegroom’s arrival.

Knut Nystedt’s setting of Isaiah 61 is a contemporary outpouring of joy. A pleasant balance of clanging
harmonies and rhythms exemplifies the dazzling colors of the garments and jewels depicted in the text. The
newest piece on our program, A Hymn for St. Cecilia by David Reznick and based on a text by Ursula Vaughan
Williams, celebrates the patron saint of music, Cecilia, and the power of music to bridge the heart and its
longings — this world and the next.

Two pieces by Eric Whitacre complete our program. The Five Hebrew Love Songs represent a magnificent marital
collaboration: Hila Plitmann (wife) composed the words to each movement set by Eric (husband). Distinct
colors and textures permeate each movement, taking the listener on a musical and emotional journey through
these different ideas. Finally, This Marriage, based on the poetry of Jalal al-Din Rumi, captures the essence of
what many hope an earthly marriage to be, as well as one’s relationship to God.

The St. Olaf Chapel Choir is thrilled to collaborate this year with the Northfield High School Concert Choir
under the direction of Dwight Jilek. We are blessed in the city of Northfield to have such amazing music
education happening in our schools, churches and community, and we are grateful for their presence today.

To us this day it may not be clear, and we may not all agree whether what we do bere is worship or performance, but, as a sign of appreciation and
gratitude, applause is welcomed following the final anthem.

Unanthorized photography or video and andio recording is probibited. Please silence your cell phone, pager or other personal communication device.
This concert is archived at http:/ | www.stolaf-edu/ multimedia



T indicates stand if you are able

CHORAL INTROIT
Hymn of Light from the Bridegroom Matins Prostopinije, 67
Carpathian-Rus’, Byzantine Chant

I see your bridal chamber completely engulfed with light, O my Savior, and I do not have a wedding
garment to enter and enjoy your brightness; fill the garment of my soul with light, and save me, O Lord,
save me.

T SERVICE OF LIGHT

THYMN OF LIGHT



T THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into being, and you set
light in the sky to govern night and day. In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night you led your people into freedom. Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ:
may your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are merciful, and you
love your whole creation, and with all your creatures we give you glory, through your Son
Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever, Amen.

PSALMODY (5ung by all)



My Joy, My Honor, My Bridegroom ...

DEVOTION
MARRIAGE/FRIENDSHIP

ANTHEM
Jesu, Meine Frende, movements 1 and 2 J. S. Bach

Jesu, meine Freude

Meines hergens Weide,

Jesu meine Zier,

Ach, wie lang,

Ach lange is demr Herzen bange,
Und verlangt nach dir!

Gottes Lamm, mein Briutigam,
Ausser dir

soll mir auf Erden

Nichts liebers werde

FEs ist nun nichts, nichis,

nichis Verdammliches

an denen, die

in Christo Jesu sind,

die nicht nach dem Fleische wandeln,
sondern nach dem Geist.

Awake, Jerusalem, Arise ...

DEVOTION
SEEING LOVE
ANTHEM
Wake, Awake arr. Frederick Melius Christiansen
Wake, awake, for night is flying; Bear through the night your well-trimmed light,
the watchmen on the heights are crying, speed forth to join the marriage right.

awake Jerusalem, arise!

Hear thy praise, O Lord, ascending
Midnight’s solemn hour is tolling, from tongues of men and angels blending
his chariot wheels are nearer rolling; with harps and lute and psaltery.
prepare ye virgins wise.

By thy pearly gates in wonder,
Rise up, with willing feet. we stand and swell the voice of thunder
Go forth, the Bridegroom meet. Hallelujah! in bursts of choral melody.



HymN ELW 816
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life

... and Rejoice Greatly!

DEVOTION
PROMISE — LIFE

ANTHEM
I Will Greatly Rejoice Knut Nystedt

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, for my soul shall exult in my God; for He has clothed with the
garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so
the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations!

T GOSPEL CANTICLE



The Marriage of Heart and 1 _ongings that Aspire ...

DEVOTION
Music

ANTHEM
A Hymn for St. Cecilia David Reznick

T HymMN ELW 851
When in Our Music God is Glorified

God is 1 .ove

DEVOTION
GOD AS LOVE

ANTHEM
Five Hebrew Love Songs Eric Whitacre

T PRAYERS
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lotd, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For those who bring offerings, those who do good works, those who toil, those who sing, and all
the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for meditation.

Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the
saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our who life to you, through Christ, our Lord.
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To you, O Lord.
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T THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, as we forgive those who sin against us.
hallowed be your name, Save us from the time of trial
your kingdom come, and deliver us from evil.
your will be done, For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
on earth as in heaven. yours,
Give us today our daily bread. now and forever. Amen.

Forgive us our sins

T BLESSING
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Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
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keep our hearts and our minds in Christ Je - sus. A - men.



T HYMN ELW 631
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

1. Harmony
2. Men

3. Women
4. Unison

ANTHEM
This Marriage Eric Whitacre

Leaders in the Liturgy

Cantor * Stephanie Lange "11; organ * Cathy Rodland ’87; piano * Ruth Legvold ’65;
violin ¢ Charles Gray; readers * members of the St. Olaf Chapel Choir;

St. Olaf Chapel Choir * Christopher Aspaas *95, conductor;

Northfield High School Concert Choir * Dwight Jilek, conductor

Readings
Marriage/ Friendship, Seeing Love, Music, Promise — Life, and God as Love by Susan Palo Cherwien, from
Crossings: Meditations for Worship, © 2003 MorningStar Music Publishers

Acknowledgments
The liturgy from Evening Prayer from Evangelical Iutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #14026-elw.
“When in Our Music God is Glorified” Text © 1972 Hope Publishing Company. All rights
reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-703883.
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