EVENING PRAYER — VESPERS

Boe Memorial Chapel — Sunday, October 2nd, 2011

TRANSFORMATIONS

St. Olaf Chapel Choir — Christopher Aspaas ’95, conductor



External and sensory phenomena allow mortal and sensory
beings to encounter, recognize, and embrace invisible and
transcendent truths.

— Richard Jensen

Images play an important role in how we understand the world surrounding us, yet they can also invite to visually move beyond that reality.
Liturgical art aims to do just this, invite us into a space beyond, one of visual reflection and encounter of the Spirit in worship. As we seek to
grasp and experience transformations this evening, may these images guide and reflect our journey together.

Transformations are often not instant, but a process. Notice how each day of this season we watch the leaves slowly change from their lustrous
green to crisp, vibrant shades of yellow, orange, and red. So it is with our lives. We live through cycles and seasons of transformations.

Tonight we start in darkness with branches stripped by the harsh weather. Yet God’s light comes in, gently appearing, fading, reappearing,
transforming the branches into their colorful leafy splendor.

— Emilie Bouvier '12

Unauthorized photography or video and audio recording is prohibited.
This concert is archived at http://www.stolaf.edu/multimedia
Please silence your cell phone, pager or other personal communication device.



t Indicates stand if you are able

CHORAL INTROIT Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer DIVINUM MYSTERIUM
Tebé poyem (We Hymn Thee) Sergei Rachmaninoff

+ SERVICE OF LIGHT
T HYMN OF LIGHT

t THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT

please be seated

PSALMODY ELW page 312 sung by All

Changed

REFLECTION
ANTHEM Prayer René Clausen

READING Acts of the Apostles The Conversion of Saul

HYMN ELW 631 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRDOL

1. All— 2. Women— 3. Men — 4. Unison
ANTHEM | Know I've Been Changed arr. Christopher Aspaas

t GOSPEL CANTICLE ELW pp. 314-315 sung by All

please be seated



Called

REFLECTION
ANTHEM Prayer of Saint Francis Charles Forsberg
HYMN ELW 574 Here | Am, Lord HERE | AM, LORD

T PRAYERS ELW page 316

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

T BLESSING ELW page 319

T HYMN ELW 569 The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended ST. CLEMENT

1. Unison— 2. Women— 3. Harmony— 4. Men— 5. Unison

please be seated

REFLECTION

ANTHEM Abide With Me arr. Moses Hogan

tt+



Leaders in the Liturgy

Organist — John Ferguson; pianists — Audrey Craft ‘13 and Carlo Migliaccio '12;
cantor — Elizabeth Hawkinson '13; readers — members of the St. Olaf Chapel Choir;
visual art — Emilie Bouvier '12; St. Olaf Chapel Choir — Christopher Aspaas, conductor
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Vespers, or evening prayer, has been a part of Christian worship for centuries. In 525 AD, Saint
Benedict established his Rule, which included the hours of the Divine Office, and specifically the
otder of the Divine Office at Night. This service, also known as Jucernarium, was marked by the
ceremonial lighting of lamps.

In the 1549 edition of the Book of Commwon Prayer, Lauds (Morning Prayer) and Evensong (Evening
Prayer) share the same liturgical structure of psalms, scripture of prayer with the only variants being
the proper texts and canticles. The E/igzabethan Injunctions of 1559 added choral music before and/or
after Matins (also Morning Prayer) and Evensong. In spite of this, no formal provision for the
anthem was included until the 1662 revision of the Book of Commwon Prayer, confirming the earlier
practice of singing anthems or antiphons at the end of the Office.

The tradition of Vespers/Evensong is alive and well in England and across the United States. This
evening’s liturgy intends to combine the musical vibrancy of that tradition with the participatory and
congregational contributions of our modern Lutheran practice. With these intentions, and guided by
the words of Saint Benedict, “Let us stand to sing the psalms in such a way that our minds are in
harmony with our voices.”

Our theme this evening, Transformations, was inspired by our campus theme of the same name. Our
program includes repertoire reaching back to the 13" century and also includes music written
specifically for this evening. In addition, we are adding a visual element to our worship this evening
created by senior Chapel Choir member, Emilie Bouvier (with special thanks to Sean Tonko and
Josh Wyatt for making it possible). It is a constant stream of changing images with no
‘choreographed’ relationship to our worship. I hope our shared experience this evening will help to
transform our ideas about what art and image in worship can be ...
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