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De profundis 

 
 
 
 
Messe Solennelle in C# Minor, Op. 16 (1889) Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 

 
I. Kyrie 
 

Kyrie  eleison. 
 Christe eleison. 
 Kyrie eleison. 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.

                                                     
 Jeanine Walter ’14, organ 
 
Cantique de Jean Racine, Op. 11 (1865) Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924) 
  
Verbe égal au Très-Haut,  
notre unique espérance, 
Jour éternel de la terre et des cieux, 
De la paisible nuit nous rompons le silence: 
Divin sauveur, jette sur nous les yeux. 
 
Répands sur nous le feu de ta grâce puissante; 
Que tout l'enfer fuie au son de ta voix; 
Dissipe le sommeil d'une âme languissante 
Qui la conduit à l'oubli de tes lois! 
 
Ô Christ ! sois favorable à ce peuple fidèle, 
Pour te bénir maintenant assemblé; 
Reçois les chants qu'il offre à ta gloire immortelle, 
Et de tes dons qu'il retourne comblé 
 

Word of God, one with the Most High, 
in Whom alone we have our hope, 
Eternal Day of heaven and earth, 
We break the silence of the peaceful night; 
Saviour Divine, cast your eyes upon us! 
 
Pour on us the fire of your powerful grace, 
That all hell may flee at the sound of your voice; 
Banish the slumber of a weary soul, 
That brings forgetfulness of your laws! 
 
O Christ, look with favour upon your faithful people 
Now gathered here to praise you; 
Receive their hymns offered to your immortal glory; 
May they go forth filled with your gifts 

 — Latin hymn paraphrased by Jean Racine, 1688 
 
 Erin Roe ’14, piano 
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Chorale  
Lord Jesus Christ, the Highest Good  HERR JESU CHRIST, DU HÖCHSTES GUT
  
  All stand. 

 
 
 
Cantata BWV 131  
Aus der Tiefen, rufe ich, Herr, zu dir (1707)  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
1. Aus der Tiefen rufe ich, Herr, zu dir. 
 Herr, höre meine Stimme, 
 laß deine Ohren merken  
 auf die Stimme meines Flehens! 
 
2. So du willst, Herr, Sünde zurechnen,  
 Herr, wer wird bestehen? 
  Erbarm dich mein in solcher Last, 
  nimm sie aus meinem Herzen, 
  dieweil du sie gebüßet hast 
  am Holz mit Todesschmerzen, 
 Denn bei dir ist die Vergebung,  
 dass man dich fürchte. 
  auf dass ich nicht mit großem Weh 
  in meinen Sünden untergeh, 
  noch ewiglich verzage. 

Out of the depths have I cried to thee, O Lord. 
Lord, hear my voice, 
let thine ears be attentive  
to the voice of my supplications! 
 
If thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, 
O Lord, who shall stand? 
 Have mercy on me in my burdens, 
 take them from my heart, 
 since you have paid the price 
 on the cross with pains of death, 
Yet there is forgiveness with thee, 
That thou mayest be feared. 
 so that I may not, in great sorrow, 
 drown in my sins 
 nor despair forever. 

  
 Erik Broker ’15, baritone 



 
3.    Ich harre des Herrn, meine Seele harret,  
 und ich hoffe auf sein Wort. 
 
 
4. Meine Seele wartet auf den Herrn  
 von einer Morgenwache bis zu der andern.  
  Und weil ich denn in meinem Sinn, 
  wie ich zuvor geklaget, 
  auch ein betrübter Sünder bin, 
  den sein Gewissen naget, 
  und wollte gern im Blute dein 
  von Sünden abgewaschen sein 
  wie David und Manasse. 

 
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
and I hope in his word. 

 
 
My soul waiteth for the Lord, 
from one morning watch to the next. 

 And since in my thoughts 
 I have long lamented 
 that I am a troubled sinner, 
 gnawed by his conscience, 
 who would willingly in your blood 
 be washed from sin 
 like David and Manasseh. 

 
Christopher Aspaas ’95, tenor 

 
5.  Israel, hoffe auf den Herrn;  
 denn bei dem Herrn ist die Gnade  
 und viel Erlösung bei ihm. 
 Und er wird Israel erlösen  
 aus allen seinen Sünden. 
 

Israel, hope in the Lord; 
for with the Lord is grace 
and plenteous redemption. 
And he shall redeem Israel  
from all his iniquities. 
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Out of the Depths Have I Cried to Thee (1992)   Kevin Oldham (1960-93) 
  
 Out of the depths have I cried to thee, O Lord. 
 Lord, hear my voice: let thy ears be attentive to my plea for mercy. 
 If thou, Lord, shouldest keep account of sins, 
 who, O Lord, could hold up his head? 
 But in thee is forgiveness, therefore thou art revered. 
 I wait for the Lord with all my soul, 
 I hope for fulfillment of his word 
 more eagerly than the watchmen for the morning. 
 Like those who watch for the morning, O Israel, look for the Lord. 
 For in the Lord is love unfailing, and great is his power to set us free. 
 He alone will set Israel free from all their sins. 
 Out of the depths have I cried to thee, Lord, hear my voice: 
 let thy ears be attentive to my plea for mercy. 
   
   — Psalm 130 
   
  Elinor Niemisto, harp 
 Matthew Bacon ’15, organ  
 Charles Baird ’16, tenor 



Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake  Richard Farrant (c. 1530-1580) 
  
 Lord, for thy tender mercies’ sake lay not our sins to our charge; 
 but forgive that is past, and give us grace to amend our sinful lives; 
      to decline from sin, and incline to virtue, 
      that we may walk with a perfect heart 
      before thee this day and evermore. 
 
 
Sound Over All Waters (1994)  Paul Halley (b. 1952) 
 
 Sound over all waters, reach out from all lands, 
 The chorus of voices, the clasping of hands; 
 Sing hymns that were sung by the stars of the morn, 
 Sing songs of the angels when Jesus was born! 
 With glad jubilations 
 Bring hope to the nations! 
 The dark night is ending and dawn has begun: 
 Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun, 
 All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as one!  
  
 Blow, bugles of battle, the marches of peace; 
 East, west, north, and south let the long quarrel cease 
 Sing the song of great joy that the angels began, 
 Sing of glory to God and of good-will to man! 
 Hark! joining in chorus 
 The heavens bend o’er us! 
 The dark night is ending and dawn has begun; 
 Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun, 
 All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as one! 
   
   — John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-92) 
 
 Rachel Bartelt ’16, alto 
 Ryan Coopergard ’15, tenor  
 Jack Werner ’16, piano 
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James E. Bobb joined the St. Olaf faculty in 2012 with more than 20 years’ experience directing 
church music in Lutheran and United Church of Christ congregations. 

Bobb holds performer’s certificates and M.M. degrees and in organ and harpsichord performance 
and literature from the Eastman School of Music where his teachers included Russell Saunders and David 
Craighead in organ and Arthur Haas in harpsichord. His undergraduate work was at Capital University 
where his teachers were Janet Linker in organ and Frank Hussey in piano. 

As the Minister of Music at First Congregational Church, Columbus, Ohio from 2009-12, Bobb 
presided over a three-manual 1972 Rudolph von Becherath organ of 73 ranks, a four-manual 1931 W. W. 
Kimball organ of 66 ranks, four parish ensembles and two concert series. He also taught organ and organ 
literature at Capital University in Columbus. For 15 years prior to that, Bobb served the Lutheran Church 
of the Incarnate Word in Rochester, New York.  There he led parish ensembles of all ages, conducted the 
St. John Passion and other works by Bach, Buxtehude, Schütz, Gabrieli, Purcell, and Telemann, and led 
the choir on a tour of Sweden. Also in Rochester, he was director of the Rochester Bach Festival, an 
instructor in Sacred Music at the Eastman School of Music, Adjunct Professor of organ at Nazareth 
College, and a chapter dean of the American Guild of Organists. 

At the harpsichord, Bobb has performed Bach’s Goldberg Variations in Manhattan, Boston, 
Rochester, and Baltimore. He has appeared as organ and harpsichord soloist, conductor, and continuo 
player with The Publick Musick and the Rochester Bach Festival. With The Publick Musick, he had 
appeared in New York, Indiana, Maine, and Germany, and has recorded music of Telemann and Vivaldi. 
Bobb has also enjoyed leading hymn festivals in Ohio, New York, Georgia, and Oklahoma. 
 

Dr. Christopher Aspaas, Associate Professor of Choral/Vocal Music at St. Olaf College, 
received his Ph.D. in Choral Music Education at The Florida State University in Tallahassee, his M.M. in 
Choral Conducting from Michigan State University in East Lansing, his B.M. in Voice Performance from 
St. Olaf. Christopher has served on the faculties of Central Washington University in Ellensburg, 
Washington and Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, Massachusetts. 

At St. Olaf, Aspaas conducts the Viking Chorus, an 80-voice ensemble of first-year student men, 
and also leads the St. Olaf Chapel Choir, a 100-voice ensemble specializing in the performance of 
oratorio and larger multi-movement works. In recent years, Aspaas has conducted performances of 
Brahms’ Ein Deutsches Requiem, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, and Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem, which 
was chosen for broadcast on Minnesota Public Radio. 

Aspaas is also active as a tenor soloist, performing Bach cantatas with Helmuth Rilling and the 
Oregon Bach Festival Orchestra, the Evangelist roles in the St. John and St. Matthew Passions of Bach 
with the Bach Collegium of Fort Wayne, Indiana, and other solo roles with the Tallahassee Symphony 
Orchestra, the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, the South Dakota Symphony Orchestra and the St. 
Petersburg Chamber Philharmonic in Russia. Aspaas traveled to San Luis Obispo, California for a 
performance of Franz Josef Haydn’s Theresienmesse and Johann Michael Haydn’s Requiem with the 
Cuesta Master Chorale and Orchestra. In March, Aspaas returned to the role of Evangelist in the St. John 
Passion at Wingate University, under the direction of Dr. Kenney Potter. 
 

Elinor Niemisto holds a B.M. and M.M. in Harp Performance from the University of Michigan, 
as well as Suzuki Harp Teacher Training units 1 through 4 and Practicuum. She is the Principal Harpist 
with the Rochester (MN) Symphony Orchestra and Chorale and the LaCrosse (WI) Symphony. Niemisto 
is a Senior Lecturer in Harp at Carleton College as well as Adjunct Instructor at St. Olaf. She is serving 
on the American Suzuki Harp Curriculum Committee. She teaches harp lessons to students from age six 
to sixty and plays restful music to elderly and home-bound residents of the Northfield area. Niemisto is a 
frequent performer with choirs and chamber groups in the southeastern Minnesota area and performs with 
“Harpourri”, a quartet of professional harpists. 
 


