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thousands of schools around the world.
Polaris Project participants also will
participate in a central website featuring
student blogs that will enlarge the
program to international proportions,
Schade says.

“The number of students who go to
Siberia from St. Olaf will be small, maybe
15 over the three years,” Schade says.
But the impact could be big.

“When it comes to climate change,
people understand that something is
going on [in Siberia], but not in a deep
way,” Schade adds. “To really get it you
have to immerse yourself in it. The more
people we can expose to the situation,
the more likely it is that we’ll have more
brains working on this problem. That’s
a major goal.”

THE RISING SURGE

he polar research projects and studies

at St. Olaf reflect the issue of climate
change, a topic that has moved to the front
of the international agenda. The U.N.
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
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Change, which shared the Nobel Peace
Prize last year with former Vice President
Al Gore, was cited for two decades of
scientific reports that have “created an
ever-broader informed consensus about the
connection between human activities and
global warming.” In addition, talks are set
to resume on replacing the 1997 Kyoto

Protocol on climate with agreements
on more substantial actions to reduce
greenhouse emissions.

Christianson believes polar research —
the field he discovered at St. Olaf —is a
frontier science.

“We’re just starting to understand how
these systems act and change,” he says.
“The next 10 to 20 years are going to be
exciting in the field as we start to compre-
hend how changes take place and what
effects we are having on them.”

Jacobel agrees.

“The International Polar Year is a time
to refocus, and it helps that the attention
of the world seems to be turning in our
direction,” he says. “If you like to work on
scientific problems that have widespread
societal implications, it’s a great place to
be right now.” %/

David Hawley is a Twin Cities-based freelance writer.

Stay informed

International Polar Year: ipy.org

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:
epa.gov/climatechange

Natural Resources Defense Council:
nrdc.org/globalwarming

Arctic Change: arctic.noaa.gov/detect

National Snow and Ice Data Center:
nsidc.org/noaa

NASA and the International Polar Year:
nasa.gov/vision/earth/environment
Intergovernment Panel on Climate
Change: ipcc.ch

U.S. Climate Change Science Program:
climatescience.gov
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