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The college witnessed another vigorous year of activity in the Fine Arts.  Fine Arts faculty and student creativity, performance and scholarship continue to impress those who have had the occasion to witness some of the multitude of fine arts events at the college.  This report serves as a summary, though far from complete, of the many accomplishments of the Fine Arts program for the 2007-08 academic year.  The report is divided into five components:  1) Faculty and Staff Activity; 2) Curriculum Developments; 3) Fine Arts Events; 4) Facility Planning; and 5) Planning for the Future.

Faculty and Staff Activity


Art and Art History


Patty Cohn was hired as the Visual Resources Curator starting in the summer of 2007. She 


also works part time as a cataloger in Rolvaag Library. Lilla Johnson, a graduate of St. Olaf 

and an M.F.A. from Minneapolis College of Art and Design taught drawing part time. Christine O’Malley continued to teach Art History as a partial sabbatical replacement for Matthew Rohn (on leave fall and interim 07-08) and maternity leave replacement for Nancy Thompson (spring 2008). Mary Griep was on sabbatical leave for the full academic year. Karil Kucera was granted tenure and promoted to associate professor. Meg Ojala was promoted to full professor.

The department applied for a 3-year full-time position in New Media beginning in 2009-10. Dean’s Council and the Dean and President approved the proposal and an extra course per year for three years to fully support the position. The search for a faculty member to fill this position will begin next year.

Dance

Janice Roberts was promoted to full Professor and Heather Klopchin was on sabbatical during the entire academic year.   Sherry Saterstrom took a leave of absence during the spring semester.  

Music

Alison Feldt assumed the duties of Chair and Andy Hisey assumed the duties of Vice Chair. Duties are split along faculty and student lines with Alison holding primary responsibilities for faculty and staff, budget, and facility issues, and Andy holding primary responsibilities for student, curricular, and catalog issues.  

The department conducted a tenure-track search for a Theory position in anticipation of the retirement of Charles Forsberg.  Dr. David Castro from the University of Texas at Arlington will begin his teaching duties in September 2008.  

James McKeel was reviewed successfully for promotion to Professor.  Fourth year reviews were conducted for tenure-track faculty members Christopher Aspass and Justin Merritt.  Reappointment reviews were conducted for tenure-track members Christopher Atzinger (3rd year) and Jun Qian (1st year).

Paul Ousley’s appointment was converted from adjunct to term in an attempt to continue to meet the goal that no area of the music curriculum be taught exclusively by adjunct faculty.  Phil Hey was hired to teach drum set.  Tim Wells was hired to fill the vacancy in the Administrative Assistant’s position serving adjunct instrumental faculty, the Music Organizations Office, and various music ensembles. 

Music faculty on sabbatical in 2007-08:  Janis Hardy, Timothy Mahr and Kent McWilliams.  Sigrid Johnson and Cathy Rodland were on Special Appointment leaves during the spring semester.

Theatre

Libby Glimsdal resigned from her position as Theatre Department Academic Administrative Assistant.  The department will perform a search in the summer of 2008.

Curricular Developments


Art and Art History  

The department members’ work of the past 3 years on the studio art foundations curriculum culminated in the replacement of all half-credit foundations courses with three new full credit courses (2-D, 3-D and New Media) as well as an increase in the requirement from 9 courses to 10 for students entering in September, 2008. It is the faculty’s intention to better prepare art students for upper-level and inter-media work and for the ways in which digital media have transformed the art world. The Curriculum Committee and the college faculty approved these changes in the spring of 2008. 


Dance

The dance department successfully completed the re-certifying process for all the dance classes offering any general education credit. This process was an opportunity for faculty members to revisit the objectives of their classes to insure that these objectives continue to comply with and support the intent of the current GE guidelines for ORC, MCS-G, MCS-D. 


Music

The music faculty completed a proposal to institute a 5th track within the BM degree: a Bachelor of Music with Elective Studies.  As part of the Church Music program review, the music faculty also proposed significant curricular changes to the choral track of the BM in Church Music major.  Both of these proposals are now before the Curriculum Committee.  

The faculty completed a first draft of Intended Learning Outcomes for the BA Music major and each of the BM majors.  After receipt of feedback from the Assessment Subcommittee the faculty will proceed with revisions of the Outcomes with a goal of completing the revisions by July 15.  All music courses with General Education attributes (MCS-G, MCS-D, ALS-A) were successfully re-certified. Dormant/Expired courses were removed from the GE list. Music 131 The Art of Music no longer carries ORC credit.

Preliminary work on the four Performance Health Task Forces concluded.  Kathryn Ananda-Owens provided the faculty an overview of information and recommendations in the areas of Hearing Health, Vocal Health, Mental Health, and Neuromusculoskeletal Health. The music web site is to include a separate page dealing with performance health issues. This task has yet to be completed.

Theatre

Two new courses were approved by the curriculum committee and faculty this year, Theatre 140-Introduction to Design for Performance and Theatre 275-Writing for Performance.  275 had been previously offered as an Interim course.

Curricular discussion through the year resulted in a day long retreat in May to review the Theatre curriculum and requirements for the major.  The department has proposed several adjustments to the major, including:

· Introduction to Theatre will be retitled and will no longer be a requirement for the major.

· The major requirements for design and technical production will change to be Theatre 140 and one level 2 course in design or technical production

· The history sequence will be revised.  Theatre 271 will be renumbered as a 300 level course that will include a stronger research emphasis.

· Requirements for a specific quantity of 100, 200 and 300 level courses will be removed.  

The approval for teaching licensure for Theatre Education came from the State of Minnesota.

The Theatre faculty engaged in conversation throughout the year about making connections with other departments on campus, both in the Fine Arts and across the campus.  Play choices for the production program this year included plays that had direct connection to various curricular areas in the college. Twelfth Night provided connection with the English department as well as the Great Conversation program.  The director for the production made himself available for a variety of guest visits to courses. Several courses included the production in their class activities and experiences.  Blood Brothers presented the topic of twins raised separately and in different cultural and economic contexts.  Connections with psychology and sociology courses were pursued and interesting discussions came out of these connections.  Life is a Dream, a principle work in the history of Spanish drama, made connections with the Spanish department.  Dona Freeman, director of Les Belles Soeurs visited several courses as a guest to facilitate discussion about the interpretation and ideas in this example of Canadian drama.

Fine Arts Events


Art and Art History  

The department hosted several visiting artists and lecturers this year. The Artist Series funded the visits of multi-media artist Judy Pfaff and New Media artist Mark Tribe. These interdisciplinary artists, who both ignore the boundaries between media, contributed to our work on curricular changes in the department by talking with faculty in colloquia. They also met with students in classes and presented public lectures. Judy Pffaf’s prints were on view in the Print Study Room during her visit. Flaten Memorial Lecture Series speakers included Todd Shanafeldt; ceramics, Jil Evans; painting, Paula McCartney; photography, and Mary Edna Fraser; batik artist. Mary Edna Fraser was here with Orrin Pilkey a geologist with whom she collaborates. She exhibited work in the Flaten Museum and lectured in various contexts. Her visit was funded in part by Carleton College and the Biology Department at St. Olaf. 

Flaten Art Museum exhibits, organized and designed by Museum Director Jill Ewald with gallery talks and illustrated lectures by the artists included:
· Wendell Arneson Presents New Work.  From his sabbatical, January – June, 2007

· To Make a Mark.  Anne Flaten Pixley ’53, a Retrospective, Flaten Art Museum gallery, Dittmann Center
· The Buckthorn Menace.  Artist Jim Proctor ’92. Students, faculty, and staff assisted in the eradication of buckthorn and creation of the artwork.

· Beggars and Choosers: Motherhood is Not a Class Privilege in America. 

· Apprentice Exhibit. Virginia and Jennifer C. Groot Gallery
· Place or Space.  Painters Andrew Wykes and Joonja Lee Mornes, Video installation artist Leighton Pierce, and photographer Tammy Mercure 

· Prints in Time.  Jil Evans, Amy Sands, John Saurer, Roberta Allen, Jeff Wetzig. Co-curated by John Saurer & Jil Evans

· Expanding Oceans.  Mary Edna Fraser, batik artist, & Dr. Orrin Pilkey, scientist. Pilkey and Fraser visited for several days the first week in April.

· Senior Shows


Dance

The dance department had an exciting and diverse year. The department hosted seventeen performances, utilizing approximately 335 student performers with audience numbers surpassing 1,900.  

The North Central Region American College Dance Festival Conference was held at the University of Wisconsin at Madison from March 13-16, 2008.  Twenty-four St. Olaf students attended with staff members Kyle Carson, Sean Wesche, and Jeremy Anderson.  Conference participants attended dance master classes and performances, taught, and accompanied classes.  St. Olaf College students at the regional conference performed in three dances.

In the fall, the dance department hosted a dance company, Keith Johnson and Dancers.  This company performed and taught master classes during its week-long residency at St. Olaf College.  In the spring, the dance department hosted guest artist Keith Johnson, a California based choreographer, to set a new work on Companydance. This new work challenged five of the department’s strongest dancers in performance and technique.  The department also hosted guest artist Brad Garner, from Mankato State University who set a work on Companydance for thirteen dancers.  

Music

The Music Department continued to experience a busy performance calendar with over 180 on- campus events by students, faculty, ensembles, guest artists, and master clinicians. The St. Olaf Orchestra completed a tour of Spain in late May, early June.

Theatre

The 2007-08 St. Olaf Theatre season included:
· Twelfth Night, by William Shakespeare.  Haugen Theater.  October 3-7.
· Blood Brothers, by Willy Russell.  Kelsey Theater.  November 9-17.
· Life is a Dream by Calderon   Kelsey Theatre  Feb 8-16.
· House Arrest, Haugen Theatre, March 5-9.
· Les Belles Soeurs, Kelsey Theatre,  April 9-12.
· The Quade One-Act Play Festival,  May 8-11

· In addition, students performed in six independent student productions throughout the year. 


Artist Series funding brought the performance of The Life of Mann by David Mann to the Kelsey stage.  Tony-award winning choreographer Linda Talcott Lee assisted on the production of Blood Brothers and conducted a master class on music-theatre choreography.  Clint Pilkinton designed lights for Life is a Dream and gave a public presentation on his professional lighting design work for video and stage.

2007-08 was the inaugural year for the Anna K. Bonde Career Development program.  The Bonde family funded three positions for St. Olaf alumni to work on collaborative projects with the St. Olaf Theatre.   Elizabeth Turner (scenery designer for Life is a Dream), Colin Christe (stage manager for Life is a Dream) and Marie Strampe (stage management mentor for Blood Brothers) were awarded positions.

Facility and Equipment Planning


Art and Art History

Soundproofing was accomplished in Art History offices. Additional track lighting was added in studio classrooms and blinds added to office and classroom doors where needed. A new wide format Epson printer was added to the photo area. A large high definition screen was mounted in the hallway of Dittmann to showcase Dance and New Media works as well as art work in other media. 

Dance

Blinds were added to the windows in Studios 2 and 3 so that video projections could be viewed in these spaces.

Music

Renovation of CHM 138 (Band Room) was completed, including new wood floors, acoustical treatment, paint, lighting and curtains. A new percussion storage unit was built for 138. Acoustical treatments were added to CHM 139 and CHM 142.  Tracks and shelving were replaced in the Choral Ensemble Music Library over the summer in 2007. 

With the expected fall 2008 opening of the Regents Science Center, renovations of Old Music Hall will begin. Discussion regarding relocation of OMH music teaching studios, practice rooms and practice organs is ongoing.

Theatre

Health and safety assessments of the Theatre Building, performed several years ago, resulted in some major additions to the scenery shop and costume area this past year. New wood and metal dust collection systems were installed in the scenery shop. Ventilation was re-designed to enable the fine dust particles to be collected and filtered. A paint spray booth was installed. In the costume shop area, a seldom used dressing room was converted into a fabric dyeing area that has appropriate dye vat equipment as well as ventilation for hazardous dye powders. 

Theatre program space needs that were identified at the start of the planning for the "Movement of the Peoples" project include:

· Rehearsal hall

· Acting/directing classroom

· Design classroom

· Larger costume shop

· Additional storage space to warehouse costumes, props, and scenic elements

· Access to larger lecture halls

Planning for the Future


Art and Art History

In addition to the new studio art curriculum described above, the faculty was engaged in a conversation about faculty leadership in the department.  Wendell Arneson and Irve Dell have agreed to split the duties of Art and Art History Department Chair for the 2008-09 academic year.  Upon return from his sabbatical in the fall of 2009, John Saurer is expected to assume those duties.

Dance

Throughout the academic year the faculty was engaged in a conversation about the future of the dance department and in visioning how the program might adapt to new and changing needs for dance students.  This conversation included an exercise in designing a “dream” department with ideas solicited from each faculty member.  After looking for common ground among all of these ideas the faculty began to craft a new dance program that would use department resources in new ways to stimulate student learning.  This conversation will continue through the fall as the faculty begins the process of writing a self-study for reaccredidation with the National Association of Schools of Dance.  Each faculty member, at the end of the academic year, was provided a copy of the previous NASD Self-Study and Visitors’ Report.  The chair invited all to use summer as a time to reflect on the changes that have transpired over the past ten years and how they might embark on this two-year process of analysis and writing of a new self study.

Music

Planning for the future in the Music Department focused primarily on the substantial curricular proposals described above, primarily the proposal for a new major within the Bachelor of Music degree (BM in Elective Studies) and the proposed significant revisions to the choral track of the BM Church Music degree 

Theatre

The Theatre Department faculty discussed broadening the focus of the department.  Ideas discussed include:

· A expansion of the concept of the theatre performer’s art in the direction of “Performance Studies”

· the inclusion of film-related applied coursework,

· additional communication/ ORC courses
Discussion about musical theatre/ lyric theatre collaborations were held at the department level and with the Associate Dean.  Conversations with key individuals from the music faculty should be pursued in the next academic year.
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