Assessment in Practice

What is Assessment? *

“Assessment is a kind of “action research,” intended not so much to generate broad theories as to inform local action” (2). 

“Assessment means basing decisions abut curriculum, pedagogy, staffing, advising, and student support upon the pest possible data about student learning and the factors that affect it” (2).

Purpose of Assessment: 

The outside auditors are NOT interested in how well your students are doing, they are interested in “whether you know how well your students are doing. It is possible that your students will be weak in critical thinking, but if you have good structures in place to discover that weakness and you use your assessment data to try to improve the situation, you will get an A in assessment” (29).

The Three Steps of Assessment

1. Articulate your goals for student learning (“When they complete our program, students will be able to…”)

2. Gather evidence about how well students are meeting the goals. 

Direct measures directly evaluate student work. Examples of direct measures include exams, papers, projects, computer programs, interact with a client, or musical performance. 

Indirect measures include asking students or alumni how well they thought they learned, tracking their graduate school or job placement rates, and so on. 

Evidence includes qualitative as well as quantitative information. No one forces you to use standardized tests.  

3. Use the information for improvement. (3)

Types of Assessment: 

· Student journals/essays

· Student questionnaires/ alumni questionnaires (attitudes, beliefs, behaviors)

· Grading (if performance and criteria are made explicit and a feedback loop (institution, department) is present

· Student portfolios

· Standardized exams (and connect with classroom exams (18-19)

· Rubrics (19-20)

· Retention rates

· Placement and career development data

· Institution wide data (40-42)
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