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In the end, the GEAR policy was an utterly failed to foster development in South Africa.
A combination of internal and external factors, along with flaws in the policy itself, made it
unable to translate a decline in the fiscal deficit and inflation into significant growth in private
investment, GDP or employment. Furthermore, it was unable to improve the quality of life or
decrease inequality within the country. Therefore, it is not surprising that the government has
begun to employ new policies to achieve these goals (Maree 2007, 5). We can only hope that
these new policies have a more solid foundation than their predecessor such that they will be
able to move South Africa towards development.
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