Team ___________________


MidTerm Rubric

	
	Poor
	
	Good
	
	Excellent

	First Answer: _____________________________________

	The answer addresses every section of the question.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is well grounded in resources (from text, internet, etc).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is closely reasoned.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer takes advantage of nuance in social, technical, or ethical issues.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is well written.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Second Answer: _____________________________________

	The answer addresses every section of the question.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is well grounded in resources (from text, internet, etc).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is closely reasoned.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer takes advantage of nuance in social, technical, or ethical issues.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is well written.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Third Answer: _____________________________________

	The answer addresses every section of the question.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is well grounded in resources (from text, internet, etc).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is closely reasoned.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer takes advantage of nuance in social, technical, or ethical issues.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is well written.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Fourth Answer: _____________________________________

	The answer addresses every section of the question.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is well grounded in resources (from text, internet, etc).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is closely reasoned.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer takes advantage of nuance in social, technical, or ethical issues.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	The answer is well written.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


UnPacking the Rubric

The answer addresses every section of the question.

The answer constructs a point of view that covers all the parts required in the question.  It need not follow the order of the question.  It takes account of the explicit phrasing of the question and of implicit contrasts (e.g. when strict liability and license-based immunity are mentioned explicitly in the question, the answer also takes note of another alternative: negligence-based software-as-service).  

The answer is well grounded in resources (from text, internet, etc).

This means that the answer presents substantial information (in quantity and relevance) and rich content. The quality, quantity, clarity, and density of the information delivered is such that the reader feels significantly taught by the author, sentence after sentence, paragraph after paragraph.  The information is well grounded in references to the text or to authoritative sources.  
The answer is closely reasoned.

First and foremost, opinions and conclusions are not simply stated as fact, they are presented as the result of careful argument and analysis. Assumptions are questioned, itemized, and justified or rhetorically set aside.  At the sentence level,  words are carefully chosen with an awareness of their implications and attention is given to the causal or logical assertions made in the sentence.  At the essay level, the argument proceeds from initial stage-setting to the detail of the argument in a way that makes the logical and empirical claims clear, gives reasons for the claims, and address potential counter-arguments.  The essay makes strong, clear claims, and does not mistake indecisiveness for sophistication.  

The answer takes advantage of nuance in social, technical, or ethical issues.

The answer shows a subtlety of distinction and logic that escapes the more straightforward essay. It makes strong claims while anticipating nuance, special circumstances, and irony. It documents the special circumstances and nuance with reference to resources or argument.  It does not offer easy excuses for poor judgment or lack of appropriate skill on the part of actors or systems, but it does recognize the limitations of human intelligence, moral commitment, and action.  

The answer is well written.

The essay is almost free of mechanical errors.  Primarily, the argument and information are clearly presented and style does not intrude on content. The organization and phrasing have stylistic finesse: they show originality, imagination, vitality, and a personal voice that enhances the argument of the paper. The opening paragraph is engaging , though content-rich in information and argument; the closing paragraph is conclusive and thematically related to the opening. Transitions between paragraphs are artful and related to the argument of the paper. Sentence structures are varied. The diction is concise and word choice precise.

