. UNITED S‘I‘[ETTES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

' OEFICE OF POSTSECONDARY ERUCATION

FEB 21 2008

Dear Upward Bound grantee:

I would like to take this opporfunity to provide some clarification surroundiug recent
actions by Congtess that have led to teports that the Department of Education’s
(Depariment) evaluation of th? Upward Bound (UB) program has been terminated.

The Censolidated Appropriatikns Act of 2008 contained a prohibition regarding the

~ expenditure of 2008 funds made available by that Act for the randomized centrol trial
evaluation of UB under the absolute priotity. However, prior to the enactment of this

© Act, the Department committed sufficient funding to allow thi: evalyation to continue for,

the rest of this fiscal year, Despite this, and in the éontext of the controvers' surrounding
the evaluation, we have concliided that it woild be best to terninate the eva nation and to_
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engage stakéholders, including Congress, in discussionsabolr. 2 new evaluaion that

would be responsive to our collective needs and concems. o
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As a result, you may now fill any available student participan: openings without the use
of a lottery, keeping in mind that the requirements of the abso EtRc, priority ltsted i the
Federal Register relatng to parucipant selection still apply. Ir addaifion, You are st
requiTe-to-AaNETE 10 the project- level cvaluation plan you have previously submitted and
should keep all records and data related to the evaluation.

. The Department firmly belie s it is critical to evaluate the effectiveness of the programs
it administers, including Upward Bound. Rigorous evaluations provide important
information ou how the Department’s programs could be improved, and how to best
improve educational outcomes for students. The Upward Bonnd evaluation was designed
to help ascertain the degree to! which the intensive services pr yvided under that program
significantly improve Stident joutcomes, which Sfidents Tecei /ed the most benefit from
these services, and whioh practices are most effective. These are all important questions
to answer, and the Department looks forward to working witt Congress to cevelop anew
gvalualion plan for Upward Bound that serves both Congress onal infent and the
Department’s goals. If you have any questions about this, please feel free 1> contact your
assigned program specialist. |

Sincerely,
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! . 1990 K STREET, N.W, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 ]
Qur misxion i3 60 ensune sm!m{ acesss to education and to sromote sdusnt anal expslence thre sphout the Nation

]

TOTAL P.0OCL

FEB-22-2008 10:02 TRIO ' 2026027857 P.001-001

THE ASS $TANT SECRETARY

e




