Tips From Tutors

· Plan a tutoring schedule so that you can work with the same class multiple times a week (it is important to build a strong connection with the classroom as a whole).

· Build relationships with both your students and their teacher(s).

· Communicate with the teacher(s) in whose classroom you work.

· Learn what his/her goals are for the student; learn what are the particular needs and strengths of the student.

· Do not be afraid to ask lots of questions.

· Offer to fill in a variety of rolls as needed.

· Let him/her know how each session went and what was accomplished.

· Touch base outside of tutoring sessions.

· Be ready to try new things and new approaches to teaching and leaning.

· Get to know your students and be able to distinguish the border between being their friend and their teacher.

· The key is to establish your authority and gain their respect first, only then can you become their friend (it does not work the other way around).  In order to fulfill your role as a tutor, you have to maintain control of the classroom/group/student.  You can still have fun, just so they know who is the authority.  

· Be sure to make connections with the students (get to know them and get them to trust you).  This will really help you because the students will be more likely to listen to and respect you and will not test you.  And do not be afraid to have fun with the kids sometimes.

· Make your expectations clearly known at the first meeting.

· Build a relationship with students outside of the academic work, start and end each day by doing something positive (not work).

· Be patient and never give up on a student.

· Give every student a chance regardless if he/she is a troublemaker, shy, whatever.  Everyone likes and can benefit from a little extra positive attention.

· Be sincere in your interest for students (they can tell if you’re faking it).

· Take the initiative; jump in when working with students.

· Work to find a way to explain a concept to a struggling student so that he/she will understand and can experience success.

· Remember that students are young and in different developmental stages.

· Do not miss tutoring sessions, it is important to demonstrate consistency and show the kids that you care about them and their education.

· Remember that you are needed in the public schools and that you can do it!

· Learn to love your job!

· You may start to feel like you’ve fallen into a routine.  It is great to feel at ease in a new environment, just make sure you are still bringing the same enthusiasm and positive energy into every tutoring session that you had the first day.

