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The Program

Symphony No. 9 (2011) David Maslanka (b. 1943)
*Premiere Performances
Andrew Belsaas’ 12, piano
Kurt Hattenberger ’ 12, soprano saxophone
Noah Anderson ' 12, reader
|. Shall We Gather at the River
| Thank You God for All Your Good Works*
I1. Now All Lies Under Thee*
I1l. Fantasiaon | Thank You God...
IV. Fantasiaon O Sacred Head Now Wounded*
Shall We Gather at the River
Watch the Night With Me (flute, trumpet, harp, piano)
Soul, How Have You Become So Unhappy* (flute, trumpet, saxophone, harp, piano)

Whale Story (O Sacred Head Now Wounded)

O Sacred Head Now Wounded

*The chorale melodies are taken from the 371 Four-part Chorales by J.S. Bach.

Participation in the consortium commission for this new work by David Maslanka was enabled
by the Miles Johnson Endowment Fund.



DAVID MASLANKA

Born in New Bedford, Massachusetts, David Maslanka attended the Oberlin College
Conservatory, spent ayear at the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria, and did graduate work in
composition at Michigan State University. He has served on the faculties of the State University
of New York at Geneseo, Sarah Lawrence College, New Y ork University, and College of the
City University of New Y ork. He now livesin Missoula, Montana.

Maslanka’ s works for winds and percussion have become especially well known. They include A
Child’s Garden of Dreams for Symphonic Wind Ensemble; the 2™, 3¢, 4, 5" 7" and 8"
symphonies; and Mass for soloists, chorus, boys chorus, wind orchestra and organ. In addition,
he has written awide variety of chamber, orchestral, and choral pieces. Maslanka provides the
following information about Symphony No. 9:

Symphony No. 9 isavery large collection of instrumental songs. There are many influences
and underlying elements, but most of them cannot be explained in words. Rather than try, |
will ssimply list some of the things at work:

Time — memory, passing of time, “we flew through the years hearing them rush under
us’ —Merwin

Water — cleansing and life-giving power, Shall We Gather at the River, Whale Story

Nature — our ground, river, ocean, chickadees

Grace — compassion, forgiveness, rest



Why should God have incarnated only in human form?

(A brief story about whal es)

In the sixty millions years or so the great whales have had, both on land and in the oceans, there
have been numerous, and in fact, innumerable great beings among them. In fact, it turns out

now that all the great whales are either highly devel oped bodhisattvas or buddhas. And in fact, it
turns out that the Earth’ s oceans are a Buddha Pure Land, and when you pass from this
existence it isto be hoped for rebirth asagod or agreat whale. In fact, it turns out that the Pure
Land oceans of the Earth are atraining ground for buddhas across all space and time. We are
loved by the great whales, and they, serenely riding the waves of birth and death, will die for us
so that we may come to our enlightenment.

The end.

—David Maslanka
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