






































FROM “SING FOR JOY duced by St. Olaf College, and will continue to
. ' odu .
i isor to the Sing For Joy radio progran pr : letter.
John Fef}glPsori'Sel;:’lz;? S ?l?es}i)ﬁgzéir?; appeared in the June 2012 edition of the Sing For Joy news
do so in his retire .

by Pastor Bruce Benson, host

une. One of the Sing For Joy you like: imagine a human being as a seed which grows
programs this month wi] conclude  to its fullest potential when planted in the good soil of the
with a performance by the St. Olaf Gospel; the arts can stil] be thought of as gentle rains that

i, John Ferguson conducting. When [ introduce assist both the Gospel and the person to flourish.
that final musical selection, I am going to mention that Dr.
Ferguson (“Ferg,” as he is affectionately known) is retiring The church needs its gifted musicians for the good work
this month from S, Olaf College. To be more precise, he is of “farming” faith, hope, and love, And one of the
retiring from his professorial duties, but not from serving as great joys of my own pastoral ministry has been sharing
consultant and music adviser to Sing For Joy. worship leadership with John Ferguson. As organist, choir

conductor, composer, hymn arranger, teacher, scholar, and

Even if I had not been his St. Olaf College colleague for more he has, inspired (and will continue to do so) thousands
nearly 30 years, T would want to make note of hig retirement  of people to “sing for joy.” Thank you, John. The peace of
simply because he has been such a creative and influential God be with you,
leader in the world of Church Music for the past several
decades. There is hardly a church organist in the country Peace be with you,

who has not played a Ferguson arrangement of something! DN B
And church chojr directors know his work almost as well., ) { (\ %

But in my own decades long partnership with John, it has
been his regular Sunday worship leadership that has seemed

fome to be his greatest gift. You can think about this with Pastor Benson has written eloquently about John Ferguson’s

contributions to the world of church music and musicians.
I'd like to also mentioy something of a personal note.

is difficult look easy; those who don’t just do what they do “Ferg,” as he is known, is also a teacher - a teacher who bas

but love what they do; those who don’t lose their sense of
play; and finally, those who make us appreciate the beauty of

their sport- not merely their personal talent. conductor of the St Olaf Cantorei.

That is the Sunday morning artistry of organist and choir
conductor, John Ferguson. He plays for worship, he always
makes it sound casy, he loves what he does, and in the end,
all of us in worship with him experience a new appreciation
of God’s grace and love.

Ferg’s musicality, patience, compassion and quick wit
served as a perfect model for being a servant and leader

The church needs its gifted musicians like John. One could of my life, and I k
object to my use of the word “need,” [ suppose, but anyone
reading this newsletter is likely to agree. If the Gospel is

a seed and the human heart is the soil, the arts are rain to
soften the soil for life and growth. Or change the image if

Jeffrey O’Donnell, Executive Producer,
Sing For Joy
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