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A Contemporary Credo

RENEWAL

Reading Kate Rudberg 21

Ute Sundance Valerie D. Naranjo
arr. Ethan Sperry (b. 1971)

Chloe Militzer '21, Amanda Stagg '21, Lauren Kroschel 20,
Margaret Lindahl '19 Benjamin Jorenby '20, soloists

The Ute Sundance is a song of renewal sung by the Ute Tribe at the beginning of the new year and is one of the Ute’s
most important rites of passage. Debts, misunderstandings, and grudges are forgiven, so that no one needs to start
the new year with old negativity. The young men enact a difficult dance, personifying the release of the pain
experienced in the community during the past year.

~Valerie Naranjo

EQUALITY and FORGIVENESS

Reading Nelson Pike '19

because of you Niel van der Watt (b. 1962)

Niel van der Watt composed because of you shortly after the dismantling of South Africa’s apartheid system. With
this work, he made a conscious effort to combine Western European and traditional African musical characteristics
in an effort to ask for forgiveness and represent a reconciliation. Van der Watt stated that when integrating these
musical styles he wanted to “emphasis the uniqueness...to demonstrate that we are not the same, have not been
equal, but we have an equal responsibility to our culture.” The poetry is by South African journalist, Antjie Krog,
taken from her book “Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness in the New South Africa.”

FAITH

Reading Sadie Druskin '21

Jesus Loves Me William B. Bradbury
arr. John Ferguson (b. 1941)
Martha Barth '19, piano



GRATITUDE

Reading Dana Smith 20

Ravta et rivam Rex Isenberg (b. 1987)

Ravta et rivam is a setting of a portion of the Hebrew prayer Al HaNissim (‘On the Miracles’), recited on the Jewish
festival of Chanukah. The prayer is an expression of gratitude for God’s intervention on behalf of the Jews in their
revolt against their Syrian-Greek oppressors in the 2nd century BC, one of the miracles associated with Chanukah.
For Jews, the eight-day holiday is both a celebratory and solemn observance. Chanukah, which means ‘dedication’ in
Hebrew, commemorates both the Jewish victory and rededication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem following their
triumph, each described in this text.

~ Rex Isenberg

HOPE
Reading Alice Langby 21
Espiritu de Dios Traditional Cuban
arr. Brian Tate (b. 1954)
LOVE and COURAGE
Reading Matthew Humason '21
Adinu / How Can 1 Keep From Singing? Shireen Abu-Khader/Andre de Quadros

arr. Allyss Haecker
Sarah Golemon-Mercer '20, soloist

Adinu bidinil hubbi 1 follow the religion of love
Anna tawaj-jaht raka'ibuhu fal hubbu wherever love is found
Dini wa 'imani for love is my creed and faith

Reprinted by permission of earthsongs.



PROGRAM NOTES

The inspiration for this concert program began in the car as 1 listened to an episode of “This 1 Believe” on
NPR. 1 have always loved “This I Believe,” a program that encourages individuals to write short essays
about their core beliefs. It is easy to slip into pessimism and hopelessness as 1 absorb the news and
divisiveness around me, so 1 relish the opportunity to feel the connectivity of sharing beliefs.

As a choral musician, the concept of belief often leads me to the Credo, the third section of the Mass
ordinary. This text, often referred to as the statement of faith, has been spoken or sung within the
Christian liturgy for centuries. As I sat in the car and listened to modern statements of faith, I wondered
if there might be a way to contemporize the tenants of spiritual belief. I wanted to find the common
grounds of belief that unite us in the human experience.

I selected the eight aspects of belief outlined in this program as the guideline for our “Contemporary
Credo.” I then selected repertoire from various cultures and faiths to represent each aspect and coupled
the music with a written message. The beauty of this process was in witnessing just how similar the
‘different’ cultures and faiths are.

I have no illusions that music and radio shows will persuade us all to agree on the same beliefs. 1 do,
however, hope that a spark of recognition will lead to careful listening, which in turn can lead to
understanding, which, perhaps, might lead to respect.

A special thank you to Martha Barth and Andrew Jacob for their rehearsal assistance.
~ Allyss Haecker

Unauthorized photography or video/audio recording is prohibited.
This concert is archived at http://www.stolaf.edu/multimedia
Please silence your cell phone or other personal communication device.
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