
THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION

The traditional academic procession introduces many of the 
more formal and significant events at St. Olaf, as it does on most 
college and university campuses. Although the history of 
wearing distinctive apparel as an indication of scholarship and 
academic rank dates back to 1321, the practice was not adopted 
throughout the United States until about 1900.

The cap worn almost universally in academic processions is the 
Oxford cap, better known as the mortarboard. It is always black. 
A different style, called the Cambridge cap, resembles a large 
beret. The use of a dark robe in academic processions is thought 
to have arisen from the clerical practice of wearing a cape or 
mantle in religious processions in the 12th and 13th centuries, 
when universities arose from cathedral schools.

Traditionally, gowns are also black. However, a number of 
universities have adopted alternate gowns that use their 
traditional school color. The academic hoods, worn around the 
neck and down the back of the gown
colors of the college or university conferring the degree. The 
binding or edging of the hood is usually distinctive of the 
subject to which the degree pertains: economics, copper; 
education, light blue; fine arts, brown; humanities, white; law, 
purple; library science, lemon; medicine, green; music, pink; 
nursing, apricot; philosophy, dark blue; physical education, sage 
green; science, golden yellow; social science, cream; social work, 
citron; speech, silver gray; theology, scarlet.
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Harold Ditmanson Distinguished Professor of Religion 

Born on the East Coast, L. DeAne Lagerquist spent her childhood in central 
Iowa where her first jobs involved corn and graduated from Ames High School. 
Her study of religion began while she was a history major at California Lutheran 
College, where orange trees and classrooms in converted chicken coops were 
reminders that the young campus had recently been a ranch. After working as 
a receptionist, Lagerquist enrolled at Luther Seminary, where she was one of 
fewer than a dozen women. When field education clarified that she was not 
called to parish ministry, she shifted direction, wrote a thesis on female 
abolitionists, and was awarded the M.A. in church history. She earned her Ph.D. 
in the history of Christianity at the University of Chicago Divinity School. Her 
dissertation, In America the Men Milk the Cows: Factors of Gender, Ethnicity, 
and Religion in the Americanization of Norwegian-American Women, pointed 
to her persistent fascination with the complex ways religion interacts with other 
components of identity.

In 1988, Lagerquist joined the St. Olaf religion faculty, having taught at 
Wittenberg and Valparaiso Universities. During her tenure, Lagerquist has taught 
in the Religion Department and the Paracollege, as well as in American Studies, 
American Conversations, and on Global Semester, after which she developed a 
course on Christianity in India. Her courses include American religion, Lutheran 
heritage, the January Interim course Sacred Places in Greece and Turkey, and 
several versions of the Bible in Culture and Community. She served as the final 
Senior Tutor of the Paracollege, chaired the Religion Department for three terms, 
was Faculty Observer to the St. Olaf Board of Regents and a member of the 
Review and Planning and Curriculum Committees, and she helped to found the 
American Conversations program. Twice she collaborated with St. Olaf students 
on digital history projects through the summer Collaborative Undergraduate 
Research and Inquiry (CURI) program. Her publications include From Our 
Mothers’ Arms: A History of American Lutheran Women (which received 
Concordia Historical Institute’s Award of Commendation) and The Lutherans, 
which traces the larger history of Lutherans in the United States. She is the 
Harold Ditmanson Distinguished Professor of Religion.

Lagerquist’s leadership beyond St. Olaf includes serving on the boards of the Lilly 
Fellows Network, the Lutheran Historical Conference, and currently Lutheran 
Partners in Global Ministry. She was one of the early organizers of Lutheran 
Women in Theological and Religious Studies, the Association of Teaching 
Theologians, and the Lutheran Academy of Scholars. She served on the task force 
for the ELCA social statement on Race, Ethnicity, and Culture, and on the steering 
committee for its Multicultural Ministry unit. Currently she chairs the Consulting 
Committee for the ELCA Justice for Women program.
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Fanfare and Grand March 
by Timothy Mahr ’78
The St. Olaf Band
Timothy Mahr ’78, Conductor, Professor of Music

Matthew Marohl, College Pastor

Breathe on Us, Creative Spirit
Text: David Mowbray, adapt. by W. Bruce Benson, 
Retired St. Olaf College Pastor
James E. Bobb, Organist, Associate Professor of Music
The St. Olaf Band
Timothy Mahr ’78, Conductor, Professor of Music

Andy Nelson ’23, St. Olaf SGA President

There is Only One Question
L. DeAne Lagerquist, 
Harold Ditmanson Distinguished Professor of Religion

Fram! Fram! St. Olaf!
by F. Melius Christiansen and Oscar Overby ‘61 
Arr. Travis Cross ‘99

Katherine Fick, Associate College Pastor

Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals
by Sigfrid Karg-Elert
Transcribed by William Rhoades
The St. Olaf Band
Timothy Mahr ’78, Conductor
Catherine Rodland ’87 and James E. Bobb, Organists

Please stand as the faculty recesses


