
THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION

The traditional academic procession introduces many of the 
more formal and significant events at St. Olaf, as it does on most 
college and university campuses. Although the history of 
wearing distinctive apparel as an indication of scholarship and 
academic rank dates back to 1321, the practice was not adopted 
throughout the United States until about 1900.

The cap worn almost universally in academic processions is the 
Oxford cap, better known as the mortarboard. It is always black. 
A different style, called the Cambridge cap, resembles a large 
beret. The use of a dark robe in academic processions is thought 
to have arisen from the clerical practice of wearing a cape or 
mantle in religious processions in the 12th and 13th centuries, 
when universities arose from cathedral schools.

Traditionally, gowns are also black. However, a number of 
universities have adopted alternate gowns that use their 
traditional school color. The academic hoods, worn around the 
neck and down the back of the gown
colors of the college or university conferring the degree. The 
binding or edging of the hood is usually distinctive of the 
subject to which the degree pertains: economics, copper; 
education, light blue; fine arts, brown; humanities, white; law, 
purple; library science, lemon; medicine, green; music, pink; 
nursing, apricot; philosophy, dark blue; physical education, sage 
green; science, golden yellow; social science, cream; social work, 
citron; speech, silver gray; theology, scarlet.
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A B O U T  T H E  S P E A K E R
Eric Cole
Professor of Biology 

Eric Cole was born in Iowa. He earned a bachelor of arts degree from Reed College 
in the Pacific Northwest and a master’s degree in zoology from the University of 
Washington before completing the circle by returning to his home state to earn a 
Ph.D. in biology from the University of Iowa. He then spent two years working as a 
postdoc in the Department of Genetics and Development at Cornell University 
before joining the St. Olaf faculty in 1993.

During his tenure, Cole taught in the Biology Department, the Paracollege, and the 
Science Conversation. Though trained as a developmental geneticist, he held onto 
his childhood fascination with nature, developing off-campus Interim courses in the 
Bahamas, French Polynesia, the Galápagos Islands, and the Amazon rainforests. 
During one January, he and his students discovered an underwater cave system on a 
remote island, a cavern he named “Three Roses” after the middle name that his wife 
and two daughters share. These marine ponds, their caverns, and the life forms that 
inhabit them have become an enduring source of joy and wonder.

Cole’s journey to succeed in science has always been offset by curiosity into things 
that science does a poor job measuring: the healing power of love; the power of a 
focused mind to realize dreams; and the intangible sense of purpose that sometimes 
creeps into one’s experience during the arc of one’s life. Teaching in the Paracollege, 
Cole partnered with faculty from the Religion Department to explore such topics as 
Life: Meaning & Mystery, and he could sometimes be found practicing the art of Tai 
Chi on a quiet lawn or in the (pre-pandemic) Dance Studio with friends. He says that 
the one thing he most wants students to come away with from classes in cell biology, 
invertebrate zoology, or development is “a sense of beauty, wonder and excitement.”

Cole has served as chair of the St. Olaf Biology Department, program director for the 
Biomolecular Sciences, and faculty advisor to the Denmark Marine Biology Program. 
He has also served on a number of National Science Foundation review panels.

The theme of his opening convocation talk, titled “Evidence of Magic in the Age of 
Science,” touches on what is for him a real and tangible dimension of the human 
experience, with the intent to inspire access to courage, hope, and connection.
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Fanfare and Grand March 
by Timothy Mahr ’78
The St. Olaf Band
Timothy Mahr ’78, Conductor, Professor of Music
Robert Scholz Endowed Chair in Music
James E. Bobb, Organist, Associate Professor of Music

Katherine Fick, Associate College Pastor

Infinite Beauty
by Susan Cherwien
James E. Bobb, Organist, Associate Professor of Music
The St. Olaf Band
Timothy Mahr ’78, Conductor, Professor of Music
Robert Scholz Endowed Chair in Music

Sebastian Pham ’23, St. Olaf SGA President

Evidence of Magic in an Age of Science
Eric Cole, Professor of Biology

Fram! Fram! St. Olaf!
by F. Melius Christiansen and Oscar Overby ’61 
Arr. Travis Cross ’99
Catherine Rodland ’87, Organist, Artist in Residence

Matthew Marohl, College Pastor

Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals
by Sigfrid Karg-Elert
Transcribed by William Rhoades
The St. Olaf Band
Timothy Mahr ’78, Conductor
Robert Scholz Endowed Chair in Music
Catherine Rodland ’87, Organist, Artist in Residence

Please stand as the faculty recesses.


