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Variations on an Original Theme,

Op 36. Variation XIV, Finale, E.D.U

Edward Elgar (1857-1934)

St. Olaf Band

Henry Dorn, Conductor

Invocation and Land Acknowledgement

Matthew Marohl, College Pastor

Welcome and Recognition/Introductions

Matthew Marohl, College Pastor

Introduction of Former St. Olaf Presidents

Matthew Marohl, College Pastor

G R E E T I N G S  T O  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

A N D  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

On Behalf of the Board of Regents

Susan Gunderson ’79, Chair of the St. Olaf Board of Regents

On Behalf of the Student Body

Sophia Pletcher ’24, President of the Student Government Association

On Behalf of the Faculty

Anthony Bateza, Associate Professor of Religion

On Behalf of the Staff

Kirsten Cahoon ’98, Director of the Piper Center for Vocation and Career

On Behalf of the Alumni

Mazen Abusharkh ’18, Member of the St. Olaf Alumni Board

On Behalf of the Northfield Community

Rhonda Pownell ’93, Mayor of Northfield

On Behalf of Carleton College

Alison Byerly, President of Carleton College
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Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944)
Music: Gustav Holst (1874–1934)
Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company
Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-703883
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H Y M N
For the Splendor of Creation
Catherine Rodland ’87, Organist
A L L  S I N G

I N V E S T I T U R E
Presentation of the St. Olaf Presidential Medallion
Sophia Pletcher ’24, President of the Student Government Association
Kirsten Cahoon ’98, Director of the Piper Center for Vocation and Career
Anthony Bateza, Associate Professor of Religion

Introduction of President Susan Rundell Singer
Grant Cornwell, President of Rollins College   

Inaugural Address 
Susan Rundell Singer, President of St. Olaf College
“Solution Seekers”

A N T H E M
Praise the Lord
Florence B. Price (1887-1953)

St. Olaf Choir
Anton Armstrong ’78, Conductor
Aaron Looney ’24, Pianist
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Text: Oscar R. Overby '21, alt. James E. Bobb
Music: F. Melius Christiansen

Refrain

S U S A N  R U N D E L L  S I N G E R
Twelfth President of St. Olaf College
An experienced leader in higher education who has led national efforts to advance undergraduate 
teaching and learning, Susan Rundell Singer joined St. Olaf after serving as vice president for academic 
affairs and provost at Rollins College. She previously led the Division of Undergraduate Education at 
the National Science Foundation (NSF) and was the Laurence McKinley Gould Professor of Biology at 
Carleton College, where she directed the Perlman Center for Learning and Teaching.

Recruited to NSF, Rundell Singer was charged with implementing holistic, evidence-informed 
approaches to increase persistence and success of all undergraduates. She led 14 federal agencies in 
achieving the undergraduate goals of the first Federal STEM Education Five-Year Strategic Plan, 
including producing one million more STEM graduates by 2018.

Rundell Singer’s scholarship focuses on partnerships and networks of organizations collaboratively 
advancing undergraduate STEM education, emphasizing diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging. 
Equitable, excellent undergraduate education is a top focus in her leadership at St. Olaf and has been a 
signature element of her successes throughout her career.

Her disciplinary expertise in plant biology fuels her passion for sustainability. As part of an 
NSF-funded, national network on advancing education through campus and community farms, 
she is an advocate for experiential learning.

Rundell Singer is an American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow, and a 
recipient of the American Society of Plant Biology teaching award and Botanical Society of America 
Charles Bessey Award. She is a past chair of the AAAS Education Section. She is an Association of 
American Universities Senior Scholar, chairs the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and 
Medicine (NASEM) Board on Science Education, and serves on the Board on Life Sciences and the 
Roundtable on Systematic Change in Undergraduate STEM Education. She chaired several NASEM 
studies, including Discipline-Based Education Research. Rundell Singer earned her bachelor’s degree, 
master’s degree, and Ph.D. in biology from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York.

Academic Procession 
The traditional academic procession introduces many of the more formal and significant events at 
St. Olaf, as it does on most college and university campuses. Although the history of wearing distinctive 
apparel as an indication of scholarship and academic rank dates back to 1321, the practice was not 
adopted throughout the United States until about 1900.

The cap worn almost universally in academic processions is the Oxford cap, better known as the 
mortarboard. It is always black. A different style, called the Cambridge cap, resembles a large beret. 
The use of a dark robe in academic processions is thought to have arisen from the clerical practice of 
wearing a cape or mantle in religious processions in the 12th and 13th centuries, when universities 
arose from cathedral schools.

Traditionally, gowns are also black. However, a number of universities have adopted alternate gowns 
that use their traditional school color. The academic hoods, worn around the neck and down the back 
of the gown, are in the colors of the college or university conferring the degree. The binding or edging 
of the hood is usually distinctive of the subject to which the degree pertains: economics, copper; 
education, light blue; fine arts, brown; humanities, white; law, purple; library science, lemon; medicine, 
green; music, pink; nursing, apricot; philosophy, dark blue; physical education, sage green; science, 
golden yellow; social science, cream; social work, citron; speech, silver gray; and theology, scarlet. 

C O L L E G E  H Y M N
Fram! Fram! St. Olaf!
A L L  S I N G

R E C E S S I O N A L
Sigurd Jorsalfar, Three Orchestral Pieces, Op. 56 III. Homage March
Edvard Grieg (1843–1907)

St. Olaf Band
Henry Dorn, Conductor

Please Note:
The audience should remain seated and follow the ushers for dismissal from the auditorium. Following the ceremony, there will be a 
reception on Buntrock Plaza and the opportunity to congratulate President Rundell Singer. All are warmly invited to attend.

B E N E D I C T I O N
Matthew Marohl, College Pastor
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Academic Procession 
The traditional academic procession introduces many of the more formal and significant events at 
St. Olaf, as it does on most college and university campuses. Although the history of wearing distinctive 
apparel as an indication of scholarship and academic rank dates back to 1321, the practice was not 
adopted throughout the United States until about 1900.

The cap worn almost universally in academic processions is the Oxford cap, better known as the 
mortarboard. It is always black. A different style, called the Cambridge cap, resembles a large beret. 
The use of a dark robe in academic processions is thought to have arisen from the clerical practice of 
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of the hood is usually distinctive of the subject to which the degree pertains: economics, copper; 
education, light blue; fine arts, brown; humanities, white; law, purple; library science, lemon; medicine, 
green; music, pink; nursing, apricot; philosophy, dark blue; physical education, sage green; science, 
golden yellow; social science, cream; social work, citron; speech, silver gray; and theology, scarlet. 
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Insignia of the O�ce 
The Insignia of the O�ce of the Presidency of St. Olaf College is a large silver medallion suspended 
on a silver chain. On the front of the medallion is the college seal, depicting a lion on a shield, from 
the royal Norwegian coat of arms. The shield is encircled by the words "Fram Fram Kristmenn 
Krossmenn," a portion of the battle cry of Olaf, the 11th century king of Norway for whom the college 
is named. Those words, the college motto, are translated, "Forward, Forward, Men of Christ, Men of 
the Cross." 

The reverse side of the medallion is inscribed with an exhortation from II Timothy 1: 14: "That good 
thing which was committed unto thee guard through the Holy Spirit which dwelleth in us." The edge 
of the medallion has in relief the words "President of the College." The presidential medallion was 
struck in 1963 and first used at the inauguration of St. Olaf President Sidney Rand. It is worn by the 
president at all ceremonial occasions. 
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B O A R D  O F  R E G E N T S

Susan Rundell Singer
Ex-O�cio
President
St. Olaf College
Northfield, Minnesota

Marvin Benton ’75
Attorney and Counselor at Law
Colonel (Ret.)
U.S. Army
Rockwall, Texas

Jeffrey Bolton
Retired Vice President, 
Administration
Chief Administrative O�cer
Mayo Clinic
Rochester, Minnesota

Sean Burress ’94
Senior Director – Global 
Research, Media and Analytics
Kimberly-Clark Corporation
Romeoville, Illinois

Craig Dean ’78
Managing Principal
AEG Partners, LLC.
Chicago, Illinois

Joan Ericksen ’76
Senior United States District 
Judge
U.S. District Court for the 
District of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Stephanie Fehr ’87
Executive Vice President and 
Chief Human Capital O�cer
United Healthcare
Minnetonka, Minnesota

Paul Grangaard P’18 (Treasurer)
Chairman and Chief Executive 
O�cer
Faribault Woolen Mill Co.
Edina, Minnesota

Susan Gunderson ’79 (Board 
Chair)
Retired Chief Executive O�cer
LifeSource
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Jennifer Hellman ’98
CEO/President
Goff Public
St. Paul, Minnesota

Chad Jerdee ’90
Retired Global Lead, Responsible 
Business, Sustainability and 
Corporate Citizenship
Accenture, Inc.
Chicago, Illinois

Christopher Klein P’19
Retired Executive Chair of the 
Board
Fortune Brands Home and 
Security, Inc.
Deerfield, Illinois

Ward Klein ’77
Retired Executive Chairman
Edgewell Personal Care
Chesterfield, Missouri

Kathryn Lohre ’99
Assistant to the Presiding Bishop 
of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America
Chicago, Illinois

Jay Lund ’81 (Vice Board Chair)
President and CEO
Chairman of the Board
Andersen Corporation
Oak Park Heights, Minnesota

Timothy Maudlin ’73
Retired Venture Capitalist
Eden Prairie, Minnesota

Brenda McCormick ’89
CFO and Senior Vice President
Children’s Minnesota
Edina, Minnesota

Laurie Nordquist ’81
CEO and Lead Region President 
for the Upper Midwest
Wells Fargo Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Scott Okuno ’85
Professor of Oncology
Mayo Clinic
Rochester, Minnesota

John Raitt
Retired Partner, President 
and CEO
Harris Associates L.P.
Wilmette, Illinois

Theresa Hull Wise ’89
Retired Senior Vice President 
and Chief Information O�cer
Delta Airlines
Bloomington, Minnesota

Mariem Zaghdoudi ’20
Bioeconomy Program Senior 
Specialist
Great Plains Institute
Brooklyn, New York

S E N I O R  R E G E N T S

Dean Buntrock ’55
Retired Chair and CEO 
WMX Technologies 
Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 

B. Kristine Olson Johnson ’73
  General Partner
A�nity Capital Management
St. Paul, Minnesota

Martin Marty
The Fairfax M. Cone 
Distinguished Service 
Professor Emeritus
University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois 

Addison “Tad” Piper
Retired Chairman and CEO
Piper Jaffray, Inc.
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Larry Stranghoener ’76
Retired Executive Vice President 
and Chief Financial O�cer
Mosaic Company
Plymouth, Minnesota

O. Jay Tomson ’58
Retired CEO
First Citizens Financial 
Corporation
Mason City, Iowa

Jerrol Tostrud ’60
Retired Executive Vice President
West Publishing Company
St. Paul, Minnesota



1874  University of Wisconsin–River Falls, Sonja Maki, Associate Professor of Horticulture

1876 University of Illinois, Dexter Boniface, Alumnus

1885 Rollins College, Don Davison, Professor of Political Science

1887  Nebraskan Wesleyan University, Fred Ohles, President Emeritus

1893 Concordia University-St. Paul, Brian Friedrich, President

1905 St. Catherine University, Jean Guezmir, Senior Vice President and Chief Information O�cer

1913 College of Saint Benedict, Brian Bruess, President

1948 Minnesota Private College Council, Paul Cerkvenik, President

1959 California Lutheran University, Lori Varlotta, President

1993 Capella University, Nicole Franklin, Director of the Center for Site-Based Learning and Services

S T .  O L A F  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T
St. Olaf College challenges students to excel in the liberal arts, examine faith and values, and explore 
meaningful vocation in an inclusive, globally engaged community nourished by Lutheran tradition.

D E L E G A T E S

1746 Princeton University, Steven Poskanzer, Alumnus

1793 Williams College, Stephen Lewis, Alumnus

1829 Rochester Institute of Technology, Carolyn Fleming, Visiting Professor, 
 Department of Engineering

1834 Tulane University, Faye Tydlaska, Alumna

1837  Knox College, Sara Eldridge, Alumna

1842  University of Notre Dame, Joan Davison, Alumna

1846 Grinnell College, Trish Anderson, Alumna

1847  Carthage College, David Timmerman, Provost

1847 Lawrence University, Carol Korda, Alumna

1851  Florida State University, Ashley Kistler, Alumna

1851  Ripon College, Amy Bader Rachuba, Alumna

1852  Wartburg College, Justin Schedtler, Associate Professor of Religion
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1876 University of Illinois, Dexter Boniface, Alumnus

1885 Rollins College, Don Davison, Professor of Political Science

1887  Nebraskan Wesleyan University, Fred Ohles, President Emeritus

1893 Concordia University-St. Paul, Brian Friedrich, President

1905 St. Catherine University, Jean Guezmir, Senior Vice President and Chief Information O�cer

1913 College of Saint Benedict, Brian Bruess, President

1948 Minnesota Private College Council, Paul Cerkvenik, President

1959 California Lutheran University, Lori Varlotta, President

1993 Capella University, Nicole Franklin, Director of the Center for Site-Based Learning and Services

S T .  O L A F  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T
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meaningful vocation in an inclusive, globally engaged community nourished by Lutheran tradition.
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1862 Gustavus Adolphus College, Rebecca Bergman, President
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