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Welcome to Veselica International Dance Ensemble’s annual 
spring concert! We’re glad you could join us today to help 
celebrate the rich dance traditions of many cultures.  
 
Veselica is a student dance company with a global 
perspective that strives to spread awareness of dance from 
around the world. “Veselica” (pronounced veh-SELL-eetsah) 
translates as “celebration” in Serbo-Croatian. Artistic 
Director Anne von Bibra founded the international dance 
ensemble in the late 1980s.  
maintenance 
 
To date, Veselica has presented dances from over 35 
countries including Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Bulgaria, 
Curaçao, China, Costa Rica, Croatia, the Czech Republic, 
Ecuador, Egypt, England, France, Germany, Hungary, India, 
Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, 
Palestine, Poland, Romania, Russia, Scotland, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Sweden, Turkey, the United States, and 
Uzbekistan.  
 

 

 



TURKEY 
Selected dances from the Gaziantep Region of 
Southern Turkey 
Choreography: Ahmet Lüleci 
Music: TRT Ankara Radyo Sanatcilari, Tuana Musicians, 
Kardes Turkuler, Hasan Isakkut 
Dancers: Veselica Ensemble 
 
 

CROATIA 
Valpovac‘ka Kolo 
Croatians in the Slavonian Region 
Choreography: Anthony Shay 
Music: Jerry Grcevich Tamburitza Band 
Costumes: Original 
Dancers: Adrian Ayala, Lee Christianson, Owen Erickson, 
Bryn Fitzgerald-Wells, Sara Griffith, Mya Molldrem, Leo 
Sanchez 
 

ITALY  
Sicilian Tarantella 
Choreography: Don LaCourse  
Music: “Tarantella do concordia” from Musica melodica 
siciliana, performed by Graziano Mossuto 
Dancers: Vanesca Antoine, Alice Boerner, Lee Christianson, 
Kaija Halvorson, Janet Munoz-Enriquez, Mitali Mangal, Lydia 
Westerlund, Liya Wetzel 
 

JAVA, INDONESIA  
Caping  
Choreography: Tri Sutrisno; set on Veselica by Anne 
von Bibra  
Music: Joko Sutrisno, composer; performed by 
Sumunar Gamelan Ensemble  
Dancers: Alice Boerner, Claire Bouma, Lee Christianson, 
Bryn Fitzgerald-Wells, Sara Griffith, Mya Molldrem 



SOUTH CAROLINA, United States of 
America 
Big Apple 
Choreography: Anne von Bibra, based on material learned 
from Lance Benishek, with special thanks to Lance for his 
input and guidance.  
Music: “Mr. Ghost Goes To Town,” by Will Hudson; Hudson 
DeLange Orchestra  
Dancers: Veselica Ensemble 

 
IRAN 
Chupi 
Choreography: Anthony Shay (1978) 
Music: Avaz International Dance Theatre  
Dancers: Vanesca Antoine, Adrian Ayala, Lee Christenson, 
Kaija Halvorson, Mitali Mangal, Liya Wetzler 
 
 

PERSIA  
Neo-Classical Persian Dance 
Choreography: Natalie Nayun  
Music: “Pars Canopy” – Tasnife Shekayate Del and 
“Eshveh” performed by Bijan Mortazavi  
Dancers: Alice Boerner, Claire Bouma, Bryn 
Fitzgerald-Wells, Mya Molldrem, Janet Munoz Enriquez, 
Liliana Schroedl, Lydia Westerlund  
Soloist: Sara Griffith 
 



 
 

Intermission 
 

 
CURAÇAO 
Ritmo di Kòrsou: Kosechá Bailando and Herensia di 
Kòrsou 
 
Choreographer: Vaneseca Antoine 
Music: “Madjango” by Bena Mayo; “Atardi Korsou Ta 
Bunita” by Rudy Plaate; “Untitled” Curaçao Folklore 
Dancers 
Dancers: Adrian Ayala, Vanesca Antoine, Claire Bouma,  
Lee Christianson, Owen Erickson, Bryn Fitzgerald-Wells, 
Mitali Mangal, Mya Molldrem, Liliana Schroedl, Lydia 
Westerlund 
 

 
 



COLOMBIA 
Pilanderas 
 
Choreographer: Luis Fernando Trouchón restaged by 
Melissa Teodoro 
Music: “Pila Pilandera” by Efraín Mejía (Cumbia Soledeña) 
Dancers: Vanesca Antoine, Alice Boerner, Claire Bouma, 
Sara Griffith, Kaija Halverson, Mya Molldrem, Lydia 
Westerlund, Liya Wetzler 
 

NORWAY 
Vestlandspringar 
 
Choreography: Anne von Bibra 
Music: “Syndebukken”performed by Andrea Een after Lars 
Skjervheim on From the Valley: Norwegian Dances, 
Marches, and Tone Poems 
Dancers: Lee Christianson and Liliana Schroedl 

 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Da Kola 
A suite of dances from the Chodsko region of western 
Bohemia, including matenik, kolecko, kolobezka, and 
polka 
 
Choreography: Alice Janotová 
Music: “Zahraj Mi Houdecku” 
Dancers: Vanesca Antoine, Adrian Ayala, Lee Christenson, 
Owen Erickson, Bryn Fitzgerald-Wells, Sara Griffith, Kaija 
Halvorson, Mitali Mangal, Mya Molldrem, Liliana Schroedl 
 
 
 
 
 



SLOVAKIA 
Vyjavy zo Zemplina [Scenes from Zemplin]:  
Korene, Karicka, Basistovsky Tanec & Parovy Tanec 
 
Choreographer: Gene Lubas 
Music:  “Konopa, Konopa;” “Ej Jaki Si Maricko” – Folkloric 
Ensemble Sluk; “Basistovska” – Folkloric Ensemble Zeleziar; 
“Zempline Sviatok” – Svetozar Stracina 
Dancers: Veselica Ensemble and guest dancer Leo Sanchez 
 

 

Veselica Ensemble Dancers: Adrian Ayala, Vanesca 
Antoine, Alice Boerner, Claire Bouma, Lee Christianson, 
Janet Munoz Enriquez, Owen Erickson, Bryn 
Fitzgerald-Wells, Sara Griffith, Kaija Halvorson, Mitali 
Mangal, Mya Molldrem, Liliana Schroedl, Lydia Westerlund, 
Liya Wetzler 

 



To Our Audience: 

Veselica [Veh-SELL-eetsa] means celebration. Our goal is to 
celebrate the rich dance traditions of the world. Thank you 
for joining us today!  

Please join us for a reception immediately following the 
Saturday matinee performance.  

 
Artistic Director: Anne von Bibra 
Costume Design: Anne von Bibra 
Costumes: Olivia Haidle, Otessa Olson, Kiara Fonseka, Liya 
Wetzler, Anne von Bibra 
Stage Manager: O’Neill Hathcoat 
Light Board Operator: Sydney King 
Sound Board Operator: Nora Smentek 
Assistant Stage Managers: Sophie Higgs, Jane Dagher, Zoe 
Ottinger, Mary Staplin 
Wardrobe: Annie Rezac, Emily Sanchez, Morgan Weitzell 
Lighting Designer/Technical Director: Stephen Schroeder  
Live Stream: Provided by St. Olaf Broadcast/Media Services 
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO:  

● Our anonymous donor who generously supported the 
Persian and Slovak guest choreographies and residencies. 

● Ethnic Dance Theatre 
● The Dance Department, Tech and Costume Crews 
● Vince Wharton 
● Vonnie Brown 
● Our families for their love and support.  
● The images used in the slide shows are drawn from Flickr, 

Creative Commons, Database to Enhance Asian Studies 
and Google Images using a Creative Commons CC-BY-SA, 
CC-BY- 3.0 CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 or CC-BY-4.0 license as well 
as the personal photo collections of Anne von Bibra and 
Lance Benishek. We gratefully acknowledge these sources.  


