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PROGRAM 
VALHALLA RINGERS 

Katie Nail, student conductor 
Dance Gaspar Sanz, arr. Kevin McChesney (b. 1963) 

Natalie Robuck ’25, tambourine 

Surely He Has Borne Our Griefs John A. Behnke (b. 1953) 
Jubilate Jana Larson (b. 1986) 

MANITOU HANDBELL CHOIR 
Natalie Robuck, student conductor 

Towers Cathy Moklebust (b. 1958) 
To a Wild Rose Edward MacDowell (1860–1908) 

arr. Arnold B. Sherman 
Bound for South Australia arr. Alex Guebert 

Abby Schroeder ’27, percussion 
Julia Kauth ’26, euphonium 
Mary Phillips ’26, recorder 

CHAPEL RINGERS 
Jill Mahr, conductor 

Canticle Arnold Sherman (1948–2024) 
Reflections on Kelvingrove Jason Krug (b. 1978) 
Song of the Storm Christopher Reed (b. 1990) 

ST. OLAF HANDBELL CHOIR
Jill Mahr, conductor 

The Rescue Dan Perucco (b. 1991) 
arr. Marquise Usher 

Morgan Ely ’26, cajon 

The Night Rain Danced William Brandt (b. 1999) 
~World Premiere~ 

Minimal Rondeau Thomas E. Parsons (b. 1972) 
Morgan Ely ’26, marimba 

Carillon H. Dean Wagner (b. 1961)



ABOUT THE CONDUCTOR 
 

A Minnesota native, Jill Mahr has been teaching at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota, for the last 30 years, 
where she oversees a program of four handbell choirs and teaches flute. Jill founded and leads a youth program of 
four handbell choirs at her church, Bethel Lutheran, in Northfield. She is an active member of Handbell Musicians 
of America and a past secretary of Area VII. Mahr is principal flute in the Mankato Symphony Orchestra and has a 
private flute studio in her home. She holds a B.M. degree in flute performance and music education with a minor in 
jazz from the University of Minnesota, Duluth and a M.A. degree in flute performance from Northwestern 
University in Chicago. 
 

ABOUT THE ST. OLAF HANDBELL CHOIR 
 

The St. Olaf Handbell Choir was founded in 1983 under the direction of Robert Thompson, Professor of Organ. In 
1985 the group was taken over by Norman Heitz who equipped the group with the five octaves of Malmark bells 
that are used today. In 1993 the group was handed over to Karl Zinsmeister. Since 1995, the program has been under 
the direction of Jill Mahr and has grown to include four handbell ensembles. Jill directs the St. Olaf Handbell Choir 
and the Chapel Ringers. The Manitou Handbell Choir and Valhalla Ringers are student-directed. All ensembles are 
by audition. The choirs perform in weekly chapel, Sunday services, on Christmas Festival weekend, at retirement 
centers, and for a combined spring concert. The St. Olaf Handbell Choir tours every spring and performs a kid’s 
concert each fall. The St. Olaf bell program offers an ensemble ringing experience (duet, trios, quartets) during the 
month-long January interim. The bell program at St. Olaf has premiered over thirty pieces in Mahr’s tenure. 
 

PERSONNEL 
 

VALHALLA RINGERS 
Agnes Barthel ’28, Duluth, MN 

Parker Chelikowsky ’27, Hopkins, MN 
Violet Ecklund-Johnson ’26, Prairie Village, KS 

Thea Freitag ’28, Ridgefield, WA 
Annika Hagberg ’28, Maplewood, MN 

Rosemary Hartless ’26, Washington, DC 

Cece Huttemier ’27, Waseca, MN 
Sila Liljedahl ’27, Saint Paul, MN 

Lucy Lindgren ’25, Sacremento, CA 
Brekken Modory ’26, Dundas, MN 

Amelia Puchalla ’26, Broad Run, VA 
Jessica Schmidt ’26, Glenview, IL 

 
MANITOU 

Ivy Castillo ’25, South Beloit, IL 
Harrison Do ’26, Brooklyn Park, MN 
Sydney Hugdahl ’27, Saint Paul, MN 

Emery Jansen ’26, Longmont, CO 
Julia Kauth ’26, River Falls, WI 

Sophie Kessler ’25, Gig Harbor, WA 
Zoë Larson-Harris ’26, Roanoke, VA 

Eira Le ’26, Kansas City, MO 
Naiya Patel ’25, Minneapolis, MN 

John Rasmussen ’27, Farmington, MN 
Joey Richards ’25, Monticello, MN 

Abby Schroeder ’27, Rochester, MN 
Julie Xiong ’26, Stillwater, MN 

 
CHAPEL RINGERS 

Vienna Adler ’27, Minnetonka, MN 
Noel Atkinson ’26, Minneapolis, MN 

Max Clark ’25, La Crosse, WI 
Whitney Cowan ’27, Chanhassen, MN 
Megan Davis ’26, Chippewa Falls, WI 
Grace Hansen ’27, Union Grove, WI 
Arya Jacobson ’27, Rochester, MN 

Mary Kreklow ’26, Tigerton, WI 
Andrew Mortensen ’26, Urbana, IL 
Kaylee Mueller ’28, Rochester, MN 
Michael Oaks ’26, Saint Paul, MN 
Greta Olson ’27, Minneapolis, MN 
Lily Rogholt ’27, Sauk Rapids, MN 

 
 

ST. OLAF HANDBELL CHOIR 
Nathan Alms, ’26, New York, NY 

Hannah Anderson ’25, Lino Lakes, MN 
Joel Dressler ’28, Ames, IA 

Shayla Gleason ’27, Stillwater, MN 
Ellie Kosek ’25, Middleton, WI 

Jeremiah Knudson ’26, Rapid City, SD 
Cole Monson ’25, East Bethel, MN 

Katie Nail ’26, Brambleton, VA 
Mary Phillips ’26, Huntsville, AL 
Ella Pribyl ’26, Northfield, MN 

Natalie Robuck ’25, Columbia, MO 
Henry Rye ’26, Naperville, IL 

Heather Wallace ’26, New York, NY 
Xinyuan Zhao ’25, Jinan Shi, China 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 
Louis Epstein, department chair 

Tracey Engleman, department vice-chair 
Barbara Barth, academic administrative assistant – Music 

Lisa McDermott, academic administrative assistant – Music 
Faith Kimbrell, instrument coordinator 

Brian Knox, piano technician 
Charles Sadler, assistant piano technician 

 
MUSIC ORGANIZATIONS AND COLLEGE RELATIONS 

Michael Kyle ’85, vice president for enrollment and college relations 
Jean Parish ’88, director of college relations for music organizations 

Terra Widdifield ’95, associate director of music organizations 
Connor Smith, assistant director of music organizations for audience development 

Sarah Gingerich ’11, assistant director of music organizations for project management 
Jonathan Kopplin, associate librarian for ensembles and performing rights 

Veronica White ’24, coordinator of music organizations 
Amelia McNeil-Maddox, ticketing coordinator 

 
BROADCAST/MEDIA SERVICES 

Jeffrey O’Donnell ’02, director of broadcast/media services 
Sean Tonko, associate director of event operations 

Grant Furgiuele, associate director of broadcast engineering 
Mia Pardo, assistant director of production 

 
FINE ARTS ADMISSIONS 

Molly Boes Ganza ’08, associate dean of fine arts recruitment 
 
 

Unauthorized photography or video and audio recording is prohibited. 
Please silence all personal communication devices.  

For more information visit stolaf.edu/music. 
Many St. Olaf events, including concerts and chapel services, are streamed live  

and archived at: https://www.stolaf.edu/multimedia 


