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Program

Overture to The Wreckers (1904, tr. 2025) Ethel Smyth (1858-1944)
tr. Jeremy Makkonen
(Transcription Premiere)
Commissioned in part by the St. Olaf Band and St. Olaf College

Les naufrageurs (“The Wreckers”) is a three-act opera by Dame Ethel Smyth, with a French libretto by Henry Brewster. Inspired
by tales of Cornish villagers who lured ships to their doom to plunder cargo, Smyth conceived the idea after a walking tour of
Cornwall in 1886. Though composed in French in 1904, the opera first premiered in a heavily cut German translation, titled
Strandrecht, in Leipzig in 1906. Dissatisfied with the alterations, Smyth removed the performance materials herself, halting
further shows there. With support from conductor Sir Thomas Beecham and financial backing from Mary Dodge, the opera
premiered in English as The Wreckers in London in 1909 and later appeared at Covent Garden in 1910. Gustav Mahler had
considered the work for the Vienna State Opera before his dismissal upended that opportunity. The work was rarely staged
between 1939 and a landmark BBC Proms semi-staging in 1994, which led to recordings and later productions. These included
regional performances, such as Duchy Opera’s 2006 Cornish staging and Bard Summerscape’s acclaimed 2015 production in
the United States. Arcadian Opera honored Smyth in 2018, linking the opera to the centenary of women’s suffrage.
Glyndebourne Opera finally performed Les naufrageurs in its original French in 2022.

— Program notes by Henry L. Dorn

In This Breath (2025) Shuying Li (b. 1989)
Commissioned in part by the St. Olaf Band and St. Olaf College
Notes from the composer:

My nature is the nature of the cloud — the nature of no birth and no death. Just as it is impossible
for a cloud to die, it’s impossible for me to die. 1 enjoy contemplating my continuation body, just as
the cloud enjoys watching the rain fall and become the river far below. If you look closely at
yourself, you will see how you too are continuing me in some way. If you breathe in and out, and
you find peace, happiness, and fulfillment, you know I am always with you, whether my physical
body is still alive or not. I am continued in my many friends, students, and monastic disciples.

— Thich Nhat Hanh, The Art of Living

This quotation comes from Thich Nhat Hanh’s The Art of Living. This book is a collection of the Vietnamese monk’s
ruminations on life and death that guided my partner Glen Adsit through his personal struggles when confronted with his own
mortality. As well as being my beloved life partner and musical collaborator, Glen was a beloved figure in the music community
who touched the lives of countless collaborators and students. In the wake of Glen’s sudden passing in January 2024, we have
all become the rain to Glen’s cloud. His inextinguishable spirit and profound influence continue to resonate deeply within all
of us. Although his physical body is no longer with us, we now constitute his continuation body and are charged with
continuing his legacy of support and love for one another. This piece is a tribute to Glen, the physical life we shared together,
and the new life we share as I continue his legacy in my own way. It reflects the profound love and connection we share, both
personally and through our collaborative musical endeavors. The piece is lyrical and tender, inviting listeners into the intimate
emotional spaces Glen and 1 navigated together. It captures the essence of Glen’s loving spirit — missed by many, cherished by
those who experienced his warmth and guidance, and still apparent in the life and work of his family, colleagues, and students.
It is both a celebration of Glen’s life and the enduring bond he and I share and a tribute to the legacy of love and artistic
collaboration that he left behind for all of us to continue together.

THE GIFT OF MUSIC — Every Ole participating in the St. Olaf Band has one thing in
common: their lives have been enriched by gifts made to St. Olaf College. Year after year,
gifts made by alumni, parents, and friends of the college provide vital support for financial
aid, academic programs, and the performances that will stay with us forever. Support the
tradition of excellence that brings you so much joy, and make your impact today.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO MAKE YOUR GIFT TO SUPPORT ST. OLAF MUSIC.




Salsa del Alma (“Salsa of the Soul”) (2024) Nubia Jaime-Donjuan (b. 1984)
Dana Maeda ’92, oboe
Commissioned in part by the St. Olaf Band and St. Olaf College
Notes from the composer:

This concertino for oboe draws its fire from the world of salsa and is dedicated to the memory of Frank Chen, father of the
soloist Nathaniel Chen. Frank danced with boundless soul, and his passion for movement lives on through his two children,
Nathaniel and Natalina, who inherited his love for dance. Built on the heartbeat of salsa, the work weaves together the clave
rhythm, rich harmonic progressions, and a soloist whose voice shapes and reshapes the music with each new idea.

Dana Maeda is an oboist and educator on the faculty of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. As a public and private
school educator and studio instructor, she has worked with students from preschool through retirement age. At St. Olaf, her
responsibilities include teaching the oboe studio, woodwind techniques, education methods, chamber music, directing the
Collegium Musicum (Renaissance Wind Ensembles), and supervision of instrumental student teachers. A founding 34-year
member of the WindWorks Woodwind Quintet and 30-year member of the Rochester Symphony, Dana frequently performs in
the Twin Cities. Some of her favorite performance opportunities include: Minneapolis Pops Orchestra, Bach Roots Festival,
Bach Society of Minnesota, Minnetonka Choral Society, Music St. Croix, working with violinist Midori, the Moody Blues, and
pit orchestras for Broadway shows at the Ordway.

INTERMISSION

Symphony in Blue and Gold (2023) Erika Svanoe (b. 1976)
Commissioned in part by the St. Olaf Band and St. Olaf College

. Blues and Fugues
1. In Gold

111. Waltz

IV. Finale

Notes from the composer:

Symphony in Blue and Gold was commissioned to celebrate the 10oth anniversary of bands at my alma mater, the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire.

As a starting point, 1 researched and studied two significant pieces in wind band literature that were composed around the
time the band was first formed on campus. These were La création du monde (1923) by Darius Milhaud and Rhapsody in

Blue (1924) by George Gershwin, specifically the original dance band version orchestrated by Ferde Grofé. Both pieces use a
combination of classical and jazz influences, and this felt very reflective of my own experience as a music student at UWEC.

Overall, the piece uses a modified four-movement symphony plan. The first movement, “Blues and Fugues,” alternates a
standard 12-bar blues with two four-voice fugues. The opening tenor saxophone solo presents the UWEC melodic material
that appears throughout all four movements. The second movement, “In Gold,” focuses on timbres played by metallic
instruments and introduces the other main melodic material, which musically spells out “BLUGLD.” The third movement is a
waltz and the final movement, “Finale,” expands and combines material from the previous three movements.

I am so honored to have the opportunity to write Symphony in Blue and Gold for a place where 1 had so much musical and
personal growth. 1 truly took this opportunity to heart, and tried to grow my own compositional voice and craft while writing
this piece as a tribute to a place that was so important in my educational journey.
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