
In November of 2022, a team of archaeologists
led by Basem Gehad of the Egyptian Ministry of
Antiquities recovered several papyri from a
simple grave in the cemetery of Philadelphia in
the Fayoum. The best preserved includes nearly
100 lines from two otherwise lost plays by the
Athenian playwright Euripides - the most
significant discovery of new tragedy in nearly 60
years. CƯ's Yvona Trnka-Amrhein, the team's
papyrological expert, invited her colleague John
Gibert, a specialist in Greek drama, to join her and
Dr. Gehad in preparing the first edition of the
text: here, for the first time in nearly 2,000 years
readers will encounter gripping scenes from two
plays based on little-known but intriguing
incidents from the mythical careers of Dionysus'
aunt Ino/Leucothea, the Cretan king Minos, and
the seer Polyidus. 
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