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THE PROMISED LAND
COMMEMORATING 250 YEARS OF AMERICAN STRUGGLE AND HOPE

In 1607, the first English colonists arrived on the shores of what would become the United States of America. Just 12
years later, the first enslaved West Africans forcibly arrived and were used violently as instruments of nation-building.
Though these early European settlers sought to escape the oppression of their former nations, they in turn enacted a
harsh tyranny of their own. As we mark the nation’s semiquincentennial, this concert reflects on America’s painful past
and its enduring dream to become what Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. envisioned: an “oasis of freedom and justice.”
Through spirituals and the legacy of Dr. King, this program seeks to honor the American story in its fullness — its
suffering, its triumphs, its complexity, and its potential.

— Program notes by Joseph Kemper

Chariot Jubilee Robert Nathaniel Dett (1882-1943)
ed. Jason Max Ferdinand

Moisés Duarte '27, tenor, Catherine Rodland '87, organ; Emery Stephens, introductory speaker

Swing low, sweet chariot,
Coming for to carry me home,

Down from the heavens, a golden chariot swinging,
Comes God's promise of salvation. (Amen, Amen!)
Hallelujah, hallelujah!

Salvation, sweet cov'nant of our Lord,

Swing low, sweet chariot,
Coming for to carry me home,
Swing low, sweet chariot,
Coming for to carry me home!

God made a covenant,
For the glory of His grace.

Through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

His gospel, flowing free

Like a chariot swung from heav'n,
Shall bear the true believer home,
Safely home.

I shall ride up in that chariot in that morning!
(Tell it, tell it.)

He who doth in Christ believe,
(Swing low, sweet chariot!)

Though he were dead,

Yet shall he live.

King Jesus triumphed o'er the grave!
His grace alone

Can sinners save.

O Hallelujah!

— Text assembled by R. Nathaniel Dett, including traditional spiritual
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” and several biblical references (2 Kings 2:11,
Genesis 15:18-21, Ephesians 1:6-7, John 3:106, 18, 36, John 11:25-26, Acts 2:24,
Ephesians 2:8-9, and 1 Corinthians 15:55)

© Copyright 2020 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, www.stainer.co.uk
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scenes from the Life of a Martyr Undine Smith Moore (1004-1989)

(to the Memory of Martin Luther King Jr.)

Anton Armstrong 78, narrator
Tracy Engleman ’93, soprano
KrisAnne Weiss, alto
Wesley Dunnagan, tenor
Anton Armstrong 78, bass
Emilia Holm 27, Marin O’Malley "28, Norah Purcell 28, soprano trio
Anthoney Bateza, introductory speaker



PROLOGUE

1. Whenever a People is Oppressed, They Wait in Hope
As it was in the old days, so it is now,
Whenever a people is oppressed,

They wait in hope for the one that will lead them.

And when a child is born, they look at him and they say:
“Is this the one who will save us?”

They know when he has the look, they look at him and they say:
“Is this the one who will save us?”

This is the one! They can tell.

— Undine Smith Moore

CHILDHOOD
11. His Mother Rocked Him Gently with Love and Freedom on Her Mind
111. Songs at the Cradle, No. 1
His mother rocked him gently and slow.
And ev'ry time that cradle rocked,

She thought, “my child, we love you so.”

God made this world for children like you.
He made it beautiful just for you.

Some day when time has passed us by,
When time has passed us older ones by,
You'll be a strong man, you'll be a free man.
You'll love the world as we love you.

— Undine Smith Moore
IV. Songs at the Cradle, No. 2
His mother rocked him, oh, how she rocked him.
She rocked him easy, gentle and slow.
And ev'ry time that cradle rocked,
"Twas love and freedom on her mind.
— Undine Smith Moore
V. Songs at the Cradle, No. 3
Oh, she rocked him.
Love and freedom on her mind.
Oh Lord, rest.

— Undine Smith Moore

VL. Ring Game



MARRIAGE
VILI. The Voice of My Beloved

The voice of my beloved.

Behold, He cometh

Leaping upon the mountains,

Skipping upon the hills.

My beloved is like a roe or a young hart.
Behold, he standeth behind our wall.
He looketh in at the window.

He showeth himself at the lattice.

My beloved spoke, and said unto to me.

— Song of Solomon 2:8-10

VIII. Arise My Love, My Fair One

Arise my love, my fair one, and come away.

O, my dove, that art in the clefts of the rocks,

In the covert of the steep place.

Let me see thy countenance.

O, my dove, let me hear thy voice, for sweet is thy voice.
And thy countenance is comely.

— Song of Solomon 2:10, 14

IX. Set Me As a Seal on Thy Heart

Set me as a seal on thy heart.

Set me as a seal on thy arm.

For love is strong as death.

Many waters cannot quench love.
Neither can the floods drown it.

— Song of Solomon 8:6

PREACHING
X. He Hath Anointed Me to Preach the Gospel

The spirit of the Lord is upon me. (Amen)

Because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. (Amen)

He hath sent me to teach the gospel to the poor.

He has sent me to heal the broken hearted. (Amen)

To preach deliverance to the captive and receiving of sight to the blind. (Amen)
To set at liberty them that are bruised.

— Luke 4:18



XI. I Never Felt Such Love in My Soul Before

I never felt such love in my soul before.
All the days of life ever since 1 been born.

I never heard a man speak like this before.
All the days of life ever since 1 been born.

— Undine Smith Moore
XI1. Martin’s Song (Lord, Thou Knowest)

Lord, Thou knowest 1 have tried to do justly

And love mercy and walk humbly before our God.
Lord, Thou knowest, all the days of my life

I have loved peace and freedom for the bondsman.

I have believed that love never faileth.

I have not sought riches.

I have not sought honors.

Lord, Thou knowest 1 have not sought fame,

But Thou has blest me to hear the voice of rejoicing and salvation.
In the tabernacle Thou has blest me to see the people
Come up after me with great joy!

Oh, my God.

— Undine Smith Moore, with references to Micah 6:8 and 1 Corinthians 13:8

MARTYRDOM

XIII. Martin’s Lament

Now, Lord, 1 have come down from the mountain top.

I have journeyed from city to city.

I have seen iniquity of the cities of the plain.

Evil days are upon me.

When 1 have sought to aid thy suffering servants,

Enemies have arisen against me.

Oppressors seek after my soul.

Oh God, how many of them that hate me.

— Undine Smith Moore, with references to Dr. King’s
“I Have a Dream” speech, Genesis 13:12, and Psalm 3:1

XIV. Oh God, How Many Are Them That Hate Me!
Oh God, how many of them that hate me.

— Undine Smith Moore, with reference to Psalm 3:1



XV. They Tell Me Martin is Dead

They tell me Martin is dead! (Have they killed him?)
They say Martin is dead! (Have they killed him?)

Is it true Martin is dead? (They have killed him.)

Our leader is slain! He said death would come.

A shot rang out on the air. (Oh no! How could they?)
His blood runs red in the street (Oh! What shall we do?)
Yes! Martin is dead! Killed him! Martin is dead!

— Undine Smith Moore

EPILOGUE
XVL. Tell All My Father’s People Don’t You Grieve for Me (Alleluia)
Woe!

Tell all my father’s people
Don’t you grieve for me.

Woe!

He has laid down his burden and gone home,
And the angels waiting at the door.

Tell all my father’s people
Don’t you grieve for me.

He has laid down his cross and gone home,
And the angels waiting at the door.

Tell all my father’s people
Don'’t you grieve for me.

Alleluia.

— Traditional spiritual “Angels Waiting at the Door,”
adapt. by Undine Smith Moore
©1978, 1981, 2023 Carl Fischer, LLC. OneLicense #316893"

THE GIFT OF MUSIC — Every Ole participating in an ensemble has one thing in common:
their lives have been enriched by gifts made to support music at St. Olaf College. Year after
year, gifts made by alumni, parents, and friends of the college provide vital support for
financial aid, academic programs, and the performances that will stay with us forever.
Support the tradition of excellence that brings you so much joy, and make your impact today.
SCAN THE QR CODE TO MAKE YOUR GIFT TO SUPPORT ST. OLAF MUSIC.
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