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by Pastor Bruce Benson, host

Easter comes early this
year.  It comes about as
soon after the spring

equinox as the lunar calendar
(which determines the date of

Easter) will permit.  In cold climates this can dis-
courage certain styles of Easter finery that people
enjoy wearing on lovely, warm, sunny Easter
mornings.  Having to bundle up against March
winds, right over Easter clothes, can be disheart-
ening.  But, of course, Easter isn’t primarily
about clothes or decorations or lilies or any of
the other accoutrements of the season that we
enjoy seeing on a Resurrection morning.  It isn’t
really about music either; at least not literally.

That is not to say that our bouquets and bon-
nets and anthems and trumpet fanfares should be
banished.  The impulse to dress up ourselves, our
churches and our worship for Easter is a healthy
one.  While it can become mere frivolity, for
most people it is more than that.  It is a sign of
the joy and momentousness of the day.  Music
always plays a significant part in celebrating
momentous events, ideas and occasions.  You
might be able to imagine Easter Sunday without
pretty dresses and clean shirts–maybe even with-
out Easter lilies.  But as a Sing For Joy listener
you probably can’t imagine an Easter Sunday
without music; and if you can imagine it, you
don’t like it.  We have welcomed music into the
church’s celebration of Easter and it has served
us and the Easter message very well. 

This past January I was with students in
Greece and Turkey, studying the words and
world of the Apostle Paul.  Along the way we
visited several Orthodox churches covered with
icons on every surface except the floor, and we

heard again about the iconoclasm controversy
that rocked the early church for nearly a centu-
ry.  Is art appropriate or inappropriate?  Helpful
or unhelpful?  Does it point to the Holy One or
does it point to itself?  Does it attract one to
God, or distract one from God?  Arguments can
be and have been eloquently made on both sides
of the debate.  In the long run, icons were per-
mitted to remain in the Orthodox Church of
Greece, but sculpture was not.  Singing–exquis-
itely beautiful singing–has remained, but the use
of instruments has not.  The same theological
consternation over the role of art in the church
resurfaced in the early Reformation period, and
once again debates (and sometimes gangs of art
vandals) raged. Because art is powerful there is
always a risk that it will take our hearts and
minds wherever it leads.  But its power can also
service its causes, including the cause of Easter.  

Sing For Joy is not timid about using glori-
ous music during the Easter season.  The mes-
sage deserves such music.  We hope that you
hear more than notes and chords and phrases;
we hope you hear Easter too.  

Peace be with you,
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April 6, 2008
Scriptures for the Third Sunday of Easter:

(1R) Acts 2:14a, 36–41
(PS) Psalm 116:1–3, 10–17
(2R) 1 Peter 1:17–23
(G) Luke 24:13–35

“Hallelujah” from Christ on the Mount of Olives – 
Ludwig Van Beethoven (G)
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Chorus: Atlanta, Ga. / 
Robert Shaw
(CD) Choral Masterpieces / TELARC / CD 80119
© 1985 Telarc International Records
23307 Commerce Park Road, Cleveland, OH 44122
www.telarc.com

On Emmaus Journey (HOLY MANNA) – 
William Walker, arr. John Ferguson (G)
St. Olaf Cantorei / John Ferguson
(CD) Hidden in Humbleness / GIA PUBLICATIONS / CD-594
© 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.
7404 South Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638
www.giamusic.com

What Shall I Render – Paul Tiefenbach (PS)
National Lutheran Choir: Minneapolis, Minn. / 
Larry L. Fleming
(CD) Trinity / NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR RECORDINGS
NLCA-22
© National Lutheran Choir
P.O. Box 6450, Minneapolis, MN 55406-6450 
www.nlca.com

Shout for Joy Loud and Long (PERSONENT HODIE) – Piae Cantiones,
arr. Gustav Holst (1R)
Sing For Joy 50th Anniversary Massed Choir and Congregation /
Anton Armstrong
(CD) Through the Church the Song Goes On / 
ST. OLAF RECORDS / E-2801
© 2005 St. Olaf Records
1520 St. Olaf Avenue, Northfield, MN 55057 
www.stolafrecords.com

Be Known to us in Breaking Bread (BELMONT) – 
Gardiner’s Sacred Melodies, London (G)
Cantus Choro: Melbourne, Australia / Peter Chapman
(CD) Sing Out With Joy / MOVE / MD 3032
© 1987 10 Glen Drive, Eaglemont 3084, Victoria, Australia
www.move.com.au

Stay With Us – Egil Hovland (G)
Massed Choirs of St. Olaf College; St. Olaf Orchestra / 
Sigrid Johnson
(CD) Awaken Our Souls, O God of Hope / 
ST. OLAF RECORDS / E-2659-60
© 2004 St. Olaf Records
1520 St. Olaf Avenue, Northfield, MN 55057 
www.stolafrecords.com

Abendlied, Op. 63, No. 9 – Josef Rheinberger (G)
West Coast Mennonite Chamber Choir: Vancouver, BC / 
Tony Funk
(CD) As Evening Shadows Fall / MCC SCS / IKR 010 CD
© 2000 MCCSCS, 103-2776 Bourquin Cres. West, 
Abbotsford BC, V2S 6A4, Canada 
www.mccscs.com

April 13, 2008
Scriptures for the Fourth Sunday of Easter:

(1R) Acts 2:42–47
(PS) Psalm 23 
(2R) 1 Peter 2:19–25
(G) John 10:1–10

Shout On – F.C. Wood, arr. Alice Parker (G)
St. Olaf Cantorei; Kevin Seal, baritone / John Ferguson
(CD) An Evening of 20th Century Church Music / 
WESTMARK / WCD 100105 / NOT FOR RESALE
© 2001 St. Olaf College
1520 St. Olaf Avenue, Northfield, MN 55057

The Lord is My Shepherd – Thomas Matthews (PS)
Kirk Choir, Pasadena Presbyterian Church: Pasadena, Calif. /
Gregory Norton
(CD) New Songs of Celebration Render / ARKAY / AR6158
© 1997 Pasadena Presbyterian Church 
585 East Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, CA 91101 
www.ppc.net

The Lord is My Shepherd – Henry Walford Davies (PS)
Choir of St. John’s College: Cambridge / Christopher Robinson
(CD) “O God, Thou art my God” / LINDENBERG / LBCD 47
© 1994 Lindenberg Boeken & Muziek, Slaak 4-14 3061 CS,
Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Psalm 23 – Franz Schubert (PS)
Voices of Ascension: New York, N.Y. / Dennis Keene
(CD) Ave Maria / DELOS / DE 3138
© 1993 Delos International, Inc.
1645 N. Vine Street, Suite 340, Hollywood, CA 90028 
www.delosmus.com

He Never Failed Me Yet – Robert Ray (G)
St. Olaf Choir; Deborah Haas, mezzo soprano / Anton Armstrong
(CD) A Choral Tapestry / ST. OLAF RECORDS / E-2047
© 1994 St. Olaf Records, 1520 St. Olaf Avenue, 
Northfield, MN 55057 
www.stolafrecords.com

April 20, 2008
Scriptures for the Fifth Sunday in Easter:

(1R) Acts 7:55–60
(PS) Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16
(2R) 1 Peter 2:2–10
(G) John 14:1–14

Christ is Made the Sure Foundation (WESTMINSTER ABBEY) – 
Henry Purcell, arr. Richard Marlow (2R)
Choir of Trinity College: Cambridge / Richard Marlow
(CD) Descants from Trinity / 
CONIFER CLASSICS / 75605 51281 2
© 1996 Conifer Records Limited 
www.gmn.com

“The Call” from Five Mystical Songs – 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (G)
Henry Herford, baritone; Philharmonia Orchestra / 
Hilary Davan Wetton
(CD) Vaughan Williams:  Five Mystical Songs /
Five Tudor Portraits / HYPERION / CDA66306

22845 SFJ April 08  2/27/08  3:11 PM  Page 3



© 1988 Hyperion Records Limited
P.O. Box 25, London, England SE9 1AX 
www.hyperion-records.co.uk

The Stone Which the Builders Rejected – Gail Gillispie (2R)
Schola Cantorum of St. Peter the Apostle: Chicago, Ill. / 
J. Michael Thompson
(CD) Music for Easter II / THE LITURGICAL PRESS / 7918-8
© 1997 Liturgical Press, P.O. Box 7500, Collegeville, MN 56321
www.litpress.org

Greater Love Hath No Man – John Ireland (2R)
Choir of Clare College: Cambridge / Timothy Brown
(CD) Rejoice!  British Choral Music / REGIS / RRC1040
© 1995 Regis Records Ltd., Southover House, Tolpuddle,
Dorchester, Dorset, United Kingdom DT2 7HF
www.regisrecords.co.uk

Bright Canaan – American Folk Hymn, 
arr. Robert Shaw and Alice Parker (G)
Robert Shaw Festival Singers / Robert Shaw
(CD) Amazing Grace:  American Hymns and Spirituals / 
TELARC / CD-80325
© 1993 Telarc International Corporation
23307 Commerce Park Road, Cleveland, OH 44122
www.telarc.com

Plenty Good Room – African American spiritual (G)
Chanticleer; Joseph Jennings, solo and piano:
San Francisco, Calif. / Joseph Jennings
(CD) How Sweet the Sound / TELDEC / 2-60309
© 2004 Teldec, Distributed by Warner Classics 
www.teldec.com

April 27, 2008
Scriptures for the Sixth Sunday of Easter:

(1R) Acts 17:22–31
(PS) Psalm 66:7–18
(2R) 1 Peter 3:13–22
(G) John 14:15–21

Praise to the Lord (LOBE DEN HERREN) – 
Ernewerten Gesangbuch, arr. John Ferguson (1R)
Combined Lutheran Choirs / Anton Armstrong
(CD) When In Our Music:  A Hymn Festival / ALCM / CS-1
© 1994 Association of Lutheran Church Musicians 
PO Box 16575, Worcester, MA 01601 
www.alcm.org

If Ye Love Me – Thomas Tallis (G)
Theatre of Voices: Davis, Calif. / Paul Hillier
(CD) Thomas Tallis: Lamentations, Motets, String Music / 
HARMONIA MUNDI / HMU 907154
© 1995 Harmonia Mundi
2037 Granville Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025 
www.harmoniamundi.com

If Ye Love Me – Philip Wilby (G)
Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral Choir: Liverpool, England /
Mervyn Cousins
(CD) The British Cathedral Choir Heritage / 
PRIORY / PRCD 5007
© 2004 Priory Records, Ltd.
3 Eden Court, Eden Way, Bedfordshire, England LU7 4FY 
www.priory.org.uk

Nos vos reliquam orphanos (I Will Not Leave You Comfortless) –
William Byrd  (G)
Choir of All Saints’ Episcopal Church: Beverly Hills, Calif. /
Thomas Foster
(CD) Silence & Music / GOTHIC / G 49064
© 1993 Gothic Records, Inc.
10 Harrison Street, Suite 311, Seattle, WA 98109 
www.gothicrecords.com

When I with Pleasing Wonder Stand (CREATION) – 
William Billings (1R)
Bella Voce: Chicago, Ill. / Paul Hillier
(CD)  A Land of Pure Delight / 
HARMONIA MUNDI / HMU 907048
© 1992 Harmonia Mundi USA
2037 Granville Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025 
www.harmoniamundi.com

Peace I Leave With You – Walter Pelz (G)
National Lutheran Choir: Minneapolis, Minn. / Larry L. Fleming
(CD) Jesu, Come / 
NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR RECORDINGS / NLCA-62
© National Lutheran Choir 
P.O. Box 6450, Minneapolis, MN 55406 
www.nlca.com

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song (BRIDEGROOM) – 
Peter Cutts, arr. Douglas Starr (G)
Choir of Shadyside Presbyterian Church: Pittsburgh, Penn. / 
John Walker
(CD) How Can I Keep From Singing / PRO ORGANO / CD 7188
© 2003 Zarex Corporation 
P.O. Box 8338, South Bend, IN 46660-8338 
www.zarex.com

Hallelujah! Sing To Jesus (HYFRYDOL) – Rowland H. Pritchard (G)
Huddersfield Choral Society / Owain Arwel Hughes
(CD) Hymns Album / EMI CLASSICS / CDP 7 46202 2
© 1986 EMI Records, Ltd. 
304 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10010
www.emiclassics.com

Please contact Sing For Joy for more information regarding these
recordings. 

Thank you for the gifts

In Honor of:
Heather Ferguson
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John H.P. Reumann
Doris and Bill Ritson

In Memory of:
Wilma Andreae
Grace Bilger
Joyce Jensen Byers
Kathleen ”Kay” Emmons
Clara Schmidt
Ken Sheehan
Franz E. Smietana
Rev. Dr. Erick H. Wildgrube
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singforjoy.org
singforjoy@stolaf.edu
507-786-8596

Jeffrey O’Donnell, producer and music director
Alexis Herman, communications coordinator

Sing For Joy staff:
Pastor W. Bruce Benson, host
Dr. John Ferguson, music adviser

SPONSORS

Sauder Manufacturing Company
930 West Barre Road
Archbold, OH 43502-0230
800-537-1530
saudermfg.com

Sauder Woodworking Company
502 Middle Street
Archbold, OH 43502
419-446-2711
sauder.com

Sukup Manufacturing Company
Box 677
Sheffield, IA 50475
641-892-4222
sukup.com

APRIL 2008 / YEAR A

Contribution Amount:
■■ $1000 Composer
■■ $500 Music Director
■■ $250 Patron

■■ $100 Friend
■■ $50 Contributor
■■ Other $________

■■ Check enclosed
■■ Please charge my credit card

■■ Visa    ■■ MasterCard    ■■ Discover   ■■ American Express

Name (Please print clearly)

Address Phone

City/State/Zip

Credit Card Number Exp. Date

Signature

Please make check payable to Sing For Joy. Mail to: Sing For Joy, St. Olaf College, 1520 St. Olaf Avenue, Northfield, MN 55057-1098

I (We) hear Sing For Joy on radio station                                in (City/State)

My gift is given:

In memory of 

In honor of                                                                        Occasion

Thank you for supporting

■■ Please add me to the mailing list.
■■ I have remembered SFJ in my estate planning.
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